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| N e- the Il. Nature of 
nne Renegadoes who have mali- 
ciouſh endeauoured to aſperſe the 
KERKeputation of their Brother- Au- 
„ —— thors, by inſinuating that Pre- 

2 NI 
faces are merely ſuperfluous ; cal- 


_ culated with a View of ſpinning out the Per- 
formance ie a greater Length, and conſequently en - 


bancing the Price of the Volume; we ſhall ne- 
vertheleſs, without any Apprehen/ion of incurring. 
the Diſpleaſure of our Readers, continue to habble 
on in the old Traft; fince we flatter ourſelves we 


Hall be able to render the Utility of Prefaces obvi- 


ous to Mankind. | | 
An Author may not improperly be compared to 4 
Cook : In this alone they differ, that one caters 


for the Senſual ; the other for the intellectual Ap- 
petite, A Preface then is a Bill of Fare, in- 


tended to inform the Reader what Sort of V. W 


— 


& 


„ ACH 

he is to expect : It would therefore be treating our 
Readers with the greateſt Indignity, to omit pre- 
miſing a few Words, explanatery of the Deſign of 
our Work ; as they might otherwiſe expect? a Kind 
of Entertainment not to be found, nor which was 
ever intended, in the following Pages. | 

De Reader who fits down with a keen Appetite, 
in Expectation of making an hearty Meal of So- 
lids, will find himſelf egregiouſly diſappointed ; as 
this Work is only intended to anſwer the Purpoſe 
of a Slice of Cheeſe, which generally makes its 
Appearance at the Cloſe of the Entertainment, and 
Jerves to digeſi mare ſolid Food, In this * 
it will be faund of no little Uſe, When a Reader 
has dined heartily en a well ſeaſoned Diſh of Ma- 
thematics, or becomes * with a more ab/iruſe 
Ragout of Ethic d la Mode, a 1 our 
Parmeſan will enable him to digeſt his Meal, and 
char. his Brain from the Fumes, and Vapturs 
which ariſe from a more ſolid Diet: From whence 
ig Follows, that our Work though fuperſicial, is. 
yet @ Work of much Importance; "abſolutely necej- 
ſary to give a proper Temperature io more weighty 


| Studies. Tn ſhort, it ſhould be employed like the 


green Cloth which Painters make Uſe of to relieve 
the Eye, fatigued with too intenſe an Application 
to the ſame Object. | *. 
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E HERE is no art the genera- 
" lity of mankind are more am- 
bitious of attaining, than that of 
ſtory- telling. That this is a 
very rational deſire, is obvious 
do tbe meaneſt capacity, ſince 
it gives us an opportunity uf rendering our- 
ſelves agreeable in company, by furniſhing our 
quoto part of the converſation; for I have of- 


* 


7 


ten obſerved, that thoſe who have not been ca-, 


pable of diſcourſing upon any ordinary topicy 
have, by a well timed introduction of a merr, 
tale, paſſed for niehr, facetious company; 

or, 


** 


- ON 1 


or, in the vulgar phraſe, for men who have 2 
great deal to ſay for themſelves. 
Story-telling is not an art meerly amuſing, 
it is inftruQtive alſo : the moſt ſublime pre- 
cepts of morality, may be conveyed in a tale, 
as well as in a ſermon ; nay, oftentimes much 
more efteCtually; for experience teaches us 
6 there is no kind of document ſo perſwaſive as 
i that, where inſtruction is blended with de- 
| light; tis like gilding of the pill, which ren- 
| ders it more palatable, without leſſening the 
| operation. But admitting ſtories as merely 
entertaining; put them upon a level with a 
; | game at cards, a caſt at dice, or what other 
1 diverſion you pleaſe, which ſerves to unbend, 
| : and relax the mind without improving the mo- 
rals ; ſurely they may till plead ſome degree of 
merit, ſince they muſt be allowed to anſwer 
l the ſame intent, to be full as entertaining, and 
; far leſs dangerous : we preſume therefore, there 
| is no great impropriety in a tractate upon 
3} | ſtory-telling, than a treatiſe upon * or 
! "back- gammon. 
| That this, like every other art, may be re- 
-Guced to a method, will evidently appear by 
the ſequel ; and we doubt not but, by a few 
hints properly thrown together, to render our 
pupils as able proficients in the knack of pleaſ- 
ing in this ſpecies of converſation; as the ce- 
jebrated Mr. Hoyle has rendered his able 
adepts, by his treatiſe on Gaming. 
The thirſt of ſtory- telling, as we obſerved 
before, reigns almoſt univerſal : from the 
grave ſenator upon the bench, to the loquaci- 
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ous nurſe in the chimney- corner; all love, 
mutually to communicate, and to beas a good 
ſtory. Some are. pleaſed with the grave, the 
ſolemn, the tragic tale ; while others delight 
in the witty, merry, and jocoſe. Now 1 
have often obſerved, that though all are deſi- 
rous of excelling in this pleaſing art, yet few, 
very few arrive at any manner of perfection; 
and the greater number become dull, tireſome, 
and inſipid; and, far from gaining our ap- 
plauſe, render themſelves the objects of our 
ridicule. . Let us then proceed to the fountain- 
head, and, like ſage and ſkilful phyſicians, 
endeavour to find out the ſource of the diſeaſe, 
before we preſume to adminiſter a remedy. 

An author. of great judgment and ſolidity, 
has very judiciouſfy remarked, that a man is 
not ridiculous for being what he is; but for 
aiming to be thought what he is not. Thus, 
for example, natural defermities become not 
the object of our ridicule, but rather of our 


” compaſſion ; but ſhould the poor cripple, upon 


a vain preſumption of what he is not, dreſs 
himſelf out in an embroidered ſuit, ſilk- ſtock- 
ings, and peruke @ la mode, and endeavour to 
paſs himſelf upon us for an handſome man; 
the ideot meets with the deriſion he deſerves. 
The ſame compariſon is equally applicable to 
mental, as to corporal defects: a man, who 
might otherwiſe paſs for a man of ſober ſenſe, 
often renders himſelf the laughing ftock of the 
public, by a ridiculous affectation of what he 
has no talent for: would every one ſtudy to 
confine himſelf, to what is beſt adapted to his 

B 2 Capacity, 


<4) 
capacity, and endeavour to act well the part 
that nature allotted him, and intended he 
ſhould act; every one would be intitled to 
ſome ſhew of praiſe, according to his degree of 
merit, as well in ftory-telling, as in every 


other art. From whence it follows, that 


every perſon who wiſhes to attain to any de- 


gree of excellence in ſtory-telling, ſo as to be 
capable of entertaining his auditors agreeably, 
ſhould ſtrictly ſcrutinize the extent of his geni- 


us, that he may be the better able to make 
ahoice of ſuch ſtories, as are beſt adapted to his 
capacity. Can any one refrain from laughter, 
to ſee a fellow, with a ſober, puritannical vi- 


ſage, endeavouring with forced grimace, and 


uncouth action, to entertain his auditors in the 


comic taſte; or to ſee another, with a demo- 


critical phiz, ever upon the grin, holding forth 


in the tragic ſtile? Let them only interchange 


their parts; let the merry take the merry, the 


grave the grave ſubject from his companion, 


each will excel in his way, and both merit 


our applauſe, who before met with our deri- 


ſion. 

It would ſeem as if thoſe who have a ſu- 
periour genius in the art, in whom nature, 
and judgment blend promiſcuouſly ; have no 


occaſion for any rule, whereby to model their 


conduct; but even thoſe are but too apt to give 
into many capital errors, and often marr all, 
by too intent a ceſite of pleaſing. Undoubt- 
edly they who poſſeſs ſuperiority of genius, 
need not be ſo very ſtrict in the choice of their 


ſtories, ſince they may, by a dextrous hand- 


ling, 
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Es 
ling, render the moſt inſipid tale pieafant and 
entertaining; as a fine performer on the vio- 
lin, will not fail to give his auditors great ſa- 
tisfaction, in playing even an indifferent piece 
of mulic; for what would be intolerable 
in a common performer, becomes tolerable 
enough, through the fine graces, and dexterity” 
of touch of the maſter, © But a wit, is too apt 
to give a Jooſe to the Juxuriance of his fancy, 
and becomes tireſome through an ebullition of 
genius: his ityle is correct; his thoughts are 
brilliant; but he deviates too much from his 
ſubject, and the main ſtory evaporates in a 
_ profuſion of ornament... As we have already 
drawn a ſimile between ſtory- telling and muſic, 
it may not be amiſs te carry it a littie farther 
as the following ſtory may ſerve to illuſtrate 
what we have val. 
When Signor Giardini, who is allowed by 
every one to be one of-the fineſt ſingers this, 
or any other age has produced, fiiſt came to 
England, it being in the ſummer ſeaſon, he 
engaged at Marybone; whence the fame of his 
maſterly performance ſoon ſpread throughout 
the town. The late Mr. Geminiani, with 
whom I was intimately acquainted, called om 
me one evening, and inſiſted that I ſhould go 
with him to hear this Phoenix, this wonder of 
the age. We went accordingly : Mr. Giar- 
dini performed a ſolo. At firſt an univerial 
ſilence reigned : it ſeemed as if the audience 
were raviſhed 'in extaſy : the ſoftneſs of his 
harmony created the moſt pleaſing ſenſations, 
and the wonderful agility of bis finger alter- 
B 3 nately 
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vately challenged our admiration, Mr. Ge- 
miniani, could not help launching out into the 


moſt extravagant encomiums on the ſuperiour 


excellency of his performance. Oh! my 
Gd, exclaimed he, What execution! 
© what ſurprizing execution ! he do what he 
« pleaſe with his fiddle. I concur'd in opi- 


nion with Mr. Geminiani, and muſt own L 


could not help applying the following lines of 
Dryden's ſecular ode, to this ingenious Italian: 


Timotheus plac'd on high | 
Amidſt the tuneſul quire, —_ » 
. #fith flying fingers touch'd the lyre : 
The trembling nates aſcend thy ſky, 
And heavenly joys inſpire, 


But before he had gone through half his 
ſolo, I found my ear fatigued, 1 knew not 
why; a diſguſt had ſtolen upon me quite in- 
ſenſibly, and I was diſpleaſed at ſomething, I 
knew not at- what, I communicated my 
thoughts to Mr. Geminiani, who I found be- 
gan to labour under the ſame indiſpolition as 


myſelf, and being a much more ſkilful judge 


of muſic than I, ſoon informed me of the 
cauſe. le play very fine, very fine indeed, 


© Sir,” ſaid he, but he ſpoil his ſolo, by 


adding too much of the ornament” A 


friend in company, who heard what Mr, Ge- 
Miniani ſaid, aſked him whether he was ac- 


quainted with the compoſition ? No, pon 
+ my word, Sir, I am not: it be his own 
compoſition very likely; or, perhaps, it may 
| : 155 be 


A 
© be ſome new thing he has brought over with _ 
© him from Italy.” © * *Tis one of your ſolos, 


Sir.“ © One of my ſolos ! Oh 'tis ſhocking! 
© exectable ! I have not patience to ſtay any 


longer: he murder my ſolo, he play the 
« devil with my folo; 1 not know my own 
© ſolo, by G—.* In fhort, the compoſition 


was ſodrowned in a torrent of cadence, ſhake, 
and quaver; and the fundamental part ſo be- 


wildered in ornament ; that the compoſer him- 
ſelf could ſcarce be made to believe, that he 
had had any hand in the compoſition, 


Let the genius in ſtory-telling keep the fore. 


going example conſtantly in view, and reject 


that falſe notion, that one cannot have too much 


of a good thing: let him add ſufficient grace 
and ornament to decorate bis tale, but ever 


avoid the tinſel and the tawdry. 


We ſhall next proceed to ſtorytellers of an 


inferior claſs, who have an inclinaiion to ſto- 


ry- telling, with little or no genius; and doubt 
not but to render them, invita Minerva, boon 


companions before we part: nay, if they will 
promiſe ſtrictly to purſue the method we ſhall 
lay down, we dare inſure them of as lange 
a ſhare of ſucceſs in their claſs, as thoſe of 


7 imaginations in theirs. - 

t generally happens, that theſe of inferiour 
genius or knowledge in an art, are more am- 
bitious of diſplaying their talents, than thoſe 
of ſuperior fkill and judgment, I have often 
intreated a wit, for half an hour together, te 


favour me with a ſtory, without ſucceſs ; but 
upon the leaſt hint to a man of ordinary capa- 
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city, have been involved in a tedious narrative 
of two hours, three fourths of which time, 
might have been fairly ſummed; off as meer 
froth : ſo many hems, and hahs, ſo. many re- 
petitions and tautologies, ſuch reiterated ap- 
plications of the titillating powder to the noſe, 
that I pruteſt I have been often ſurfeited gf 
ſtory- telling for ſix months after, 3 

This is the rock, on which men of ſhallow 
underſtanding generally ſplit. They want 
action, they want ſpirit ; their thoughts are 


cold and barren, incapable of enlivening, or 


imbelliſhing, their tale; and yet, anxious of 
Paſſing for what they are not, they would fain 
impoſe themſelves upon their .company for men 
of wit, and vivacity; and vainly imagine to 
counterballance their deficiency: of imagination 
by endleſs tautoligies, and their want of ſpirit 


and action, by 14 5 Rappee with an air; 


and are not a little diſappointed, when they 


fail to meet with that applauſe they flatter 


themſelves they deſerve. | | 
Theſe gentlemen we do adviſe, to confine 


themſelves to plain narrative. Let them make 
choice of ſuch ſtories as require leaſt ornament, 


and reject thoſe of too great a length, as ab- 
ſolutely unfit for their purpoſe z the plain, the 


conciſe, they will find much better adapted to 
their talents: if they form themſelves upon 
this plan, they will for certain, become more 
entertaining; and inſure themſelves a ſhare 
of applauſe adequate to their merit. A plain 


ballad may be as pleaſing in its kind, as the 
more elaborate piece of muſic; and may gain 
>, applauſe 
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applauſe to a man of an indifferent voice, 
| who would become ridiculous, ſhould he at- 
tempt a fine opera air: thus have I known a 
man, who had acquitted himſelf to admiration 
of that good old patriot ſong the Roaſt Beef of 
Old England, forfeit the lawrels he had ac- 
quired, by murdering an air in Artaxerxes. 
Monotony, or a ſameneſs of tone, is a very 
capital fault in ſtory-tellers of every denomi- 
nation, as nothing can be more ungrateful to 
the ear. A different modulation of tone is 
abſolutely neceſſary, if we would give intire 
ſatisfaction to our auditors, as the raifing and 
falling of the Voice, has a moſt delightful and 
barmonious effect: tis like the Fortes and Pianos 
in muſic, which by diffuling an agreeable va- 
riety throughout the ear, -hinder the ear, from 
being fatigued, and make us overlook many 


trifling errors; both in the compoſer, _— the 5 


performer. 

It is evident from what has been ſaid, that 
examining the extent of our capacity, in order 
to make choice of ſuch ſubjects as we are beſt 
able to handle, is the great hinge on which 
the art of ſtory- telling turns: a baſis, or foun- 
dation on which every one muſt build, who- 
would attain to a proficiency in the art. It 
now only remains, to caution our pupils 
againſt certain hereſies, which have ſprung up 
among ſtory-tellers; as well among thoſe of 
diſtinguiſhed, as thoſe of inferiour merit: for 
in ſtory- telling, as in religion, there is a great 
diverſity of ſectaries, who differ as widely 
from true ſtory-telling, as the Perſian from the 
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true Muſſulman. In order to render our mean-- 
ing more perſpicuous, and intelligible, we 
will arrange under proper heads, the different 
ſectaries, or ſchiſmaticks, who through inad- 
vertency, or willfulneſs, deviate from the ſyſ- 
tem: ſuch are— the horſe-laughers—the anti- 
| buttoniſts—the pipebreakers the primmers 
15 kickſhins—and the ſwearers, or infernal- 
iſts. 

The horſe-laughers, are a very numerous 
ſet. Their error in general, proceeds from 
wilfulneſs: they practice the horſe- laugh, be- 
cauſe they think it ſprightly and becoming; 
and falſely imagine they paſs for men of more 
than ordinary importance, by drawing tf 
eyes of the whole room upon them: but, in. 
their ear be it ſpoken, *tis not in admiration of. 
their wit; but of their impudence that the 
company gaze. This incongruity is as uſu- 
ally introduced, to uſher in a witticiſm, or 
brilliant repartee ; as the keitle drum, and 
trumpet are, to uſher in the theatrical houſe, 
and is productive of the ſame effet: for as. 
the voice of the heroical perſonage is generally 
drowned, amidſt the clamour of the martial 
ſymphony ; fo the poignancy of the jeſt is as 
ſurely blunted by the horſe-laugh. We do 
therefore adviſe our pupils, to lay aſide this, 
aye and every other kind of laugh, from the 
commencement, to the end of their narration ; 
as a method of procedeing highly impolite and 
impolitic. In tales of the comic caſt, the 
cheek ſhould. be ever dimpled with a. ſmile ; 
an air of caſe, and good humour ſhould ap- 
935 1 | pear: 
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pear throughout the whole; but the naviator” 
ſhould never be the firſt to laugh at his own 
jeſt, leſt what he looks upon as witty, ſhould 
appear in a different light to the reſt of the 
company, and he undergo the mortification of 
being left to laugh at his own folly. Others 
there are, who though they do not profeſs 
the horſe-laugh, are nevertheleſs reducible un- 
der the ſame head; fince they are no other 
than a branch of that ſect; I mean thoſe 
who prelude their ſtory with egad | I'l 
tell you a tale, ſhall make you ſplit your 
ſides with laughing—a promiſe which raiſes 
the expectations of their audience to ſuch A 
pitch, that let them diſplay all the wit they 
are maſters of, yet they will never be able to 
anſwer the idea their hearers have formed of 
their ſuperior excellency, conſequently will de 
incapable of giving them the ſatisfaction they 
expect. Thus diſappointed, far from ſplitting: 
their tides ; tis ten to one whether they will 
deign to laugh at all: what a ridiculous figure 
muſt the man make, who has fo odly promiſed 

what he is not able to perform! 
The Anti- buttoniſts are a ſet of inadvertent: 
hereticks, whoſe rage againſt buttons is inex- 
preſlible; they perſecute them whenever they 
meet them, and put them to the moſt exqui- 
Hite tortures ; and yet, what is ſtrange enough, . 
they bear no malice, or averſion to that uſe- 
ful invention, but their cruelty p: oceeds fron 
meer inanity, or want of thought. This is 
a piece of indecency carefully to be avoided by 
our pupil: t.s not only very rude and unman- 


ner, 
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nerly, but it hinders the auditor, in his great 


anxiety for the fate of his button, from pay- 
ing due. attention to what he is relating. 
There is another branch of this ſet, much 
-more tolerable than their brethren : thoſe who 
at every period of their diſcourſe, ſmooth 
your band with the niceſt care, or adjuſt the 
curls of your perriwig, But though they are 
leſs miſchievous, they are not a whit leſs trou- 
bleſome : we do therefore advice our pupils, 
to lay aſide this officious cuſtom of torment- 
ing their hearers. If they find this ridiculous 
habit of fingering grown ſo ſtrong upon them, 
that they are incapable of breaking through 
it ; let them apply to Mr. Deard, who, for 
the tfifling expence of ſixpence, will furniſh 
them with a neat, pretty toy of an' intire new 
conſtruction, called a twirlabout, à piece of 
mechaniſm which we have invented, after 
many years cloſe ſtudy, ſolely for the uſe of 
ſuch of our pupils as * under this 11 821 
neſs. 

The pipe-breakers are a ſeQ, little different 
from the anti- buttoniſts, for as the latter take 
a delight in deſtroying your bottons; fo the 
former take a pleaſure” in mutilating your to-, 
bacco pipe, which you no ſooner lay out of 
your hand, than whip ! *tis broke, and the 
fragments inſtantaneouſly converted into two 
drum: ſticks; and your ears ſo ſtunned with 
tattoos and marches, that let your pericra- 
nium be ever ſo ſtout, and your ſtory ever ſo 
good, you will think your entertainment pur- 
chaſed at far too dear a rate. This method 
fo 
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of narration may not improperly be called the 
opera ſtyle, ſince always accompanied with 
muſic ; for wondreus to relate, not only the 
drum, but the flute, the baſs viol, and the 
dulcimer, are alternately imitated by the in- 
genious performer. This error like the for- 
mer, proceeds intirely from inattention and 
want of thought; the twrilabout will there- 
fore, we preſume, prove as ſovereign a noſ- 
trum in this, as in the former caſe ; and may 
be the means of preſerving the half ſmoaked 
pipes of many inoffenſive gentlemen: from de- 

ſtruction. 
The primmers are a moſt audacious, iaſo- 
lent ſect. Their error, which is founded in 
the idea they form of their 'own importance, 
; confifts in cocking their hat full in your face, 
* aring you out of countenance. This is 
*©figure made ofe of with great ſucceſs in ab- 
ſufd, and incredible tales; as it generally in- 
forces a belief; and compels the timorous au- 
ditor to confeſs, even that black is white. 
But arguments we preſume, are needleſs to- 
demonſtrate to our pupils the impropriety of 
this conduct. We will however, as a caution 
to thoſe refractory primmers whoidiſdain to 
give ear to wholeſome: advice; inſert the fol- 
ſowiypg adventure, Which happened, the other 
day, in a certain coffee-houſe, under our im- 
mediate inſpection. A primmer was enter- 
taining his audience with ſeveral incredible 
. oddities, which they ſeemed not rightly to di- 
geſt, and even gave ſome intimation of their 
doubts; but were ſoon primmed into ſilence, 
one 
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one only excepted, a plain modeſt behaved 
man, who required ſome explanations, which 
the orator thought he ſhould be better able to 
filence than to ſatisfy : he accordingly ſtrutted 


up to the gentleman, and. cocking his hat in 


his face, aſked him, in a- voice that might 


have frighted a city captain at the head of his 
trained bands,. whether he queſtioned his ve- 
racity.? The gentleman, with the greateſt 
compoſure imaginable, laid down his pipe, 
ſeized on the noſe of this hector with the 


fore finger and thumb of his left hand, and 


with his right hand applied ſo ſound a box to 
his right cheek, as made him bluſh, in deſ- 
pite of his native impudence. This we looked 
upon at firſt as a remedy ſomewhat too vio- 
lent, which would be apt to irritate, inſtead 
of alleviating the diſeaſe; but a moment con- 
vinced us that our conjectures were ill founded. 
The operation proved both ſafe, and gentle; 
and was productive of a moſt {urprizing, and 
inſtantaneous, effect on the primmer. It gave 
immediate eaſe to the contorſed muſcles of. his 
viſage, reduced his chapeau to its primitive 
cock, and from a lion, he became—a lamb. 


| begged pardon for the offence committed, and, 


*tis to be hoped, formed a reſolution to behave 


with more decency: for the future. 


The kickſhins are a ſet, who 3 very 
little from the anti: buttoniſts, and pipe- 


breakers; the latter denounce vengeance 


againſt your button, or your pipe, the former 
againſt your ſhins, and your ſtockings ; ; with 
which they Wage a continual war. They are 


however, 


1 


C28) 
however, the moſt civilized ſect of any we have 
yet deſcribed ; and, move our choler leſs than 
any other ; for they have no ſooner broken your 
ſkin, or daubed your white ſilk ſtocking, than 
they beg ten thouſand pardons, cap in hand; 
with ſo many marks of a ſincere repentance, 
that none but a man of the greateſt inhuma- 
nity, can refuſe them the indulgence. they ſue 
for. Let our pupils nevertheleſs be caretul to 
avoid this error, as equally indecent, and 
dangerous ; for they may chance to meet with 
thoſe, who, ſcorning to be out done in civi- 
lity, will in return for a broken ſkin,. made 
them a preſent of a broken head. 

The ſwearers, or the infernaliſts, are a ſect 
of hereticks, whoſe rhetoric conſiſts in a 
rhapſody of random oaths, with which they 
interlard every period of their diſcourſe. This 
is an error which probably proceeds from ha- 
bit and inattention; for no thinking man 
would, we imagine, wilfully act the part of a 
Denon, and fill his audience with horrour, 
inſtead of delight. The ſpectator tells a 
ftory of a gentleman, who, obſerving this 
bad habit reign predominant” in the diſcourſe 
of ſeveral of his intimates, formed a ſcheme 
for their reformation. He invited them to an 
entertainment; having previouſſy placed an 
amanuenſis behind a ſkreen in the ſame room, 
with ſtrict injunctions to commit every parti- 
cular of the converſation to writing. When 
the entertainment drew near to a concluſion, 
and the company began to talk of departing, 

he produced his Paper 3 told them, that ima- 


gining 


(16) 
gining their converſation would prove both 
edifying and entertaining, he had taken the 
liberty of committing it to writing, and 
begged they would afford him a moment's at- 
tention; which they very readily agreed to. 
But how great was their aſtoniſhment; when, 


inftead of a converſation ' worthy of rational 


beings ; their ears were aſſailed with a torrent 
of blaſphemy, which fiends themſelves would 
have bluſhed at. They ſhuddered in cool 
blood, at the repetition of what had paſled in 
the heat of converſation; and all went away 
with a firm reſolution to refrain for the future, 
from ſo immoral and ſhocking a practice. 

Let our pupils be careful to avoid this, and 
every other error we have proteſted againſt ; 


let them model their conduct according to the 


© dictates of this ſhort treatiſe ; and we dare 
aſſure them they will reap as much benefit, as if 
we had been more prolix upon the ſubject. +. 
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e AT and dog, man and wife; ſo 
nid the proverb many. centuries ago, 
ſeo it ſays to this day, and fo it will. 
continue to ſay, and juſtly too, in ſœcula ſacu - 
\ lorum ; that is (in order to oblige: our un- 
learned reader) as long as the world ſtands: 
but if every man, who is plagued with a 
vixen, would haye recourſe to the following 
noſtrum, I make no doubt but that he wou 
fxperience the ſalutary effects as well as my 
eriend oxcheek; though I would not on any 
account, recommend it to be eſſayed upon 
every trivial occaſion, ſince it is one of thoſe 
violent remedies, which will either kill or 
cure; therefore only fit to be applied at the 
laſt extremity, when the diſeaſe has baffled all 
other power of medicine. 


£3 4 


In theſe delightful regions called Broad 
Saint Giles's, where the ruddy noſed ſtrong 
| | | Water 


—— 
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water nymphs breath their amorous ſighs in 


aromaticks; where the fragrant ſauſage, com- 


bining the more delicious ſavour of ſtale ſpiats 


and ſtinking whitings, regales tne noſtrils with 
a pleaſing, perfume,. ſtands an ancient cellar, 


long ſacred to the goddeſs of plenty. Here 
the duſty ſmall- coal man, the ſooty chimney- 


ſweeper, the ſturdy coalheaver, and loqua- 
cCious cobler join in promiſcuous revels. 


Plenty ſhakes her cornucopia, and lo ! beef, 


ſoup, and pudding ſmoke upon the board, 
Maſter oxcheek, plenty's ſuperintendant, of- 


ficiates here as maſter of the ceremonies : as 
_ worthy a wight as ever ſet knife to fir loin; 


worthy to be recorded in the annals of far 


ſounding fame; ſince to his hoſpitality we 
are indebted, for many a brilliant production 
both in verſe, and in proſe, How many pud- 
ding inſpired poets, and porter drinking pa- 


* 


triots, have reeled from his cellar to their 
garrets, big with ſome grand deſign; and 
have favoured the public, the enſuing morn, 


with overflowings of their genius; perhaps a 


dirge upon the raiſing of porter, or an ela- 


borate oration againſt the exerciſe. 


It is a trite but true obſervation, that even 
the beſt of men are as liable to misfortunes as 


the worſt, 


It was the hard fate of poor oxcheek, to be 


plagued with as very a ſhrew of a wife, as the 


great Socrates was in days of yore: happy, 


| Hat) he been endowed with ſo phiſoſophic a turn 


of mind as that philoſopher. He ſwore, he 
threatened 3 and tried every expedient, the 


baſtinado 


„ 1 
baſtinado excepted, but he might as well have 
preached to the winds; for his remonſtrances 
had no manner of effect, on this incorrigible 
hantippe. | P 

Oxcheek at length, heartily tired with 
ſtemming againſt the ſtream, reſolved to take - 
the advice of neighbour Sly, a cobler of ſome 
eminence; a ſhrewd drell kind of fellow, 
who had an excellent knack at a ſong, or a 
catch, and was looked upon as the oracle of 
the neighbourhood ; he accordingly, one day, 
taking the advantage of the abſence of his 
wife, who was ſtept aſide upon ſome neceſſary 
occaſion, paid a viſit to his friend Sly; and 
ſtating his caſe, begged he would favour him 
with a little wholeſeme advice, Sly, twiſt- 
ing his face like the head of a baſs viol, took 

his ſtirrup in his hand, and with a ſneer, ex, 
preſſive of his ſuperior penetration and ſaga- 
city, ſung. FI 


0 


I hops you'll give me leave to ſpeak, 
FI I maybe ſo bold; 
There's nought but the devil and this good 
trap, Ee 
Cauld ever tame a ſcold.” 


A word to the wiſe, you know. Oxcheek 
immediately took the hint: and, having bor- 
rowed his neighbour's ſtrap, took his leave ; 
fully determined to make the experiment, the 
very firſt opportunity that ſhould. offer. 

He had no ſooner ſet footing in his own 
dominions, than Mrs. Oxcheek begun to tu 


* 


up 
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up her clapper : why now, you nafty, ugly, 


hang in chains dog,” : ſaid ſhe, * where have 
you been all this while? ha !—here muſt T 
toil, and moil to earn an honeſt livelyhood, 


while you are ſtjuandering your ' ſubſtance 


away, upon a parcel of vile trollops- You 
naſty ill looking villain you |—Was it for 
this I refuſed ſo many good matches ? there 
was. Jack Juniper, the brandy merchant, 
would have married me, though I had not a 
ſhoe to my foot, ſirrah | that he would: 
there was Timothy Have, the barber, would 
have given his eyes to have had me; and he 
had a matter of twenty pounds in money, 
beſides a good ſhop.—I wiſh the parſon was 
at the devil, that coupled me to ſuch a low” 
lived, ſneaking ſcoundrel : however, I hope 


I ſhall live long enough, to ſee you ride up 


comfort to me, you rogue | it will” - 
Want of breath, not want of elocution, at 
length put a period to her oratory; and her 


« Holborn Hill backwards; that will be ſome 


. huſband, who had liſtned to her elaborate diſ- 
-courſe with the greateſt attention, began with 
- all the compoſure imaginable, to oppoſe. the 


rhetoric of his ſtirrup, to that of her tongue; 


and gave her a pretty rude ſample of his new _ 
-acquired art, Mrs. Oxcheek, to whom this 


kind of entertainment was quite novel, kicked 


and winced like any young colt; but her 


huſband, reſolving to break her to the bit, plied 
her ſo heartily with ftirrup-oil, that ſhe ſunk 


beneath the diſcipline, and lay motionleſs at 
his feet, Poor Oxcheek was afraid he had 


done 


(0 219 


done for her, and ran as faſt as his legs would . 
carry him to fetch the ſurgeon ; ; who, after 
examining her from top to toe, declared, in 
a jargon hardly intelligible, that her caſe 
was very deſperate; but that he hoped he 
ſnould be able, by his profound ſkill in chiror 
mancy, to ſet all to rights again. | 
Having anointed her bruiſes, and got her to 
bed, he had now leiſure to contemplate the 
mag niſicence of the apartment, which had 
| hitherto eſcaped his obſervation. Two erazy 
benches, an old oblong table, with a cloth 
Riff with the greaſe from many a dirty pair of 
chops; and a large earthen pan: well reple- 
niſhed with oxcheek, were the firſt objeclis 
that met his fight: in vain did he turn his 
eyes on every lide, he could perceive no, ſigns 
either of money, or monies worth; he there- 
fore took an haſty leave with a firm Teſolutien 
not to 'return ;; and his patient owed this 
bleſſing to her poverty, that ſhe was as well re- 
eſtabliſhed in three days, as a more opulent 
dame would. have been in three months; for it 
is a maxim with thoſe cormorants, to ſtick as 
cloſe as their leaches to a well repleniſhed 
purſe 18959 
Sometime alter, the conſcientious ſurgeon 
brought in a trifling bill of five ſhillings, 
which he charged for his ointment and at- 
tendance. Maſter Oxcheek objected to the 
charge, which he inſiſted was quite unreaſo- 
nable, and exorbitant; as he had, after his 
fuſt viſit, n * his wife. de In 
Ort 


(2) 
ſhort the ſurgeon perſiſted, and Oxcheek con- 
teſted for ſome time, till finding it was im- 
poſſible to obtain any abatement, he agreed 
to pay the money: but upon examining into 
the ſtrength of his purſe, and finding a defi- 
cicency of ſome two ſhillings, was obliged to 
have recourſe to neighbour Sly, who was an 
honeſt, open hearted foul ; and lent his money 
to a friend, with as much chearfulneſs as 
others receive it. he ot 
Mrs. Oxcheek, who took a ſecret pleaſure 
in her huſband's diſtreſs, as ſhe was ſure ſhe. 
might, for the future, Jet her tongue run with 
impunity, fince her huſband would be loth, 
ſhe imagined, to pay at the rate of five ſhil- 
lings per ſtirrupping bout; took the opportu- 
nity of his abſence, to indulge herſelf in her 
beloved gatulity : ſhe blamed the ſurgeon for 
being too moderate in his charge; and ſwore 
he was a fool, that did not underftand his 
r 2 4 5 
At length her huſband returned, with half 
a piece which he had borrowed from Sly: 
© here,” ſaid he to the ſurgeon, throwing 
down the half guinea upon the table, give 
© me fixpence change, and pocket the ten 
© ſhillings ; you will then be paid for the next 
s time I ſhall have occaſion for you: a bird 
© in the hand, is worth two in the buſh; I 
< ] may happen to be out of caſh when 1 
© ſend for you next, which will be the 
< firſt time my termagant B h of a wife, 
gives me the like provocation.“ Madam 
2 d hearing 
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hearing this unexpected reſolution of her 


huſband's, remained as mute as a fiſh; and 
if what fame reports may be depended up- 


on, it had ſo happy an effect on her fa- 


ture conduct, that from the moſt terma- 
gant, ſhe became the mildeſt, gentleſt crea- 


ture living. 


The 
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T will not, we preſume, be diſharetatlle te to 

our readers, if we prefix to this ſtory a ſhort 
ſketch, or deſcription of that learned body 
called Jeſuits. Ignatius Loyola, a gentleman 
of Biſcay, was the founder of that order : be- 
ing diſabled in the wars, he applied himſelf to 
gain his livelihood by devotion ;- and having 
read ſome books which fitted his purpoſe, pre- 
tended. to revelations, and aſſociating himſelf 
with eight or nine more, went to Rome; 
where he eſtabliſhed the ſociety of the Jeſuits, 
which was confirmed by "pope Paul the third. 
They are, without diſpute, the moſt learned 
community of any in Chriſtendom, that ac- 
knowledge the papal juriſdiftion : and might 
be of infinite benefit to ſociety, in the educa- 
tion of youth, but for the pernicious tenets. 
they incultate, which have rendered them 
- juſtly obnoxious to all mankind ; fo that we 
may ſoon expect to ſee them expelled, the 
. few remaining countries where they are ſuf- 
| fered to inhabit, They excel to a proverb, 
in the laudable ſcience of quibling, and throw- 
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ing a gloſs upon the truth ; and make no 
ſcruple of perverting the plaineſt meaning, 
when it tends to their own advantage. That 
they are the greateſt body of merchants in 
Europe, is notorious te every one, who is in 
the leaſt acquainted with that ſociety : their 
commerce extends to every quarter of the 
globe; and that the cloak of religion enables 
them to traffick more ways than one, will ap- 
pear by the following ſtory. 

There lived in the city of Naples, at that 
period of time when _ duke D'Offona was 
viceroy, a rich old uſurer, bigotted, and ſu- 
perſtitious to the laſt degree; for though he 
made no ſcruple of rapine and extortion, as 
vices incident to his profeſſion ; he failed not 
daily to aſſiſt at maſs, at a neighbouring con- 
vent of Jeſuits, for whom he entertained the 
higheſt veneration : there, with a ſtring of 
beads of the largeſt dimenſions, he uttered 
aloud his pious ejaculations, and recited his 
Pater Noſter with great ſeeming devotion ; 
though perhaps he had the very moment be- 
fore, thrown ſome poor wretch into a goal, 
Who had been unable to comply with his ex- 

orbitant demands of Cent. per Cent. 
The Jeſuits had long fixed an hawk's eye 


on this old hunks, on account of his riches; 


and having cultivated his acquaintance, be- 
gan by the aſſiſtance of their ſpiritual artil- 
lery, to lay cloſe ſiege to his conſcience ; at 
leaſt to what remnant of conſcience he hay 
left. Death !—immortality heaven I—hell! 


all theſe ee were fo artfully diſcuſſed, and 
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commented upon in his preſence, that they 
ſoon baniſhed from his brain, the ſmall por- 
tion of ſenſe, nature had bleſſed him with; 
and raiſed in its ſtead a confuſed jumble of. he 
knew not what. In ſhort, they carried the 
farce ſo far, that they reduced old gripus to 
abſolute deſpair ; which contributed not a lit- 
tle to ſhorten his days. EN 
When they found his laſt moments now 
approaching, they thought it high time, by 
the application of a little Jeſuitical balſam, to 
heal the wound they had made; and expatiat- 
ing on the wonderful effects of charity, 
which they aſſured him, being properly ap- 
plied, would efface the guilt of the greateſt of 
ſinners; they worked him up to a belief, 
that by the pious, and charitable act of diſin- 
heriting his only ſon, a promiſing youth about 
twelve years old, and leaving his ill gotten 

wealth to the ſociety, he might cheat the devil 
of his due. 1 . 
The credulous old dotard having given his 
conſent, one of the holy fathers performed the 
office of a notary, at which they are very ex- 
pert in order to make ſure of their game, and 
drew a will; by which the old fool left his 
whole fortune, which amounted to one hun- 
dred thouſand ducats, to their convent ; upon 
condition they ſhould cauſe prayers to be ſaid 
for the repoſe of his ſoul, and receive his fon 
Novice in their order : but the old man, who 
maizre the hardneſs of his heart, was not quite 
loſt to every ſentiment of paternal tenderneſs ; 
had leſolution enough to refuſe executing "N 
N | will, 


* 
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will, till i ſome proviſion ſhould be made for 
his fon, in caſe he ſhould refuſe to: profeſs, 
when arrived at years of diſcretion. The Je- 
ſuits: finding the time preſs, were under a ne- 
ceſſity of complying with ſo reafonable a re- 
queſt; and a clauſe was accordingly inſerted, 
in theſe equivocal terms: That in caſe of 
* ſuch refuſal to profeſs, he ſhould be allowed, 
© for his maintenance in the world, ſuch part 
aof the fortune bequeathed, as they themſelves 


= <« ſhould chuſe: they thought, by this evaſion, 


to elude the intention of the teſtator ; - and 
have it in theit power, to oye! the ſon juſt 
what they pleaſed. - - 

Old Gripus, who was not a man of the 
brighteſt underſtanding in the world, approved 
of the clauſe, and ſigned the will; ſoon after 
which, being cloathed in the garb of a Jeſuit, 
in which attire they perſwaded him he would 
be a match for all the devils in hell, he de- 
parted this life. 

The good fathers, you may be ſure, loſt no 
time in poſſeſſing themſelves - of his effects. 
They - inveſted the youth with the habit of a 
novice, and left no arts uneſſayed during his 
noviciate, to engage him to profeſs: but the 
| youth was proof againſt. their artifice, and 
informed them, the moment he became of 
age, that his inclinations leading him to pals 

his life in the world, he would be no longer 
immured in a cloiſter, and concluded with de- 
manding his diſmiſſion; which, though ſore 
againſt the grain, they were now obliged to 
| e wi.h, 
C 2 5 few 


171 
N N 
1 
i 1 

1 
1 : 
q {i 
17 * Y 
N 4 
111 
1 
1754 
n 
I? 1 
* 

7 
46 3 
1 
5 Fj 
HH . 
0 . 5 
1 
7 
is, 1 £48 
* 4 
4 7 18 
*H & 1 
1 
3 z 
S 4 . 
IH 
* 8 : 
LY 
4 43: 
[ in 

4 
7 71: 
F329 
C2 
11 
) n 

* 
11 

„ 
"y 75 
1 
y 

#1 

9 a} 

7 f 

th 

" 
{ 
$ 

4: 

; 
4 * 
N 


. n 1 "AF 51 8 
—ͤ—ͤ — 2 — — 
— — —— Ws — 5 


—— 
* 


( 28.) 


A few days afterwards, having informed 
himſelf of the contents of his father's will, he 
waited on the ſuperiour, and deviſed to know 
what ſatisfacton the convent intented to make 
him, for the immence riches his father had 


died poſſeſſed of; he being as they well knew, 


pennyleſs, and incapable of any employment 
by which he might earn a livelyhood. The 
ſuperiour putting on an hypocritical air of be- 
nignity and good nature, common to Jeſuits, 
and which they can ſhift at pleaſure; told him 
he could conclude on nothing without con- 
vening the chapter, but that if he would call 
again in a day or two, he might poſſibly be 
able to give him an anſwer. 
The youth returned at the time appointed; 


when the ſuperior repreſented, in the moſt 
moving ſpeech, the extream poverty of their 


houſe; that not imagining they fhould be ever 
called upon to refund, they had expended the 
whole, long fince, in charitable uſes : never- 
theleſs, in tender regard to the memory of the 
deceaſed, whoſe liberality they had ſo often 
experienced, they have reſolved to employ 
their utmoſt efforts to raiſe him a competency 
to live upon, and that five hundred ducats 
were at his ſervice. © Juſt heavens, ex- 
claimed the youth in a rage, five hundred 
< ducats! why had you offered me one half.“ 
Sir,“ reſumed the ſuperiour, in a mild 


tone, interrupting him; © I take God to wit- 


„ nefs, that we have even exceeded our abili- 


| © ties. in what we have done for you: be- 


5 ſides, your father's will limits no particular 
| « ſum 
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© ſum ; but leaves it to our diſcretion, to give 


© you what we pleaſe.” The youth replied 


not, but by a furious look, and leaving the 
convent, returned to his lodgings ; not with- 
out making by the way, ſome bitter reflections 
on the memory of his deceaſed parent, which 
nothing but the complicated circumſtances of 
paſſion and diſappointment, could excuſe. 

The next day, an old acquaintance of his, 


who followed the profeſſion of the law, hap- 


pened to call upon him with an howd'ye; to 
whom, upon his remarking the grief fo, viſi- 
bly painted on his countenance, he related 
what had paſſed the preceeding day, between 


him and the Jeſuits; ending his narration, 


? 


with an hearty | curſe upon all of that order. 


His friend aſked him, whether he had made 


the viceroy acquainted with the affair; to 
Which he anſwered in the negative: And 
© why did you not?“ reſumed his friend, 


© D'Offona delights in diſtributing juſtice ; 


© ahd after ages will be charmed with his can- 
© dour and integrity.” Alas ! replied he, 


* What would it avail me to apply to him? 


what redreſs can I expect? my father's will 
is abſolute.; and had they, inſtead of five 
© hundred ducats, offered me as many pence, 


© I can fee no remedy.” Come, come,” 


© ſaid bis friend, I perceive you are a meer 
© novice in affairs of this nature: leave the 
management of your, ſuit to my care, and 
© Tl undertake that the viceroy will do you 
© juſtice; and even ſet afide your father's will, 


C3 © rather 


© rather than ſuffer * cormorants to devour 
your inheritance.” _.. 

Having agreed to acquieſce i in his friend's ad- 
vice, the caſe was ſtated in the form of a pe- 
tition, and preſented to the viceroy, who 
ordered all parties to attend on the mor- 
row. 

The next morning, ere break of day, the 
audience- chamber was crowded with an infi- 
nity of people, of all ranks; for the af- 
fair having tranſpired, made a great noiſe in 
Naples ; and every one was anxious, to hear 
the determination of ſo intereſting a cauſe. 

The Jeſuits produced the will, which the 
viceroy ordered to be read: then addieflin 
himſelf to the complainant, he aſked him, if 
he had any thing to object to the validity of 
the will. No, my lord duke,” ſaid he, 
but TI humbly entreat your excellency to be 
pleaſed, according to that juſtice which has ; 
ever been your diſtinguiſhing character, to 
explain it ſomewhat more to my advantage 
than thoſe fathers have done; who would 
ſain graſp all to themſelves, and leave me ſo | 
ſcanty a ſtare of ſo ample an inheritance.” 4 
Sir,” replied the viceroy, the will of ; 
your father. muſt be complied with /— 
(here the Jeſuits caſt a triumphal ſneer at the 
unfortunate youth, who bore the marks of 
grief and diſappointment in his countenance.) 

— This will, continued the viceroy, or- 
© dains, that theſe good fathers ſhall give you 
„ ſuch part of the hundred thouſand ducats, 
© as they themſelves ſhall chuſe.—“ I decree 

© then, 


edict 


KR 


. 


© then, ſeeing it is plainly, and expreſsly ſaid in 
© the wil), that they ſhall give you what 
© they themſelves ſhall chuſe ; that they pay 
© you, immediately, the ninety thouſand five 
© hundred ducats, which, as js evident by 
© their offer to you of five hundred, they 
« choſe for themſelves.“ The Jeſuits, not dar- 
ing to diſpute the viceroy's commands, quitted 
his preſence, with manifeſt tokens of their 
diſgrace ; and retired to their convent with a 
mob at their heels, who pelted them all the 
way, ſo unmercifully, that they looked, when 
they got home, as if they had juſt ſtept out of 
the pillory. | 


"Thus the viceroy foiled them at their own 


weapons, by a laudable uſe of that ſophiſtry, 

which they employ to the deceiving mankind : 
the moſt partial could not but acknowledge the 
juſtice of the decree ; and all Naples rung with 


repeated acclamations, of long live the great 
duke D'Oſſona. 


— 
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Captain RAKESHAME and his 
Man TRUSTY ; 


O R, 
HoNzsSTY zhe beſt Policy: | 
a TE A Bb Be 


NYAPTAIN Rakeſhame, one of the he- 
roes of this true ſtory, was the youngeſt 
ſon of a very ancient family, whoſe ori- 

gin is almoſt equal with the world; and the 
branches of which, have ſpread into all dif- 
ferent nations under the ſun, He gave from 
his moſt tender years, the moſt promiſing 
hopes of a fuperiour military genius; for he 
placed his ſole delight in ſpearing of flies upon 
a pin, and cuffing and quarelling with his 
ſchool-fellows. 
- His friends, who perceived what a turn he 
bad for the military art, thinking it was pity 
to curb his martial diſpeſition, purchaſed a 
commiſſion in the guards for him, before he 
was twenty; and found themſelves not de- 
ceived in the judgment they had formed, of 
his 


( 33) 

his courage and capacity: cutting and ſlaſh- 
fighting and bloodſhed, were the conſtant 
topicks of his diſcourſe ; and woe betided the 
beef and pudding, - that happened to fall in his 
way at that time: certain it is, he was a very 
ga allant officer, and had ſuffered much by 


rench fire, though he had never 0 out of 5 


the ſmoak of London. 

Captain Rakeſhame at length, * ſurſeited 
with — took it into his head to marry, 
by way of change. For this purpoſe he be- 
gan to look out, not where the moſt virtuous, 
and beautiful lady, but where the moſt opu- 
lent fortune was to be found: for the captain 
formed very inadequate ideas of the holy ſlate | 
of matrimony; ſince the aggrandizing of his 
fortune, and going to bed to a freſh girl, were 
the ſole motives on which he acted. But as 
providence, whoſe deſigns are unfathomable, 
was pleaſed to ordain it; he paid his uncouth 
addreſſes to a young lady, adorned with ſo 
many accompliſhments, that the greateſt peer 
in Britain, might have gloried to ſigh in her 
chains; and though he met with all the diſ- 
dain and contempt a man of his character de- 
ſerved, from the young lady, yet the tyran- 
nical authority of an avaricious old father (if 
he may be ſo called a father, who. proftitutes 
his daughter for gain, overballanced all ob- 
jections on her part, and they were mar- 
ried.) ä 

The 83 fickle and inconſtant as the 
wind; :whoſe whimſical noddle, like a wea- 
OO turned to all the different points 

Cs of 


of the compaſs in an hour, took a fudden 


(34) 


diſguſt to the town: the ideas of ball, opera, 
play and maſquerade, vaniſhed intireiy from 
his brain; and the more rational ones of 
flower Saamnalie meads, murmuring rills, 


quavering trees, and tuneful nightingales, oc- 


cupied their place. A country ſeat was im- 
mediately purchaſed; and the Captaln and his 
lady, who was extremely happy to find this 
alteration in her huſband's conduct, bid an 
eternal farewel to London. | 
But ah ! how vain, how fluQuating are bu⸗ 


man reſolutions ? — The Captain when he 


arrived at his ceuntry ſeat, was ſo inraptured 
with this new ſcene of life, that he gave him- 
ſelf up intirely to rural occupations; and in 
imitation of many a valiant, and experienced 
Roman chief, diſdained not to cultivate his 
garden with his own hands; but this life, 
which might have ſuited a perſon of a more 
ſedate turn of mind, having loſt the charms of 
novelty, - grew irkfome, and infipid to a man of 
the Captain's gaity; who, if we may believe 
that planets have any manner of influence 
over human ſyſtem, may be concluded to 


have been born, under that volatile planet 


called Mercury: he ſoon loſt all reliſh of re- 
poſe and tranquility, and longed ardently to 
mix again in the tumultuous buftle of the 
town. Anexcuſe he thought muſt be found, to 
give a plauſible appearance to ſuch an under- 
faking; for he would not on any account ex- 
poſe himſelf to the taurt:, and gibes of his 
adorn EE _ whom he had com- 
municated 


(35) 
municated his imaginary ſchemes of rural hap- 
pineſs. 

There is an approved old maxim, which 
inform us, That nothing is difficult to a 
willing mind.” A moment's reflection, will 
convince us of the veracity of this adage. 
Do we not, read in hiſtory, both ancient and 
modern of the moſt incredible acts of heroic 
valour ? do not the annals of love furniſh us, 
with a variety of ſurprizing ſtratagems to win a 
coy maid, or gain admittance to a favourite 
miſtreſs? let us now deſcend to the gentlemen 
of the pad, and their near allies the lawyers; 
with what wonderful deyterity do they pick 
your pocket ! have you ten guineas in your 
purſe, quick, preſto, be gone; and you have 
not a ſouſe left: can you or I perform theſe 
magical operations ?—no—and why not? 
becauſe a willing mind is wanting. —But we 
have deviated ſomewhat from our tale, for 
which we humbly beg our reader“ 8 eee. 
To proceed then; ; 

The Captain's ingenuity foon obviated this 
difficulty : he forged a letter, as from a friend 
at London, informing him of the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity there was for "his appearance at that 
capital, to adjuſt fome affairs of conſequence. 
This letter he thought, would ſkreen him ef- 
fectually from any fatirica! remarks that might 
be made on his conduct, and the eaſier recon- 
cile his lady to his departure. Having ſhewn 
his paſſport, he obtained leave to depart, 
though not without ſome difficulty ; for ſhe was 
apprehenſive leſt the gaiety of the town, and 

the 
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the converſation of his old companions in ini- 
quity, ſhould awaken in his mind certain for- 
mer inclinations, deſtructive of the tranquil- 
lity they enjoyed. | 

 Rakeſhame ſet forwards, with as much ala- 
crity as a ſchool-boy on a play-day, accom- 
panied only by his old and faithful vat 
Fruſty. Truſty, the mirrour of domeſticks ! 
let it ſuffice to his praiſe, in order to avoid the 
fulſome tediouſneſs of a panegeric, that he 
equalled, in approved fidelity, both the hu- 
mourous, and facetious partridge in Tom 
Fones ; and the renowned aa" Wie *(quire 
to that valorous and doughty Knight, Don 
Quixote of the Mancha. 

The Captain upon his arrival in Wa 
took a ready furniſhed lodging at the court 
end of the town, and gave Aa looſe. to his 
former libertiniſm. * Truſty,” ſaid he ore ; 
day, I ſhall ſpend the evening with a few ; 
felect friends at the tavern, bnt ſhall be 
within before twelve: there are two guineas | 
for you; take care to provide me a pretty 
young wench againſt I return : none of your 
vagrant ſtreetwalkers, but a girl of cha- 
racter and reputation in her way; and,— 
hark ye,—take care my lanlady don't ſmell a 
rat. The girl may go to bed when ſhe 
chuſes, I would not have her wait for me 
ay, and you may bring, the maid for your- 
ſeif, Truſty, if you can conveniently thou 
loveſt a bit of young et, old boy, In 


* thee,” 
Honeſt 


LN 


5 gy BY oy . % ͤ ! 
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_ Honeſt Truly: was not very well pleaſed 
with this new employment of pimp general, for 
hitherto, the Captain had always ſtarted his 
own game : he took the two guineas however, 
or rather ſuffered them to be put into his hand; 
and the Captain whoſe levity and unconcern 
had hindered his remarking any backwardneſs 
in Truſty to obey his up turned in his 
heel and departed. + 

Poor Truſty, who had a preat affection for 
his maſter, and as great a regard for his miſ- 
treſs, having well weighed the conſequence. of 
his commiſſion, determined as every honeſt 
placeman ſhould do, to throw it up; ſince it was 
plainly inconſiſtant with henour and con- 
ſcience: he therefore penned a billet to his 
maſter, ſetting forth the motives of his con- 
duct, and having incloſed the two guineas, 
although there was five times that ſum due to 
him in wages, depoſited it on the table, and 
left the lodgings; fully reſolved to take French 
leave. He had ſcarce gone the length of the 
ſtreet, when he was hailed by a black- moor 
wench, with a pair of broad powting lips, 
and a noſe as flat, and as big as a potatoe, in 
ſuch familiar terms, as left him no room to 
doubt of her vocation, At the inſtant he con- 
ceived a lucky thought: and having engaged 
the wench for the evening, took her back 
——＋ him to the lodgings, and got her to 
Deo” =: 

About two o'clock Captain Rakeſhame came 
in half ſeaſoned, ſhouting, and ranting like 
any bedlamite ; and having undreſſed * 

ept 


Kept into bed without examining into the hue 
of his bedfellow.—“ Joan is as good as my 
© lady in the dark: —he kiſſed her, careſſed 
her, and ſo forth; and the warmth of his 
imagination repreſented her more beauteous 
than the Paphian goddeſs. But when he 
awoke next rnorning and drew open the cur- 
tains in order to take a clearer ſurvey of his 
commodity, how great was his aſtoniſhment! 
—*twould paſs thy ſkill, ingenious Hogarth, 
and yet thy mimic power is great, to give a 
due expreſſion to the mixture of horror and 
ſurprize, that blended on his countenance, 
when he deſcribed the ſooty compleCtien of his 
conſort. He had a confuſed idea of a certain 
bugbear, or hobgoblin, called the Devil; for 
he uſed at one certain period of his life, ts go 
to church, in compliance with the then reign- 
ing faſhion, in order to ogle, and take ſnuff 
to greater advantage; and by the deſcription 
he had had of Monſieur le Diable, concluded 
that this could be no other than his dam. 
The coal-black maid, who perceiving his 
amazement, ſtretched her arm over kim in a 
loving embrace, and endeavoured to ſooth him 
by the warmth of her carefles ; but Rake- 
ſhame, who made ſure he was now carrying 
bodily to Old Nick, ſprung from the bed, and 
roared fo loud that the whole houſe was pre- 
ſently alarmed, and came to his ſuccour. | 
My landlady was the firſt that entered the 
room, and the firſt thing that preſented itſelf 
10 her fight, was madam's fun ” 


(39) 

and ſhe began as follows. S0 there have 
© been fine doings here I perceive. Why now 
©: Captain Rakeſhame, I wonder how you can 
s uſe me in this batbarous manner; I that am 
©. a virtuous woman, and have lived in this 
< neighbourhood this twenty years paſt in 
6 good repute. — Ves, fir, 1 defy any one to 
< impeach my character; I never ſuffer any 
© ſuch proceedings under my roof, I'll aſſure 

you. Fye upon you, Captain, you that are 
© a married man too, to have to do with ſuch 
© trollops: indeed if ſo: be that you was a ſin- 
© ple man, why then indeed, I can't ſay: but 
that — to be ſure.— But I'll turn the brazen 
© huſſey a packing, that I will; and if it were 
© not out of regard to you, fir, Bridewell 
© ſhould be her portion, as I'm a perſon it 
„ ſhould.* So ſaying, ſhe attempted to draw 
down the cloaths, beneath which the: coal- 
black maid had cencealed herſelf ;: but hap- 
pened, in her hurry, to ſeize upon the girl's 
hair and the bedcloaths together. The girl 
feeling the ſmart, ſtretched forth her arm, for 
ſhe was of the Broughtonian race, as ſtout a 
virago, as the hundreds of Drury could. boaft 
of, and ſeized my lanlady by the noſe, which 
happened to be pretty prominent, not unlike 
that of a ſnipe. My landlady quitting her 
hold, made an effort to ſpeak, but the holding 
of her noſe, rendered her jargon unintelligi- 
ble; and the coal- black maid ſtarting up at 
the ſame inſtant, in order to wage a more 
equal war with her antagoniſt, my — Fs 
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(49) 
ſeized with the ſame apprehenſiond as Rake- 
ſhame had been before, gave a loud den, 
and fell upon the floor in a ſwoon. | 

When the buſtle and tumult had pretty 
well ſubfided, the Captain highly irritated at 
being made the object of publick ridicule, 
rung for bis man; and- after ſeverely repri- 
manding him for his inſolence, paid him his 
wages, and diſmiſſed him his ſervice. In vain 
did honeſt Truſty, on bended knees, aſſure 
him of the goodneſs. of his intention, which 
was nothing more than to give him an hearty 
diſguſt to that ſort of cattle; the Captain was 
inexorable, and inſiſted on an immediate 
INI with his orders. 

Poor Truſty was now like a fiſh out of 
water, for he had ſerved from a boy in the 
family of the Rakeſhames, and had a parti- 
cular attachment to the Captain, whom he 
had waited on when at college, and lived 
with ever ſince : he reſolved therefore to return 
to the country, and endeavour through the 
mediation of his miſtreſs whom he knew to be 
a moſt ſweet tempered woman, to get himſelf 
reinſtated in his place. He began his peregri- 
nation on foot; and as he trudged along began 
to reaſon with himſelf as follows. What 
the plague have ſervants to do with con- 


ſcience? why of all other profeſſions ſhould 


© they alone be honeſt ? is not conſcience ba- 
© niſhed from the tradeſman's counter, from 
© the merchant's compting houſe, from the ſtu- 
dies of grave phyſic, and loquacious law; 
1 Owe not the eloquent divine, who ſo vehe- 
4 * mently 


(4) 

© mently enjoins her worſhip from the in 
© caft her aſide with his ſurplice. Conſcience, 
« farewell |—I'll: none of you; you axe not a 
poor man's market: was it not for the per- 
« nicious tenets you inculcate, Truſty might 
« yet have kept his place, been his — 2 
8 favourite, and in the high road to for- 
tune. i 
Truſty's good genius would now SE in- 
j to diſwade him, if poſſible, from 
open rebellion; but upon ſecond thoughts, 
ſhe concluded, that the moſt effectual method 
of recalling him to his duty, was to let him 
remain in his new adopted error. This had 
ſoon the deſired effect. Truſty had ſcarce 
proceeded two furlangs, when conſcience 
whom he had renounced, began to reproach 
him for turning his back upon his beſt friend: 
Two words to a bargain, quoth he, What 
© are riches ! what is power! if accompanied 
with the pangs I feel ? conſcience and po- 
1 verty for me; riches and the tortures of 

* guilt to the lot of thoſe, who are raſh enough 
© to make it their option.* Here he ended 
his ſoliloquy : luckily enough for his noſe 3 
for had db continued it two minutes longer, 
he would have run apparent riſk of breaking 
it againſt the gates of the Captain's rural habi- 
tation, which he was within ſix yards of de- 
fore he perceived it. 

Having gained an aber of his lady, who 
Was greatly ſurprized at his returning without 

his maſter, he told her, with tears in his eyes, 
that he had been diſmiſſed the ſervice, —* Diſ- 


c miſled, 


„ 

miſſed the ſervice, Truſty,” ſaid ſhe, what 

do you mean?” my maſter has diſcharged 
me madam, “ —4 Truſty, continued 
the, I know you was always a favourite; 

* you muſt have miſbehaved greatly, or I am 
© ſure your maſter would not have paited with 
© you.” Indeed, madam, TÞ ll tell you the 
whole truth,” ſaid he, my maſter ſent me 
© te market to buy a fowl, and I happened to 
bring him a black legged fowl, inſtead of a 
+ white legged fowl, Which made him 0 an- 

* gry, that he diſcharged me,” 

Mrs. Rakeſhame thought undoubtedly, that 
her huſband. was a very whimſical capricious 
ſort of a man; but ſhe took care as every pru- 
dent lady ſhould, not to indicate the leaſt hint 
of what ſhe thought, in the preſence of ber 
ſervant. Well, Fruſty,” laid: ſhe, if that 
© be all your fault, I promiſe you my-good of- 
« fices ſhall not be wanting, to make up mat- 

c ters between your maſter and you; though 

© you ſhould be more careful for the future; 

© every body knows, that a black legged fowl, 

© is not ſo good as a white legged one. -Iwill | 
write immediately to my huſband in your |, 

© behalf; and make no doubt but that he will 

< comply with my requeſt : in the mean time, 
provide yourſelf with a lodging in the town, 

for ſince my huſband has thought proper 

© to diſmiſs you, 1 cannot entertain you with- 

bout his conſent.” 4 

The good lady was as good as her word.: --— Ml 
ſhe wrote to the Captain, in the moſt , modeſt © 

| N chat ſhe thought, and doubted net but 
+$-- that 


© eter A Fr ed 
that he would alſo join with her in opinion, 
when his paſſion had time to ſubſide, that 
Truſty's puniſhment might admit of ſome 
alleviation, fince his fault proceeded entirely 
from the effects of his ignorance ; and that it 
would be rather too ſevere upon an old and 
faithful domeſtic, to loſe his place meerly for 
an error in point of marketing; and buying 
a black legged fowl inſtead of a white legged 
fowl. The Captain, who had already re- 
pented parting with fo valuable a ſervant, was 
ſo charmed with his good ſenſe, in giving the 
Kory ſo diſcreet a turn, that he ery readily 
granted his lady's petition, and reinſtated the 
faithful Truſty in his former employment; 
and a vacancy happening ſoon after, by the 
death of one of his ſtewards, preferred him to 
the ſtewardſhip,” and had ever afterwards a 
particular eſteem for that worthy ſervant. * _ 

Thus Trufty experienced the veracity of the 
old adage, which aſſures us, that honeſty is 


a . 


the belt policy. 
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Striking Picture of Matrimonial 
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ever drove nail in timber, lived as happy 
a life as man could live, till his good or 
bad genius (I know not which) inſpired him to 
do pennance for his fins; I mean to marry. 
He married then: alas the day !—Mrs, Ann, 
for ſo the good creature was called whom he 
deigned to make bone of his bone, took great 
care, like the reſt of her ſex, to put on her 
beſt airs before marriage; you would have 
ſworn ſhe could not ſay boh ! to a gooſe; and 
yet, between you and 1, ſhe was a very Xan- 
tippo. She liſped out honour and obey, in ſo 
humble, ſo compliant a tone; that Plumpjoles 
the parſon, turning up. his eyes to heaven in 
_ admiration, compared this loving couple to the 
primitive pair, and prayed heaven to ſhower 
down its choiceſt bleſſing upon them. 


{ ACK Sawwell; as honeſt a carpenter as 


Well— 


„ 3 nc ID 


(45) 
Well—the honey - moon, you may eaſily 


imagine, wained an uninterrupted ſcene of 


rapturous delight. Not ſo, egads! you are 
ſhrewdly miſtaken in your opinion: madam, 
whoſe temper like a brooding; tempeſt, had 
kept lowring a while, only to pour down with 
the greater impetuoſity, began the very next 
day, to give him a ſpecimen 0 Werd go was 
to expect in futuro. 8 

Honeſt Sawwell, aroſe the nent mei 
highly delighted with the paſſive obedience of 
his wife, and went to work as uſual; for he 
was an induftrious pains taking man; none of 
your holiday- makers. Before he went out, 
he gave 1 ene. half a guinea; © my dear”, 
ſaid he, © buy us ſomething nice for dinner, 
6 though it coſt a ſhilling extraordinary, let 
© us go thrqugh the week as merrily as we be- 
gan it.” Would you believe it, Gentlemen, 
Mrs. Ann, for once-in her life, paid an im- 
plicit obedience to her huſband's commands : 
probably her paſſion for tid bits reigned predo- 
minant that day; that is the only reaſon I am 
capable of aſſigning for her condeſcenſion. 
To market ſhe went, and purchaſed a wild 
duck, as ſhe thought, and as the poulterer 
ſwote:; ; but we can affure our readers, from 
very good authority, that it was nothing more 
than a widgeon ; which bird bears ſo near a 
reſemblance to the wild duck, that none but 
a connoiſeur, can diſtinguiin the one from the 


other. 


When her huſband came home, my 
dear, faid "mw * what do you think I have 
| bought 


--- 4683 
bought for dinner? I do'nt know, replied 
he, © mahap you may have bought a gooſe. 
No, continued ſhe; but I have bought 


as fine a wild duck, as ever you ſet your 


< eyes on.“ Having depoſited her duck in a 
diſh, poured her gravy over it, and added the 
neceſſary garniſh of a flice of leman, ſhe 
ſhewed it up. ß. B74 

The carpenter now returned from whetting 
his knife upon the ſtairs, and * eyes 
on the diſh—* zZounds, Nan, cried he, why 


„ ſure you. did not buy this for a duck.'— 


©. Not buy that for a duck ! why what did 1 
buy it for then,” cries Mrs. Ann, toſſing up 
her head? — Why 'tis no more a duck than 
I am a duck, replied the carpenter ; take 


>þ nl my word for it, "tis nothing but 2 widgeon.' 


— A widgeon ; a fool's bead, cries his wife 
in a rage, do you think I don't know a 
< duck when I ſee it as well as you do? be- 
s ſides, the woman ſaid it was a duck. 
„The woman is a lying b— h, ſaid the 
carpenter, © i'1] warrant you imagine the wo- 
man knows better than I do, who am a 
« Lincolnſhire man, and have killed ſcores of 
them in the Fenns.— Why now only be- 
hold the obſtinacy of the man, cries Mrs, 
Ann, why I. tell you again it is a duck; 
and it ſhall be a duck . My dear, ſaid the 
< carpenter, who had much of the philoſopher 
in his temper, © you do not conſider, that 
© while we are ſpending the time in idle diſputes, 
£ the widgeon- ſtands :cooling.'—* *Tis no 
s widgeon I tell you again, ſays his wife, 
** . 6 but 
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© but a- duck.” Well then, my dear replied 
he, let it be a duck, for peace ſake: © for 
c peace ſake, or not for peace ſake, continued 
6 ſhe, it is a duck, and I will take my oath it 
« js a duck.“ I Town it, ſaid Sawwell, *twas 
_ © was in the wrong : let us agree to drop the 
« diſcourſe, my det, and do you carve the 
© duck.” His wife reſolving to have the laſt 
word, continued to harp upon the ſame ſtring 
all the time ſhe-was carving:—“ yes, ſays 
ſhe, looking attentively at her huſband, tis a 
£ duck'; look as ſpiteful as you pleaſe tis a 
„ duck? in ws) ß ane wil £4449 
Sawwell, who had now loſt all patience, 
roſe from his chair: damn you for a terma- 
£ gant b—h, ſaid he, I have been fool 
enough to let you have your own way for 
© the ſake of a quiet life, and yet that will not 
content you, but you muſt be bringing up 
the old ſtery again; hold your tongue, or 
© by G- d ii cuff you handſomely.—“ Hold 
* my tongue, ſays ſhe, © why ſhould I hold 
© my tongue, when I know it is a duck j=— 
© you cuff me, I defy you, you villain ! touch 
me at your peril, PI! clapperclaw you,” you 
rogue |! —yet, tis a duck; in ſpite of your 
© teeth tis'a ——' duck ſhe would have ſaid, 
but a+ ſtout box from her huſband made the 
word recoil down her throat again. And 
now-a moſt dreadſul combat enſued :—pinch- 
ing —ſcratching—tearing - cuffing - and bruiſ- 
ing. The victory which had long remained 
doubtful, declared itſelf at length in favour of 
her huſband ; and the wife, totally _— 
| | e 


| fled into the ſtreet, ſtill crying out, is 2 duck, 
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*tis a duck,'=—Sawwell having lopped off a 
leg and a wing, marched away to the next 
publick-houſe, eat his dinner in peace, and 
returned to his evening work. When he 
came home at night, all was quietz no men- 
tion made of the quarrel: they ſipped their 
lamb's-wool together, and went to bed; where 


Mrs. Ann, confermed again to the doctrine | 


of paſſive obedience, as ſhe had done the 
preceeding night, "= 
The next day at dinner, my dear, ſays 

ſhe to her huſband, I hope in God we ſhall 


eat Qur bit to day, with a little mare com- 


fort than we did yeſterday: you muſt con- 
feſs however, that you was in a very ill 
humour.“ Nay, my dear, replied the 
carpenter, do't ſay ſo, it was the effects 
of your obſtinacy: did I not deſire you to 
drop the diſcourſe ? it ſeemed to nie as if 
you took a pleaſure in contradicting me, 
and making me angry.“ Nay, but how 
was I to blame?” cries ſhe, © I only ſaid it 
was a duck; and a duck it was, that 1 am 
very certain of. Come now, don't begin 
again, Nan, don't,” ſaid honeſt Sawwell, 
let us live peaceably and quietly, cann't 
you ?—* with all my heart, replies ſhe, « I 
am ſure, if no body loved quarreling better 
than I do, there would be more peace, and 
harmony in the world than what there is: 
but however, I am very certain as how it 
was a duck ; if I was to die this moment.” 
— Nan, hold your Tongue, once again,” 

| ſaid 


(49 ) 


ſaid the carpenter, who began to grow warm. 


Why ſhould I hold my tongue, replies ſhe, 
when I know it was a duck ?? zounds |! 
© woman,” cries Sawwell, whom her obſtinacy 


had irritated, if you will not be filent, 


U ſerve you as, I did yeſterday.”—* No, 
* that, J will not,“ ſays ſhe, © it was a duck ; 


þ 


© and I will ſwear it was a duck.'—And now, 


an hearty cuff from the carpenter gave the 


ſignal to engage. Mrs. Ann, with nimble 


fingers, ſeized with both hands upon a diſh, 


big with the remains of the ſubject matter of 
their diſpute, and darted it like lightning at 


her huſband's noddle: but undoubtedly by the 
interpoſition of ſome deity, the diſh took a 
cuntrary . courſe, and fell amongſt a ſet of 


china, which Mrs. Ann had purchaſed the 
day before; three cnps, two ſaucers, and the 


lid of a, broken tea- pot fell ſacrifices to her 


The carpenter at length, tired of waging ſo 


unequal a fight, ſeized upon a crabſtick that 


ſtood near him, which was a twin brother of 
that of the famous parſon Adams, of whom 


Fielding in his excellent romance makes ſuch 
honourable mention; and the victory which 
had hitherto been doubtful, began to declare 


itſelf in his favour, when the appearance of 
the neighbours, who had been diſturbed by 
the uproar, put a final concluſion to the com- 


bat, By their friendly interpoſition, the breach 
was again cemented, and they paſled the enſu- 
ing night as loving as two turtles ; but the next 

day at dinner the 55 was brought upon the 
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carpet, and a battle fought and won, as uſual, 


and from that time to this, not a day has paſ- 
ſed, but has been productive of the like con- 
ſequences. . ; . 


Ec 


cc 
£c 


the prince, and to the peaſant ; by ſnewing 
from what trivial cauſes thoſe dire diſſen- 
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<« The following tale is (we preſume) no 


_ unnatural picture of matrimonial life. The 


moral it conveys, may be of equal utility to 


tions ſpring, that imbitter the married ſtate, 
and render what, otherwiſe, would be the 
higheſt ſcene of happineſs, and moſt per- 


mament felicity humanity is capable of en- 


joying ; the loweſt ſcene of wretchedneſs, 


and moſt permanent miſery.—It is indeed 
inconſiſtent to expect perfect happineſs in 
this life; ſuch being incompatible with the 
nature of man in his mortal ſtate, who 


cannot poſſibly arrive at perfect and laſt- 


ing felicity, until he be deyeſted of hu- 


manity : but let him not therefore contri- 


bute to his own wretchedneſs, but rather 


endeavour to render himſelf as happy, as 
the nature of his being-will admit of.” | 
ce In diſſentions betwixt huſband and wife, 


both parties are apt to imagine themſelves 


in the right; but to ſpeak candidly, and 
impartially, they are generally both in the 


wrong. In trivial affairs, where it im- 
ports not a jot who is right, or who is 
wrong, the huſband's good ſenſe, ſhould 
teach him to avoid childiſh diſputations 
with his wife; and the duty and obedience 
* of the wife, ſhould inſtruct her to ſubmit to 
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the judgment of her huſband, and common 
ſenſe teach her not to ſour his temper by 
contradicting him, although ſhe ſhould hap- 
pen to be in the right, left ſhe facrifice the 
future happineſs of her life, to the momen- 
tary gratification of her own vanity. And 
I muſt inſiſt upon it, though it will un- 
doubtedly ſeem a paradox to ſome ladies, 
that rhe wiſe is ever to blame, when ſhe 
perſiſts, tenacious of her argument, to con- 
teſt with her huſband : in trivial diſputes, 
ſhe ought always to ſhew her condeſcenſion 
by ſubmitting. What benefit can poſhbly 
reſult to her from a victory gained at fo 
dear a rate, as the loſs of her huſband's af- 
fections? let her rather, like the great Sci- 
pio, learn to gain a ſure and laſting victory 
by temporizing. When her huſband has 
had leiſure to reflect, and becomes ſenſible 
of his miſtake; with what delight, with 


what ixexpreſſible raptures will he behold 


the dear woman, or rather the dear angel, 
who could make ſo great a ſacrifice to his 


& tranquillity ! he will amply repay, by a 


profeſſion of love and tenderneſs, the mor- 
tification ſhe under went for his ſake.” 

„ But we have already made too long a 
digeſtion from our ſubject: we will there- + 


fore reſume our tale, and leave to the pul- 


pit, what belongs to the pulpit. This hint 
then ſhall ſuffice, which every married lady 
may improve at pleaſure,” e 


„ 


Harun AL RASHID, and. the 
DERv1s, 


An Ouiental T K . K. 


O prince ever aſcended the Moſlem 
- throne, with more joyful acclamations of 
the people than Harun Al Rafhid : they 
. themſelves the higheſt felicity, from the 
adminiſtration of a prince fo eminent for piety 
and virtue. His ſtature lofty as the cedar, and 
his mind more fruitful than the olive: he was a 
lover of learning, and an encourager of the 
arts and ſciences. Every one was now am- 
bitious of paying his court to the riſing ſun, 
Who with an impartiality natural to great 
ſouls, diſtributing his rays on all alike; nor 
made he any diſtinction, but between virtue 
and vice. He could diſcover merit and true 
nobility cloathed in fetters; and detect the 
degenerate ſlave, lurking beneath the garb of 
a lord: he placed his ſole delight in diſtribut- 
ing juſtice to his people, and was jealous of 
the ancient glory of his kingdom. Thus he 
became the darling of his ſubjects, whoſe af- 
fections were centered in their prince: they 
grew mighty beneath his power, as the ſhrubs | 
that Rouiilh beneath _ ſpreading oak; neigh- 
bouting | 


( 53) 
bouring nations became tributaries to his 
throne, and made him umpire in their dif- 
ferences. 5 55 


The court was not deficient of flatterers, 
who in hopes of gaining their prince's favour, 
failed not to extol the moſt minute of his ac- 
tions: their blaſphemous tongues ſcrupled not 
to proclaim his virtues, even ſurpaſing thoſe of 
the prophet. He liſtened to their ſoft per ſua- 
fion, the ſubtle venom glibes through every 
vein ; he orders trophics to be erected to per- 
petuate his-name, he thinks it. beneath the 
dignity of a prince to trouble Himſelf with 
ſtate affairs; and devotes himſelf intirely to 
his pleaſure ; the nation groans beneath the 
oppreſſion of his favourites; Harum is deaf to 
their complaints ; his neighbours invade his 
roperty; Harum is loſt to all ſenſe of glory. 
The - virtuous few, who have eſcaped the ge- 
neral contagion, fly from his palace, now be- 
come a conltant ſcene of riot and debau- 
chery. | 
Harum now began for the fuſt time, to ex- 
perience the tortures of a guilty conſcience. 
e loſt that plealing tranquility of temper he 
enjoyed in the exerciſe of virtue; became odi- 
ous to others, miſerable and wretched in him- 
ſelf, He complained of the duration of time, 
when ſatiate pleaſure which too great a fami- 
| harity had rendered taſteleſs and infipid : he was 
at a loſs to employ the remaining hours; and 
was reduced to ſuch a degree of wretchednefs, 
as to envy the happineſs of the meaneſt of his 
ayes. His body too, became ſharer in the 


1 diſeaſes 
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diſeaſes of his mind: the roſes vaniſhed from 


his cheek, his eyes loſt tbeir wanted vivacity ; 


care and anxiety had furrowed o'er his brow, 
and he retained no more of the former Harum 
than the name. „ 

He had formerly been told of a Dervis, who 
had in his poſſeſſion two invaluable ſecrets : the 
grand arcana, or art of changing all other 
metals into gold, and a certain water, which 
had the power of reſtoring old age to the 


bloom, and vigour of youth. Harum forbore 
any further enquiry at that time; he envied 


not the Dervis his riches, nor wiſhed to pro- 
long his days beyond their natural period ; but 
his luxury had now more than exhauſted his 
revenues ; a conſtant habit of vice had doubled 
the number of his years, and the ſtings of his 
conſcience made him ſhudder at the thoughts 
of approaching diſſolution; he therefore re- 
ſolved to go himſelf in queſt of the Dervis, 


and extort from him thoſe valuable bleſſings he 


poſſeſſed. / 
He diſguiſed himſelf in the habit of a pil 
_ grim, going to viſit the ſacred tomb at Meca ; 


and ſtealing from his palace, directed his ſteps. 


tdwards the mountain of Kamir, at the foot of 
which the Dervis had built his retreat. He 
found him at the door of his cell, with his 
body turned towards the caſt, and his head in- 


clined to the earth. When he had ended his 


devotions he aroſe, and perceiving Harum, 
< pilgrim,” faid he, for ſuch your garb be- 
© ſpeaks you, may God, and his holy prophet 
© have you in their keeping; and render your 

| journey 


K GK A A A M Aa 


K K K „ K K K a A a a AN 


6355 
journey proſperous. Lou have yet far te 
travel, e're you reach the ſacred tomb, whete 
all true muſſulmen offer up their devotions : 
enter into my grott, you have need of ſome 
refreſhment; the ſun is now in its meridian, 
and the heat exceſſive on the mountain; 
when the evening breeze comes on, you may 
purſue your journey with greater ſatisfaction.” 
Harum bowed his head, and followed the 


Dervis. 


Fou behold here,” ſaid the Dervis, the 
« utmoſt limits of my wiſhes, My manſion 


you ſee is neat, though not coſtly ; I want 


* for none of the conveniencies of life, nor 
do I covet any of its ſuperfluities, Dainties 
e ſerve only to vitiate, and deprave the appe- 


. © tite, and render more wholſome food inlipid : 
= 


riches, and ſplendour are gewgaws, which 
ſoon loſe their value, by becoming familiar 
to their owners. Son, when you have at- 
tained unto my years, you will then regard 
ambition, and all thoſe empty phantoms that 
fill the minds of the great, as vain deluſi- 
ons. Virtue will then appear to thee in 
her native charms. When ſick of the vani- 
ties of life, which will fly from thee with 
the rapidity of a torrent, nor leave thee 
aught but a little remembrance ; virtue, 
which as the laurel flouriſhing in perpetual 
bloom, is conſcious of no decay, ſhall prove 
to thee a ſweet conſolation.” 

Harum replied not; but a figh from the 


bottom of his heart, diſcloſed the anguiſh of 
his ſoul: ſome filent tears ſtole down his 


D 4 cheek, 


| Sn. 5 
cheek, ſo perfuaſive is the voice of truth, 
He began now to be ſenſible of the exceſſes he 
| had been guilty of; repentance ſpread her 
healing balm o'er his breaſt, and his counte- 
nance reſumed a little of its former ſere- 
nity, | 4s 
The Dervis had now ſpread the table with 
a profuſion of fruits: the ruddy nectarine, 
was blended with the purple fruit of the vine ; 


dates and dried figs crowned the entertain- 
ment, He drew water from a ehryſtial ſpring, 


which flowed in ſoft murmurs through a cor- 


ner of the grott : then turning to Harum, 


with a ſmile expreffive of the calmneſs of his 
ſoul, * pilgrim, faid he, ! ſit down and par- 


© take of this frugal repaſt ; but firſt let us 


« phet. DINERS | 
Having performed the accuſtomed ablutions, 


. 


implore the bleffing of God and his pro- 


they ſat down, Harum could taſte of — 14 
is 


the words of the Dervis were engraven in 


mind; and he remained for ſome time abſorb- 


ed in thought. After a long conflict in his 
ſoul, betwixt virtue and vice, the inate 


goodneſs of his diſpoſition appeared, as- 


the ſun breaking through the miſts that Te- 
clude him from our fight, and he broke out 
into this exclamation.— Oh! how wretched 
is man, when victim to his paſſions, he de- 


e viates from the ſacred path of virtue. — 


Then throwing himſelf at the feet of the 
Dervis: Father,” ſaid he, © behold at your 
6 feet the moſt wretched of mankind, even 
v the wretchen Harum, who after rendering 

nations 
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© nations tributaries: to his throne, has baſely 
© yielded himſelf a ſlave to his paſſion ; deign to 
| © beſtow one drop of that water you are ſaid 
© to be poſſeſſed of, and let the wiſdom of thy 
© diſcourſe, which Mill remains like muſic in 
mine car, teach thy ſovereign to reform his life.“ 

The Dervis looked up with aſtoniſhment, 
and notwithſtanding his palmer's dreſs, ſoon 
recollected the features of his prince. He 
aroſe in haſte, and gently raiſing him to his 
ſeat, proſtrated himſelf before him: com- 
© mander of the faithful, ſaid he, before 
| whoſe throne all nations proſtrate them- 
ſelves, what mortal ſhall diſpute thy juſt 
commands! behold me ready to teach yo 
to acquire the water you would poſleſs ; but 
know that time and ſtudy are neceſlary far 
the acquiſition :, we muſt expoſe our fingers to 
the briars, e're we taſte the fragrance of the 
© roſe.” lam ready—I am raady, cried 
Harum in an extaſy, however arduous: 
« the taſk: my follies have merited more 
© than you can impoſe on me.“ But firſt ſa- 
tisfy my curioſity. how the ineſtimable blei- 
{ing came into your poſſeſſion. | 


The Dervis bowed his head, and began as 


follows, Commander of the faithful, when 
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my father Ben Hadi, lay at the point of 
death, he called me to his bedſide: my 
© ſon,” ſaid he, my beloved ſon, my life is 
now drawing to its final period; I perceive I 
© have not many moments yet to live. Suſ- 
© pend the tear I ſee trembling in your eye: 
* diſpute not the will of the higheſt, who ig 
| "D > mindeg 
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* minded to take me to himſelf, and make me 
< partaker of thoſe pleaſures allotted to all 
© true Muſſulmen after death; but liſten with 
* attention to what I am now going to im- 
© part. It is true, I have no wealth to be- 
© queath you; this cell, and the few acres 
© that ſurround it, make the whole of my 
_ © poſleflions: but I have that which ſhall 
© make thee ample amends for that deficiency : 
© I will inſtruct thee how to acquire, two of 
© the moſt valuable ſecrets in nature; the art 
© of tranſmuting all other metals into gold, 
© and acquiring the water of life, which has the 
power of diffuſing a juvenile bloom o'er the 
© face of age, and infuſing content into the 
© ſoul. You ſee I have lived, many years 
beyond the ordinary period of man's life.”— 
Ah! father, ſaid I, interrupting him, 
© why do you not new ſeek the friendly aid 
< of that invaluable water, and continue to 
«* live for the ſake of a ſon, who lives in 
* you? my dear ſon,” continued he, preſ- 
ing my hand to his breaſt with a tenderneſs 
that quite overpowered me, it is beyond the 
© power of this, or any ether human aid to 
© befow immortalitye We muſt all die: 
6 this water, like other ſalutiferous medica- - 
© ments; though it prolong our life far be- 
© yord the uſual limits, cannot withſtand the 
* hand-of the almighty.” He then made me 
promiſe punctually to perform what he ſhould 
_ enjoin me. I promiſed him; and laying my 
hand on a koran, that lay upon his pillow, I 
walled upon our holy propket, to witneſs the 
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purity of my intentions. * Ceaſe not, my 


dearly beloved ſon,“ ſaid my father, to 
cultivate thoſe ſeeds of virtue ' implanted 
in your breaſt. Let thy conduct ever be, 
as it hath hitherto been, without reproach. 
Let not thy eyes be dazled with flattering 

appearances, but cheriſh virtue in whatever 
garb ſhe appears. Give not cauſe to my 
friends to lament my death; but let me live 
again in thee. Take this book,” continued he, 
peruſe it with attention: it will conduct you 
inſenſibly, to the degree of virtue required 
for poſſeſſing thoſe ineſtimable treaſures. 
When thou haſt carefully peruſed it, break 
the ſeals of this letter, in which the whole 
myſtery is contained: but ſhould you yield 
to a vain curioſity, and open it before the 
time preſcribed; the characters will inſtantly 
vaniſn, and you be rendered incapable of 
ever acquiring thoſe valuable ſecrets.” Hav- 


ng finiſhed, he embraced me with the ut- 


maſt tenderneſs; and expired in my arms, 
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- reſolved 


When time had moderated the violence of 
my grief, 1 bethought me of the book. In 
the wantonneſs of my imagination, I paſt 
whole days in calculating the vaſt amount of 
my future riches: I formed the plan of 
the palace I intended to reſide in, and 
to have the very pavement of 
ſolid gold ; and even bought up a large 
quantity of other ores, 'to convert into that 
precious metal, I then opened the book : 
It was written by the man Bedreddin, ſo 
famous for the ſanCtity of bis life; and con- 


Stained 
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tained the ſublimeſt precepts of morality. 
The diction was ſweet and majeſtic, and 
the arguments founded on reaſon, and good 
ſenſe were perſuaſive; and charmed me 
beyond expreſſion : I applied myſelf ſeriouſly 
to fulfil the promiſe I had made to my fa- 

ther, by a compliance with the duties it en- 
joined, | 
When I had finiſhed the book, 1 found 
myſelf quite a different man : no longer did 
a vain ambition fire my mind ; = was hum- 
ble and content. My thoughts ceaſed to 
rove upon grandeur: I held riches, in ſmall 
eſteem, nor was I anxious of prolonging the 
number of my days; the whole of my 
ſtudy was how to paſs. virtuouſly, the re- 
mainder of the life which heaven had. al- 
lotted me. I thought no more of the letter 
for ſometime, nor was I much diſappointed, 
when upon opening it I read the following 
lines.“ If thou haſt read, with profit the 
volume I bequeathed, and modelled thy life 
according to its dictates, already thou doſt 
poſſeſs the promiſed bleſſings. Content, the 
inſeperable companion of innocence, is the 
true Water of Life, which diffuſes health, and 
bloom on the countenance, and adds lengrh 
to our days; while deſpair and remorſe, the 
concometant of guilt bring on an early old 
age. Content ſhall alſo inſtruct thee in the 
tranſmutation, not only of metals, but of 
every thing e ſe into Gold; by teaching thee to 
be ſatisfied with what is neceſſary. to a quiet, 
and virtuous enjoyment of life ; and ſhewing 
the 
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the folly of quitting real good, for the purſuit 
of imaginary pleaſure 7 
The ſtory — us, that Elarum, having 
etw the book from the Dervis, experi- 
enced the ſame ſalutary effects; and having 
driven from his court thoſe flattering ſyco- 
phants, whoſe pernicious counſels had proved 
the ſource of his misfortunes, ſoon roſe to his 
priſtine glory; and by the juſtice, and lenity 
of his government, endeared himſelf to his 
ſubje&ts, and rendered his name ſacred to po- 
ſterity. 
« Heigh ho 8 this dull be has 
& even lulled me to ſleep, Jack,” ſays a cri- 
tic : tis a meer ſleeping potion, a fomni- 
c ferous draught. A tale quoth a !—his 
« former tales indeed are pleaſing enough; a 
„ veign of humour flows through the whole”; 3 
<4 but this is the moſt dull, inſipid, ſenſeleſs 
« piece of ſtuff— what the d—] buſineſs has 
© he, to bring his Turks, and his Arabs into 
« a Chriſtian country I—1 have no patience 
< with him 1 declare.“ Good maſter 
e critic, be not fo warm, we beſeech you: 
„6 the defect, if any, lies in you palate, net 
< in our ſtory. You, we perceive, are a jo- 
<< vial fellow; a true ſon of Comus: you de- 
« light in mirth inſipid tales; conſequently, 
6 the foregoing was never calculated for your 
6 meridian. A cock, who is maſter of his 
< buſineſs, ſhould always furniſn his table 
with a variety of viands, that ſo he may 
_ «. accommodate his ordinary to every palate. 
<< If a diſh is diſagreeable to any particular 
" gueſt, H 


| 
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* gueſt, let him conſign it to thoſe who dif- 
c fer with him in point of taſte ; and eat of 
that he likes beſt. Thus every one goes 
« away fatisfied : and no victuals loſt by the 
bye, for between thoſe who like this difh, 
-and thoſe who chuſe that, a clear table is 
generally made. The better to illuſtrate 
what we have advanced, we ſhall! take the 
liberty of quoting a puerile ſaying, that 

comes pat to our purpoſe.” 


6 Fack Sprat could eat nd fat, 

2 Flis wife could eat no lean; 
Aud ſo between them both, ? 
* They made the trenchers clean. 


& Now what has been faid in regard to 
cooking, may be as aptly applied to au- 
“ thoring 3 eſpecially in the medley way. 
6 We would therefore, in humble imitation 


<. of our fellow craft the cooks, endeavour to 
<< ſerve up a variegated kind of entertain- 
4 


ment, where every one may be able to 
« pick a bit : if his ſtomach kecks at co- 
4 mic, why ſhould he not be indulged with 

a mouthful of ſerious to fill his beily, ſince 


6 reſt of our cuſtomers ? —good Mr. . 
condeſcend ſo far as to conſider, the obli 
tion we lie under of rendering — 
agreeable to every palate; and in gratitude 
for ſuch your condeſcenſion, we paſs our 
„ royal word, to ſend you from our table, 


25 datiate with the food you like beſt. 
The 


he pays upon an equal footing with the 


The Fruitleſs PRECAUTION 
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IN the merry, and licentious reign of king 
Charles the ſecond, the ſpirit of gallantry 
ſpread, like a wildfire, from the court, to 
the moſt remote provinces of Britain. The 
rural ſcenes, till then the ſeat of Saturnian in- 
nocence, did not eſcape the general conta- 
gion : gallantry, or libertiniſm, for the terms 
are ſtrictly ſynonimous, reigned with equal 
ſway in the ſplendid palace, - and homely cot- 
men {og FL 
2 country ſquire of good fortune, had long 
conceived an inclination to enter into the holy 
nooſe of wedlock, but being a perſon of too 
refined a way of thinking for the reigning 
faſhion of the times, he found it no very. eaſ 
matter to ſuit himſelf in a conſort : long had 
he continued a fruitleſs ſearch from fair to 
fair; he ftill found that levity, and coquetry 
were the characteriſticks of every female he 
made his addreſſes to. Heartily tired in the 
- Purſuit, he had thoughts of quitting the chace, 
and remaining a batchelor the reſt of his 1 


( 64 ) 
when fortune, who generally confers her fa- 
vours when we leaſt expect them, thought fit 

to make him amends for all his paſt trouble, 
and diſappointments; by bringing him ac- 
quainted with the young lady the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of her ſex: at leaſt ſhe was ſo in his 
opinion. 

This peerleſs dulcina, had imbibed the 
chief part of her education, under the tutelage, 
of an old antiquated maiden aunt, who lived 
in a very retired ſituation ; and inveighed bit- 
terly againſt the follies of the age, becauſe ſhe 
had loft all hopes of partaking in them, -In 
" ſhort, ſhe was what you may call a forlorn 
ſpinſter: ſhe had been, a fine woman in her 
| time, but had trifted away the ſpring of her 
life in quaintneſs and coquetry, till winter 
bad ſtole upon her imperceptibly, and filvered | 
"o'er her head; and her admirers were all fled, 
before ſhe was aware of it, to a warmer i. | 
mate: ſhe therefore deſpiſed the world, be- 
caufe the world deſpiſed her; and © nobgdy 
cares for me, I care for nobedy, was now | 
the burden of her ſong, She had brought up | 
her niece in ſuch perfect ignorance of the 1 

world, that ſhe had never heard of gallantry; 

nor was ſhe even acquainted with the idiom of 
"the word, Her innocence, her beauty. made 
ſo ſenſible an impreſſion on the "(quire, that he 
married her though far his inferiour in point of 
fortune. The nuptials were celebrated at the 
aunt's houſe, who is ſaid to have ſighed, at the 
idea of joys ſhe was doomed never—cruel 
| thought never to experience. After a few 


days 
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days ſpent in carouzing, as is uſual upon ſimi- 
lar occafiotts, the new married couple ſet out 
for the huſband's ſeat, where they loved, and 
cooed like two turtles; finding no delight, 
but in the ſociety of each other. 
The *'ſquire one day, in the midſt of his 
dalliance with his charming bride, received a 
letter from London, informing him of the 


death of a near relation, who had bequeathed 


him a very conſiderable legacy, and made him 
his executor 3 and that his preſence was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary at London, in order to prove 


the will, The '{quire was not a little embar- 


taſſed upon the occaſion, as he muſt be under 
a neceſſity of quitting, for a while, his beloved 


wife, and knew not what might be the con- 


ſequence ; for at chat period, the ſanction of 
the court, rendered'the debauching of a man's 
wife ay glorious a' feat, as the gaining of a 
victory over the common enemy. Love of 
mammon, and love of wife, cauſed an alter- 
nate conflict in his breaſt : this moment he 
reſolved to forego the treaſure, and, like An- 
thony, ſacrifice All for Love ; the next, he 


changed his reſolution, and reſolved to ſacri- 
fice love to intereſt, ©* Oh ! for the glowing 


genius, and energie expreſſion of an Homer; 
© then, courteous reader, would we entertain 
© you with a poetical deſcription of a battle: 
* Plutus and Venus, ſhould have a ſound bout 
© at fifty cuffs, like any porter and Oyſter 
© wench in town; there ſhould be'clawing 
* and ſcratching, cuffing and tearing till the 
< paper ſmoaked again; but fince the muſes 


it 1. 


band, took à ſolitary turn in the 
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© are coy, and do not deign to inſpire us, we 
© will cen proceed, according to our ordinary 
method in plain iutelligible proſe.” | 
The ſacred thirſt of lucre gained the predo- 
minance, and the ſquire reſolved to go to Lon- 
don; but knowing his ſpouſe to be the ſim- 
pleſt, beſt natured creature living, he could 
not think of parting, till he had firſt given her 
a little wholſome advice, how to regulate her 
conduct in his abſence. Having breught his 
ſermon to a concluſion, he told her he had one 
favour to aſk, which he conjured: her not to 
refuſe him! The good creature was all con- 
deſcenſion ; and promiſed faithfully to perform 


his commands. Having ſworn her to obedi- 


ence ; my dear,” ſaid he, the favour I 
© would aſk, and which I entreat you, as you 
© love, me, ſtrictly to comply with is this: 
© that if any man, let him be who he will, 
© ſhould ſpeak to you during my abſence, you 
© will anſwer—No—to whatever queſtions he 


© aſks you.“ She replied, with a gracious 


ſmile that pierced quite through his heart, that 
his injunctions were too eaſy not to be com- 
plied with ; and that ſhe wiſhed he would 
Make trial of her love and obedience, by ſome 
more difficult talk. No married man, we be- 
lieve, will doubt but that this amiable condeſ- 
cenſion in his ſpouſe, ſent the *ſquire off as 
contented as a prince. 5 
As ſoon as his back was turned, his loving 
wife, who grieved as much for a fhort ab- 
ſence, as others do for the death of an huſ- 
garden, to 
endeavour 


* 


n 

endeavour to alleviate the violence of her af- 
fliction. At that very inſtant, who ſhould 
ride along the garden wall, but a ſpruce young 
officer, gallantly capariſoned. The army, as 
we all know, is the very quinteſſence of gal- 
jantry; and a red coat carries with it the 
ſame irreſiſtable magic, as a purſe of guineas ; 
that js, when it is well covered with lace : 
whether or no it would retain its virtue deſ- 
poiled of that ornament—Quere—The officer 
remained, for ſome time, wrapt in admira- 
tion at the fight of ſo beauteous an object: 
lillies and roſes were nothing compared to the 
native bloom on her cheeks ; he felt himſelf 
touched with that ſoft, that tender paſſion, 
which poets deſcribe as a neCtarius cup, of 
which even gods themſelves do not diſdain to 
taſte ; while the graver divine inveighs againſt it 
as a poiſonous draught, whoſe venom deals cer- 
tain death: yet, true Mahometans will drink 
private, the liquor he decries in the pulpit, 
The officer, like an undaunted heroe, reſolved 
immediately to attack the fortreſs: the only 
point that remained undecided was, whether 
to proceed by ſap, or by ſtorm. After ſome 
little heſitation, he determined on the former, 
as the ſureſt method ; and doubted not but te 
have undermined the walls, before the garriſon 
was aware of his intent. He took off his hat, 
and making a low bow, * Madam, ſaid he, in 
a voice more charming than that of Philomel, 
I humbly intreat your indulgence, for the 
© liberty I take of intruding upon your pri- 
* vacy ; I am quite a ſtranger in theſe 2 


(68) 


© and have loſt my way ;. pray do me the fa- 
© vour to inform me, if this is the road to 
© London?” the lady, yielding due obedience 
to her huſband's eemmands, anſwered him in 
the negative, He begged ſhe would be pleaſed 


to tell him what road to keep, and ſtill re- 


ceived the ſame anſwer, | 
The officer finding ſomething ſingular in 
the adventure, reſolved to vary the diſcourſe, 
Madam, ſaid he, * will it be diſpleaſing to 
vou, if I do myſelf the honour of taking a 
turn with you in the garden ' No, Sir, 
« replied ſhe, I hope, continued he, that 
© you will not be offended, if 1 entreat the 
* favour of you to open me the door.“ No, 
Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, and immediately opened it, 
The officer alighted in raptures, kiſſed her hand 
in an extaſy, and took a tour round the garden 
with her;, but was not a little ſurprized, that 
ſhe ſhould always anſwer in the negative to 
every queſtion he aſked. However, hedid not 
_ ceaſe entertaining her upon the ſcore of gel- 
lantry, with which he thought ſhe did not 
ſeem difpleaſed. * Madam,” ſaid he, when 
dinner time approached, * you would not have 
me leave you, I preſume ?* No, Sir,“ ſaid 
ſhe. Lou will not be diſpleaſed if I put my 
* horſe in the ſtable, and do myſelf the honour 
© of dining with you ?' ſhe ſtill anſwered in 
the negative. , © | wa 
_ The officer having put up his nag, waite 
upon his fair incognita into the dining-room, 
where they found the dinner ready ſerved ; and- 
_ dined together. When the table was diſ- 
| ſerved, 
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ſerved, the officer, whoſe good fortune had 
increaſed his uſual flow of ſpirits, ſeeing a 
lute lie in the window, took it up: and 


having obtained a negative permiſſion from the 


lady, to entertain her with a RO. of his 
| lmging, ſung the following air: 


1 
To win a fair maid, | WOE 
All arts T eſſay d 1 1 


Now courtier, s now beauz and now ſquire ; 


Now merry and glad, 
Now pining and ſad, 
But egad I oy never the nigher. 


With ite moan, 
I made my caſe known, 
Toa matron experien'd, and wiſe; 
| Says ſhe, © take the aid, 
| Of red coat and cockade, 
I warrant you'll carry the prize.” 


J took her advice, 
And whip, in a R 
Cloathed in uniform gallantly lac d; 
My buſineſs was done, 
| For her heart I ſoon won, 
This recipe probatum eſt, 


Having ended his ſonnet highly to the ap- 
probation of the fair lady, who was infinitely 


delighted with that ſprightlineſs and freedom 
of behaviour common to gentlemen of the 


army; 


„„ 
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army ; he propeſed a ſecond tour in the gar- 
den, which was as readily accepted by the wil- 
ling dame. During this ſecond tour, the of- 
ficer entertained her with all the vivacity and 
good humour he was maſter of, hoping to 
make an impreſſion on her in his favour. 
When it drew towards evening, he aſked her 
if ſhe ſhould be diſpleaſed at his attending her 

to the tea table; and receiving the uſual nega- 
tive in the affirmative, immediately waited on 
her thither. Egad, thinks he to himſelf, if 
ſhe does but continue a little longer in this hu- 
mour, I would lay an even wager, that I 
come in for a night's lodging before Pve done. 
When they had ſipped their tea, and the equi- 
page was removed; will you be offended, 
lovely fair one,” ſaid he, if I ſtay ſup- 


„per with you, and lie here to night.“ No, 


Sir, ſhe replied, as before. 

When ſupper time came, down they fat, 
cheek by jowl. The wine, which was gene- 
rous, was a reinforcement to the officer's cou- 
rage, and ſoon elevated him to ſuch a pitch, 
that he drew near his charmer, and claſping 


her in his arms; my dear, ſaid he, I am 


* ſure you will not be angry, if I raviſh a 
a kiſs from thoſe ſweet pouting lips?“ No,“ 
replied ſhe in a languiſhing tone, expreflive 
of the ſoft defires that glowed within her 


breaſt. Tranſported to find her ſo compliant, 


he imprinted numberleſs kiſſes on her ruby 
lips, and reſolving to ſtrike home while the 
iron was hot, my angel,” ſaid he, © will it 
not be diſagreeable to you, to give me part 
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© of your bed to night” The comelineſs of 
the young officer, together with his gallantry 
and good humour, had made ſo compleat a 
conqueſt of heart, that ſhe found no difficulty 
in anſwering No, according to her dear huf- 
band's directions. The officer immediately 
offered her his hand, and conducting her to her 
bed - chamber, they Rept into bed together, 

Here we muſt beg leave to draw the curtain. 
and cloſe the ſcene till the enſuing morning: 
when the officer aroſe, and having expreſſed 
his gratitude, in the politeſt terms, for all fa- 
vours received, inſiſted on her accepting for 
his ſake, a diamond ring which he wore upon 
his finger ; and ſhe, as moſt ladies would have 
done in her place, ſaid No, but took it. 

The officer having ſaddled his horſe, pur- 
ſued his journey, not a little delighted with his 
romantic adventure. He reached the metro- 
polis about dinner time, put up his horſe at an 
inn, and ordered ſomething to be dreſſed for 
his dinner ; but on the landlord's informin 
him there was an ordinary in the houſe, to 
which five or fix gentlemen were juſt ready to 
fit down, he agreed to make one with them, 
for the ſake of company. After the cloth was 
taken away, the bottle began te circulate 
pretty freely, and the diſcourſe turning upon 
gallantry, the young officer could not withſtand 
the temptation he had, to relate the adventure 
of the garden, little imagining that any one in 


company took any intereft in it; but the huſ- 


baad's ill ſtars had conducted him to the very 
CT ſa me 
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ordinaiy, in order to make him witneſs of his 
own diſhonour. The officer, tis true, omit- 
ted to inform the company of the lady's name, 
and the name of the village where ſhe refided ; 
for, in reality, he was ignorant of both, but 
bad he neither deſcribed the houſe, nor the 
lad y's perſon, the circumſtance of her anſwer- 
ing in the negative to all his demands, was 
ſtrong enough to convince him, he was be- 
come a member of the horned fraternity. 
However, he diſſembled his chagrin, and re- 
ſolved if poſfible, to ſcrape. an» acquaintance 
with the officer, for which purpoſe he begged 
to have the honour of his company to ſupper 
that night, which requeſt he very civily com- 
plied with, 

During the time of ſupper, after diſcourſing 
upon other topics, tbe huſband aſked him, what 
ſtay be propoſed making in town ? the officer 
aſſured him he muſt ſet out again in two days at 
fartheſt, The huſband finding by his diſ- 
courſe, what he too well knew before, that 
they ſhould both travel the ſame road, told the 
officer that, intending to ſet out about the ſame 
time, he ſhould be glad of his company : and 
as his houſe would. be but very little out of 
the way, inſiſted upon his premiſe to ſup with 
him, and ſtay a night; to which kind requeſt 
the officer, who was a boon companion, and 
who diſtruſted nothing of his deſign, readily 
conſented. The huſband immediately diſ- 
patched his ſervant, with invitations to the 
principal relations of his wife, to ſup with 
him on the night of his arrival: his deſign 


* 


* 


"EX AA oY $5 RES 
1 5. ag 
- . * 


(232 
being, to make the officer relate his adventure 
again in their preſence, that they might be 
ſenſible in how tender a point his wife had in- 
jured him; and make no oppoſition to his ob- 
taining a divorce. y 

His ſpouſe, little dreaming what a ſnare had 
been laid for her, provided -a very elegant en- 
tertainment. The relations were punctual to 
their appointment ; but the huſband, who was 
apprehenſive his gueſt might remember the 
houſe again, took cate not to arrive till pret- 
ty late. When they-eame in, they found the 


company ready ſeated, and the ſupper ready to 


ſerve up. The officer, with his uſual gallan- 
try, ſaluted the ladies round; and his quon- 
dam miſtreſs among the reſt: but as he had not 


the leaſt ſuſpicion of meeting with her here, and 


was beſides engaged in ceremonials with the reſt 


of the company, he did not recolfeCt her at that 


time; but ſhe, whoſe attention was not ſo 


much engaged, ſoon recolected the features of 


her lover. She wondered what- his buſineſs 
could be with her huſband, and trembled left 
he ſhould be indifcreet enough, to diſcloſe the _ 
ſecret of their amours : She would gladly have 
ſpoke to him, but that was impoſſible, as her 
huſband had ſeated him next himſelf, and en- 
gaged him ſo cloſely in converſation, in order 
to withdraw his attention from his wife, that, 
malgre all all her repeated endeavours, ſhe 
could not obtain a regard. 

As the majority of the company conſiſted 
of females, it was ſome time before the firſt 


peal of converſation was rung: at length 
E however, 
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however, wondrous to relate, a ſhort interval 
of ſilence enſued, during which, the huſband 
took an opportunity of intreating his gueſt, 
to favour the company with a repetition of the 
pleaſant adventure he had related at the inn; 
and the officer, who was a man of conſum- 
mate politeneſs, and never required prefling, 
immediately complied with his requeſt. 

While the officer proceeded in his narra- 
tion, the huſband, who hugged himſelf in the 
undoubted ſucceſs of his ſcheme, eyed his wiſe 
attentively, to ſee whether he could obſerve 
any alteration in her countenance : but he 
ſhould have remembered the proverb—* a 
< woman's wit is ready at invention.“ 

His ſpouſe, who knew her honour was at 
ſtake, and that all was loſt, unleſs ſhe found 
an expedient to make herfelf known to her 
gallant, immediately addreſſed herſelf to him: 
— Sir,” faid ſhe,' © yon have not drank one 
* glaſs of wine yet; give me leave to hob or 
© nob with you ? and calling a ſervant, ordered 
him to bring two glaſles of pert, into one of 
which ſhe privately conveyed the ring he had 
given her at parting, and preſented it herſelf to 
the officer ; who having almoſt brought his 
ſtory to a concluſion, would have finiſhed it 
before he drank, but ſhe inſiſted fo obligingly 
on his doing her reaſon, that he could not in 
good manners refuſe, In drinking, he per- 
ceived the ring in the bottom of the glaſs; 
which he knew to be the ſame he had pre- 
ſented to his bedfellow ; but how great was 
his aſtoniſhment, when he tecollected in his 
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hoſt's wife, the features of his miſtreſs |! his 


endeavoured to ſhift the diſcourſe, by the in- 
troduction of ſome foreign topick; but the 
huſband, who waited impatiently for the con- 
cluſion of his ſtory, preſſed him to continue, 
At the inſtanr, Mars, that cuckold making 
deity, intreated, nor intreated in vain, his fair 
miſtreſs Venus, not to leave her votary, a bro- 
ther ſoldier in the lurch; but kindly to extri- 
cate him from the difficulty he laboured under. 
Why, what more would you have,” replied 
the inſpired officer? © juſt as I had got into 
bed to her, one of the window ſhutters flapt 
* tao with ſuch violence, that it awakened 
me; in no very good humour, you may 
imagine, to find myſelf thus diſappointed in 
my imaginary ſcene! of bliſs.” © Bleſs me 
cries madam, who was now recovered from 
ber pannic, it was nothing more than a 
© dream then?” nothing more I'll aſſure you, 
madam, replied the officer, who by this ſub- 
tle evaſion, preſerved the reputation of his 


miſtreſs inviolate; and defeated the ſcheme 


the poor cuckold had formed, to render her 
diſgrace publick. 
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The VINTNER: 
K 1 RE 


WEE Tunnel, a jolly young 
vintner about thirty, entered into the 

holy ſtate of matrimony, with Bleareye 
Snivel, a venerable maiden ſomewhat turned 
of her grand climaQteric ; ſo ſuperlatively ugly 
and deformed, that ſhe went by the nickname 


ef my Grannum. Her noſe and chin formed 


a compleat pair of nutcrackers ; the ſkin, that 
covered her meagre jaws, hung in plaits like a 
Venetian window curtain, and bore an exact 
Teſemblance in colour, to an old parchment 
record; her galled eyes ſeemed emulous of 
outveying her crooked ſnout, in the art of 
diſtilling ; and a common jakes was lavendar, 
to the ſtinking exhalations of her breath, But 


we have given ourſelves much unneceflary 


trouble : does nor the tender Otway, give us 
an adequate deſcription of this old hag, in the 
following expreſſive lines? 


# 
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bn a cloſe lane, as I purſi'd my Janes | 

I ſþy'd a wrinkled hag, with age grown doubles 

Picking dry flicks, and mubling to herſelf; 

Her eyes with ſcalding rheum were gall d and 
red ; 


Cold pally ſhook her head, her hands ſeem'd 


wither'd, 
And on her crooked ſhoulders had ſhe wrapt 
The tatter d remnants of an old trip d ad, 
Which ſerv d to keep her carcaſs from the cold; 
So there was nothing of a piace about her : 
Her lower weeds were all &er coarſiy patch d 
With different coloured rags,” black, red, whites 
yellow, 


And * to ſpeak variety of wickedneſs : 


Poor Fl, now: became the jeſt of the 
whole neighbourhood : not a gueſt came in 
to drink his jill, but thought he Bad a right to 
be witty at my landlord's expence, by drinkin 


to mygrannum's good health; and begging the 


favour, with a ſarcaſtic ſneer, of ſtanding god- 
D to her firſt born. ; Ty the man was 


* * . * 


and 3 3 and ated. rationally 
enough, according to the prudential maxims 
of the world. He was, before he married, 
in very indifferent circumſtances; money went 
out faſter than it came in, and though he did 
all that wth in his power, by vending worſe 
E 3 wines, 
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wines, and leſs meaſure to rettieve himſelf, 
be found it was impoſſible to ſtem the torrent; 
unleſs he could procure a little ready to pay 
his debts, and carry on his trade in a more ex- 
tenſive way. Now this antiquated ſpinſter, 
was amply provided with that univerſal medi- 
cament, which can render deformity beautiful, 
and metamorphoſe the moſt glaring imper- 
feclions, into their oppoſite virtues : in ſhort, 


firs, ſhe had golden guineas-in abundance ; 
and our friend the vintner very judiciouſly cal- 


culated, that an eſtate, though fettered with 
an incumbrance, was better than no eſtate at 


all. 


Tim, upon his advantageous marriage, in- 
tended as ſoon as he could do it conveniently, 
to increaſe his houſehold: for the narrowneſs 
of his former circumſtances, would only per- 
mit hm to keep one maid ſervant, who had 
exerciſe, for about ſix months, the trifold em- 
ploy of houſemaid, book and bar- maid, Kit- 
ty, was a pretty, plump, freſh coloured coun- 


try girl; and Tim, who was a man of an 


amorous conſtitution, had caſt the eyes of af- 


fection on her, long before his marriage, and 
had often ſollicited her in vain, to a game at 


romps; for Kitty, who had no mean opinion 


of her own qualifications, entertained hopes of 
becoming one day lawful miſtreſs of the houſe, 
Tim had made many vigorous attacks upon 


her virtue, and was often repulſed with 
_ equa] vigour ; *till at length, poor Kitty, una- 


ble to wage any longer ſo unequal a war 
againſt her maſter's ſolicitations, and her own 
1 inclina- 


( 79 ) 


inclinations, which ſtrongly pleaded in his fa- 
| your, was on the point of ſurrendering the ei- 
tadel at deſcretion, when the ſolemnization of 
his marriage with Mrs. Snivel, put a period to 
their amours ; and Kitty was ſo vext,' that a 
withered old harridan ſhould afſume a name 
ſhe thought herſelf better intitled to, that ſhe 
immediately gave her maſter warning. 

It often happens, that we owe to chance, 
what we have not been able to acquire, by the 
greateſt labour and induſtry, 

Kitty, ſince the commencement of her ſer- 
vice with Tim, had initiated herſelf in the 
orges of Bacchus; in plain Engliſh, ſhe had 
learnt to drink ; and underſtood the flavour of 
the grape, as well as the niceſt connoiſeur. 
Having often heard her maſter launch out into 
the praiſe of a certain hogſhead of dry moun- 
tain, which he had placed in a corner of the 
cellar, for the drinking of his bettermoſt cuſ- 
tomers; and which he intended to broach the 
enſuing Chriſtmas ; ſhe reſolved to be before- 
hand with him: and providing herſelf with a 
wooden peg, and a gimblet, took an opportu- 
nity the next time ſhe was ſent into the cel- 
lar, to bere an hole in the bottom of the caſk, 
in which placing her peg, ſhe drew the wine at 
her pleaſure ; ſo that before Chriſtmas arrived, 
the hogſhead began to verify that precept in 
experimental philoſophy, which teaches, * that 
empty veſſels yield the greateſt ſound.” 

Tim, who made it a conſtant rule to viſit 
his caſks once a month, to ſee that none of 
them leaked ; upon making his monthly re- 

E 4 view 
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view, and ringing his barrels, was informed 
by his favourite caſk, in a plaintive tone, that 
he was in a galloping conſumption. In vain 
did Tim ſearch for the leak, he ſound that all 
was found, and couid perceive nothing that 
indicated a vent, for the ground on every fide 
was as dry as a bone. Tim ſpent ſome time 
in ſcratching his noddle, and ruminating upon 
the odneſs of the adventure; and concluded 
at length, that either the devil muſt have got 
into the hogſhead to drench himſelf, or that the 
fairies made his cellar the ſcene of their mid- 
night revels. He communicated his ſuſpicions 
to his wife: but ſhe, good lady, who had 
Hot ſeen eighty good winters for nothing, 
grinn'd horribly a ghaſtly ſmile —and turn- 
ing her huſband's ſentiments into ridicule, told 
him to watch his maid, who, ſhe made no 
doubt, was the devil incarnate that drank his 
wine; ſince none but ſhe went into the 
cellar. Tim, who was the mildeſt, beſt na- 
tured fellow living, complaiſantly joined in 
opinion with his wife ; and by her orders 
went down immediately into the cellar, and 
concealed himſelf behind one of the hoꝑſ- 
_ in order to detect poor Kitty in the 
fa 
My grannum, having allowed him time ſuf- 
ficient to hide himſelf ſnug; called the maid, 
and bid her go draw a pint of wine : which 
order the poor girl, unconcious of the event, 
complied with without reluctance. Having 
drawn the pint, ſhe thought it would not be 
amiſs, while her hand was in, to take a . 
Wnet 
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whet before dinner : ſhe accordingly approached 
the hogſhead, the fatal hogſhead on which her 
virgin fame was deemed to be immolated ; and 
having drawn her quantum ſufficit, and plugged 
the veſſel again, ſhe was lifting the pot to her 
head in order to drink, when ſomething be- 
hind her, that whiſpered in a low voice, I' 
pledge you, my dear ſtruck her with ſuch 
a pannic, that the pot fell from her hand ; 
and turning her head to fee from whence the 
voice proceeded, who ſhould ſhe behold but 
her maſter !—poor Kitty expected nothing leſs 
than to be turned out of her ſervice with ig- 
nominy; efpecially if the affair ſhould reach 
the ears of her miſtreſs, who had often ex- 
preſſed her reſentment, at ſome little familia- 
rities Tim had imprudently taken with his maid 
in her preſence ; for the old dowager was of 2 
very jealous diſpoſition, and like the dog in the 
manger, could not bear the thought that another 
ſhould partake of a pleaſure, ſhe herlelf was 
paſt enjoying. Kitty therefore had recourſe 
to tears and ſupplications, the never failing 
rhetoric of woman; and falling on her mar- 
row- bones, begged of her maſter to forgive 
her, and keep her failing a ſecret from her 
miſtreſs; and inde—de—de—deed ſhe wo- 
wo- would do any thing to oblige him. — 
Now, or never; thought Tim to bimſel f, 
this is L'Heure du Berger, the critical mo- 
ment: then gently raiſing her from the ground, 

he claſped her in his arms; and Kitty, who 
was glad to compound at any rate for her of- 
ſence, and beſides had no averſion for her 
3. niaſter, 
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maſter, yielded up her charms at the price of 
her pardon. 1018 
Tim ſpent fo much time in amorous dal- 
liance with his fair handmaid, that my gran- 
num, who did not paſs her time quite ſo agree- 
ably as they did, and to whom, conſequently, 
the moments ſeemed longer, began to wax 
impatient, and could not help crying out from 
the ſtairs head; why, Tim, I can't imagine 
© what you, and that idle flut are about : it is 
© full half an hour, I am ſure, ſince ſhe went 
© down to draw a pint of wine.“ My dear, 
replied Tim, * I have diſcovered the hole 
through which my wine leaks, and Kitty 
© and I are uſing our utmoſt endeavours to 
© ſtop it” Oh! 'tis very well, — tis very 
* well,” cries the old lady in a milder tone, 


good Tim, I pray you do not hurry your- 
ſelf, but ſtop it well; and make that idle 
huſſey ſtir her ſtumps a little.” Tim followed 
her advice: and from that day, Kitty was 
pronounced free of the wine cellar, and tip- 
pled ad lebitum; and honeſt Tim had conſe- 
quently, the liberty of ſtopping the leak as 
often as he thought fit. = | 
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if that be the caſe, do not hurry yourſelf, | 


The Lover's STRATA GEM: 
A N O VE I. 


AUTOLO G Y Scribble, Eſquire; a 

gentleman of eminence in tbe law, 

having by dint of pen, ink and parch- 
ment, amaſſed a very conſiderable fortune; 
reſolved to ſpend the remainder of his days in 
rural retirement, accompanied by his only 
daughter, a beautiful young lady in her twenty- 
ſecond year. Miſs Biddy poſſeſſed a native 
fund of gaiety, which rendered thoſe rural 
ſcenes very dull, and infipid ; ſhe ſighed after 
the powdered. beaux, and brilliant aſſemblies of 
London, and could not at all reconcile herſelf, 
to the brutality of a parcel of country foxhun- 
ters, who paid all their adoration to hounds 
and horſes; and had no more complaiſance, or 
regard for the fair ſex, than ſo many Hotten- 
tots, or wild Iriſhmen. 

Miſs however, as her better ſtars dk 
it, did not Janguiſh- many months in retire- 
ment : papa departed this life ; and Miſs, Biddy 
found herſelf in poſſeſſion of a very ample for- 
tune, at her own diſpoſal. As ſoon as de- 
cency would permit, ſhe bid an eternal adieu 
to groves and Rroams, | and tript it up to Lon- 

don, 


( 84 ) : 
don, which metropolis affords undoubtedly, 
as good markets as any in Chriſtendom, the 
ſale of female commodities Upon her ar- 
rival in town, ſhe took a genteel lodging near 
the court, To avoid ſcandal, a black in li- 
very, officiated as footman ; a maid ſervant, 
and waiting maid cloſed her retinue. She now 
flaunted in her ſilks and brocades ; and paced 
it from opera to playhouſe, like any Smithfield 
courſer. This had the defired effect: ſhe ſoon 
gained a circle of admirers, became a firſt rate 
toaſt, and ſeveral young gentlemen of rank 
and fortune, who boaſted as nice ſkill in wo- 
man's fleſh, as the rural ſquires did in horſe- 
fleſh, became ſo enamoured, that each ftrived 
to outbid the other: and we are credibly in- 
formed, that a certain noble lord, who ſhall 
1 was ſo deeply ſmitten, that he 
offered to ſettle a jointure of two thouſand 
pounds a year upon her, if ſhe would conſent 
to marry him. Tis true, he was not the 


handſomeſt perſon of a man you might ſee on 


a ſummer's day : a little mountain, that peeped 


over his ſhou'ders, at a little fat paunch that 


ſtrutted out before; a noſe that ſeemed in- 
tended by indulgent nature, for a peg to hang 
his hat upon; and a mouth, that would have 


fairly meaſured with that of old Gogmagog at 


Guildhall, rendered him a groteſque kind of 
figure: but his mountains appeared meer 
molehills to Miſs Biddy, whoſe predominant 
paſſion was grandeur. To drive in a Coach 
and fix, with a coronet, and half a dozen 
ſpruce powdered feotmen; luds ! how en- 

| | | Chanting ?— 


2 n 


685) 


| chanting {Miſs was indulging this thought, 


and making arithmetical valuations of the per- 
ſons, and eſtates of her different lovers, when 
ſomebody knocked a double rap at the door ; 
and in about the ſpace of half an hour, during 
which the rap had been often repeated, the 
black, who was already infected with the Lon- 
don diſeaſe, common to gentry of his cloth, 
—inſolence, and lazineſs, - and had learned to 
make diſtinctions between double knock and a 


 rat-tat-tat tat; vouchſafed to open the door; 
and in about half an hour longer, graciouſly 


condeſcended to carry up the gentleman's name 
to his miſtreſs. . 36 1 
Miſs Biddy ſtarted at the well known name 
of Ford; and with a trepidation that pre- 
vented her taking the precaution of whiſper- 


ing, deſired Othello to tell the gentleman ſhe 
Was not at home: but Mr. Ford, who had 


foreſeen the reception he ſhould meet with, 


had followed the footman to her chamber door, 


and upon hearing his ſentence of baniſhment 
pronounced, ruſhed into the apartment, and 
threw himſelf at her feet; and Miſs Biddy, 
unable to. ſupport the preſence of a man ſhe 
had highly injured, funk into an elbow chair 
in a ſwoon ; where we will leave her a while 
to the care of Betty and the hartſhorn, in 
order to make our readers acquainted with a 
piece of fecret hiſtory, explanatory of the 

forgo ons. $ 
Mr. Ford, the youngeſt ſon of a baronet of 
moderate fortune, was brought up to the law, 
under the care of Mr. Scribble ; and had yew 
| ince 
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ſince called to the bar. It would foil a far 
abler pen than mine, to enumerate the mental 


and perſonal accompliſhments he was poſſeſſed 
of: let it ſuffice, that he was one of the moſt 


accompliſhed young gentelmen that ever ex- 
iſted; and according to the poet, 


as all that man could wiſh, or maid deſire.” 


No wonder then, if he made a ſenſible im- 
8 on the young, unpractiſed heart ot 
iſs Biddy. Mr. Ford was not behind hand 
in affection, he loved her from the firſt mo- 
ment he beheld her; and as his reſidence in 
the family gave him frequent opportunities of 


_ entertaining her, he failed not to urge his ſuit 


in the moſt paſſionate terms, founded on ſenti- 
ments of the moſt refined delicacy : and by 
the aſſiduity of his courtſhip, and his repeated 


ſolicitations, obtained a promiſe from his fair 


one, to render him happy at the expiration of 
his clerkſhip; provided the conſent of his, 
and her parents could be obtained. Mr. Scrib- 
ble, far from diſapproving of their paſſion, 


beheld with pleaſure, the dawning of a reci- 


procal affe&ion ; and wiſhed in the overflow- 
ing of his heart, that the lovely pair might be 
happy in each other. He was juſt about to 
propoſe the match to the baronet, when death 


put a ſtop to his good intentions; and Miſs at 


her own diſpoſal, ceding to the prevalent dic- 
tates of a vain ambition, ſo natural to the ſex, 
aſpired to conqueſts of greater importance: 
poor Ford was baniſhed from her remem- 
| 7 brance, 
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brance the gay, fluttering, ſenſeleſs coxcomb, 
that could not, without impropriety, be reck- 


oned in the number of rational beings, was 


preferred to a man of real worth and under- 
ſtanding, *Tis true, the idea of her former 
lover would ſometimes ſteal upon her imagi- 
nation unawares, and force from her the invo- 
luntary ſigh ; but ſhe ſoon found a remedy for 
this inconvenience, and like the wretch who 
endeavours to drown his care by a quick cir- 
culation of the glaſs, ſhe ſtrove to ſhake off 
thoſe impertinent thoughts that incommoded 
her, by a quick ſucceſſion of pleaſures. , 

Miſs Biddy having recovered from her 
trance, apprehenſive of the reproaches of her 
lover, ſought a refuge in her tears: ſhe chid 
him pretty ſeverely, for intruding ſo abruptly 
on her leiſure; and wondered. what he could 
have ſeen in her conduct, to treat her with ſo 
much indecency. r. Ford, kept a reſpect- 
ful ſilence, till ſhe had ended her reprimand : 


then, with a look expreſſive of the love and 


deſpair that alternately tortured his ſoul, 
Madam,” ſaid he, rather impute my pre- 
ſumption to the exceſs of my love : trace 
that to it's ſource, and you will find, too cruel 
fair one, that your charms are the cauſe. 
Had you not permitted me to hope, had you 
not approved my flame, and promiſed in the 
face of heaven to be mine; I ſhould have en- 
deavoured, however difficult the taſk, to tear 
from my heart a paſſion ſo fatal to my re- 
poſe : but what do 1 ſay !—the continuance 
of your ſmiles, would render me teo com- 

7 6 pleatly 
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© eompleatly happy; and angels from their 
© cceleftial abodes, would pine with envy at 
my bliſs : I glory however, in having once 
© had ſome ſhare in your good graces, and 
© ſhall die with pleaſure at your feet. 

Mr. Ford never appeared half ſo amiable in 
the eyes of his miſtreſs, as at this moment: 
he gazed on her with ſuch a languiſhing ſweet- 
neſs, and pleaded ſo eloquently with his eyes; 
when his tongue had ceaſed to ſpeak ; that 
Miſs Biddy was twenty times at the point of 
yielding to the tender impulſe of her heart ; 
and ſinking into the arms of the man ſhe 
loved: but pride triumphed over inclination ; 
and ſhe at length muſtered up reſolution enough 
to order him to quit her preſence, and never 
to ſee her more ; but ſhe pronounced this de- 
cree in ſo gentle a tone, as plainly informed 
him his ſtay would be more agreeable than his 
departure; and he might juſtly have ſaid with 


the poet. | 


© So fweetly ſhe bid mc depart, 
I thaught that ſhe bid me return. 


© Ah ! cruel maid,” replied he, whither 
muſt I fly ? unleſs I could fly from my 
thoughts, which inceſſantly recall your 
loved idea to my mind. No, ſinee only 
my death can free you from the importuni- 
ties of him you deteſt, I am reſolved to give 
you this laſt proof of my love and obedi- 
« ence to your deſires, by expiring in your 
« preſence ;* ſo ſaying, he threw himſelf upon 
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a ſopha that ſtood near him: here,“ con- 
tinued he, © I am reſolved to lie, till death. 
«© ſhall deprive me at once, of my love, and 


© my exiſtence. Lord, Mr. Ford, cries 
Miſs, how wildly you talk ! what intereſt 
do you-imagine I can take in your death? 
far from wiſhing you any harm, I muſt cen- 
feſs that I have ever entertained the higheſt 
regard for your merit, and would contribute 
any thing in my power to render your hap- 
pineſs compleat; but, as to matrimony, I 
do aſſure you, Sir, I have no thoughts that 
way at preſent.' * Beſides,” here ſhe ſur- 
eyed her own charms in the looking glaſs, 
there are ladies I am certain, who poſleſs 
charms ſuperiour far to any I can boaſt of, 
who would eſteem themſelves happy. 
But for god's ſake, Mr. Ford, confider to 


come in and find you lying in that poſture, 
© what will they think? 11 

he, I have already acquainted you with my 
© laſt intentions, my reſolution is fixed, and 
© immutable as fate itſelf : unleſs you are 
« pleaſed to countermand my deſttny. Miſs 
had. how recourſe to railery, but this had no 


better effect on her lover, who remained as 


inſenſible to the comic, as he had been to the 


| ſerious; and reſolved, in deſpight of her 
tears, joaks, prayers, and promiſes not to de- 


part from his preſent poſition. | 
Miſs Scribble, finding all her efforts prove 
fruitleſs, ordered a chair to be called, and was 
conveyed in that vehicle, to the houſe of a - 
| m 
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male acquaintance ; with whom ſhe paſſed 
the remainder of the day. Little intreaty was 
neceſſary, to prevail upon her to ſpend the 

evening in a game at cards; and ſhe deſign- 
edly ſtaid fo late, that neither chair, nor hack 
was to be found, to re-convey her to her lodg- 
ings. The lady of courſe made her an offer 
of part of her bed, which was very readily 
accepted by Miſs Biddy, who dreaded the 
thoughts of returning home, leſt her lover 
ſhould have had patience enough to wait her 
return, She ſpent the greateſt part of the 
night, in ruminating on the adventures of the 
day : this gave a natural riſe, to a long chain 
of unconnected ideas; as love, or ambition al- 
ternately divided her heart. This moment 
love urged his argument, with ſuch ſoft per+ 
ſuaſion, that ſhe reſolved to caſt off the wo- 


man, and make herſelf, and Mr. Ford, happy 


immediately: the next ambition rumbled 
through her mind, in a confuſed noiſe of cha- 
riots, horſemen, minſtrells, and all the tumul- 
tuous joys his attendants ; love yielding to the 
violence of the attack, quitted the field of 
battle; and, fearful, took ſhelter in a ſmall 
corner of the heart ; till at length, the idea of 


a new pinner ſhe had ſeen at the milliner's a 


day or two before, freed her from her per- 
plexity, and reſtored her mind to its priſtine 
tranquility, | ; 
The next morning, Miſs Biddy took leave 
of her friend, . in order to return to her lodg- 
ings, By the way, her heart underwent _o 
; mo 
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moſt cruel apitations : ſhe wiſhed that her 
lover might have had reſolution enough to 
ſtay; and again retracted that wiſh, juſt as 
love or ambition bore the momentary ſway. 
Up ſtairs ſhe went, for ſhe was in ſuch a tre- 
pidation, that ſhe dared make no enquiries 
from-her ſervants ; but what words can expreſs 
the ſucceſſion of joy, and anger that crowded 
en her mind, when ſhe beheld her lover, in 
the ſame poſture ſhe had left him in at part- 
ing. She could not help applauding, within 
her own breaſt, the conſtancy, and heroiſm of 
his paſſion, but that innate pride, founded up- 
on vanity, which makes the chief characte- 
riſtic of the fair ſex, compelled her to diſguiſe 
her rea] ſentiments ; and, like a true woman, 
diſſemble hatred, while her heart was diſ- 
ſolving in love. She toffed up her head, with 


an affected air of anger and diſdain, declared 


that ſuch inſolence was intolerable—not to be 
born—and that if he would not quit her 
apartment by fair means, ſhe ſhould find her- 
ſelf reduced to the diſagreeable neceſſity, of 
compelling him by force. But Mr. Ford con- 
tinued deaf to all her arguments: and, what 
contributed not a little to irritate her, ſcorn- 
fully turned his head from her, without deign- 
ing to make her the leaſt reply. Miſs Biddy, 

highly exaſperated at this additional affront, 
| flung out of the room, fully reſolved to put 
her threats in execution. With this intent ſhe 
paid a ſecond viſit to her friend, in order to 
aſk her advice, how to proceed in fo perplex- 
ing an affair, She flew to her apartment big 
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* 
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with the dreadful tale, but to her inexpreſſible 
mortification, the lady was not to be feund : 
Abigail, however, aſſured her that her miſ- 
treis could not poſſibly be gone abroad, as ſne 
was not yet drefſed : and very ſagaciouſſy re- 
marking, that ſhe muſt ny pi to the cof- 
fee · houſe, upon ſome neceſſary occaſion, con- 
cluded with, © pray, Miſs, be ſo good as to fit 
* down a bit, I dare ſay my miſtreſs will not 
* be long.” Miſs Biddy ſeated herſelf accord- 
ingly, in expectation of the lady's return: but 
in the interim, her paſſion began to ſubſide, 
and the ſtep ſhe was going to take ſeemed to 
her highly imprudent; ſhe knew by experi- 
ence, that a ſecret of this nature was not to 
be intruſted to a female acquaintance, unleſs 
it was intended to be made the town talk; 
therefore prudently datermined not to mention 
a tittle of the matter, 5 
The lady at length made her appearance, 
having been previouſly informed, by her lo- 
quacious waiting maid, that Miſs Scribble was 
returned, and wanted to ſee her upon matters 
of the greateſt importance, La, my dear, 
cries ſhe, how pale you look ! ſomething 
extraordinary muſt have happened I am ſure. 
© I hope poor Poll is well: ſurely the - maid 
© has not been ſo careleſs, to omit giving it its 
© food during your abſence; or has that odi- 
< ous black creature, loſt my pretty. favourite 
© trifle ? come, I ſee there has been ſomething 
© amiſs, I will give you a little of my cordial 
© to revive your ſpirits, Miſs Biddy accepted 
the cordial, but aſſured her that her appre- 
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henſions were intirely groundleſs: *© *tis true, 
ſays ſhe, + I came back to advice with you 
c about a trifling affair, which I inadvertently 


omitted mentioning to you when I was here 


before; for you muſt know, my dear, that I 
ſaw one of the prettieſt French caps at a 
milliner's, the other day—it was really a 
mighty genteel thing ; nouvellement arrive 
de Paris, Well the French have certainly a 
natural elegance of taſte, which we Engliſh 
can never arrive at But as I was ſaying, 
my dear, I intend taking your opinion upon 
it, if you'll do me the favour of going with 
me.* * And is this what you call a trifling 
affair. Miſs,” replies the lady, upon my 
word, I muſt beg leave to differ with you in 
opinion, for I really look upon it as a mat- 
ter of the utmoſt importance.—Pray, my 
dear, what can poſſibly be of greater mo- 
ment, to us women, than to render our- 
ſelves amiable in the eyes of the men. 
Now dreſs is a principal in gaining their 
eſteem : what do all the charms we can 
boaſt of ſignify—a delicate ſhape, or a fine 
face ; *tis to the milliner, and mantua maker 
we are indebted, for ſetting them off to ad- 
vantage; ſo that I cannot forgive your neg- 
le, in ſo material a point.“ Come we 
will go and look at it—Oh la, I proteſt I am 


not dreſſed yet 1—here, _ my ſack 
„and ruffles, in a moment. 
© loiter !—why I think the wench is void of 


rd how you 


* all comprehenſion to day, for my part.” 
| | n 
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In about two hours, the lady who practiſed 
the ancient manner of drefling, not the mo- 
dern, which requires double that time at leaſt, 
was dieſſed: and they proceeded to the milli- 
ner's, where many learned debates were held 
upon the cap, which, though allowed to be 
very pretty, was at length rejected, for ſome 
defect which did not appear till it had undergone 
a cloſer examination. Having tumbled over 
all the goods in the ſhop, in order to amuſe 
themſelves, and paſs away a tedious hour, 
they left it at laſt without buying any thing ; 
to the unſpeakable difappointment of the mil- 
liner, who, had ſhe known what good cuſ- 
tomers ſhe had to deal with, would not have 
been ſo officious in diſplay ing her merchandize, 
nor have ſpent her breath to harangue in praiſe 
of every article. 

_ Miſs Scribble's imagination was ſo crowded 
with the loved ideas of caps, fichus, blonds, 
&c, that Mr. Ford was as much forgotten, as 
'if ſhe had never been acquainted with ſuch a 
gentleman. They now rambled to every mil- 
liner's, and china ſhop within a mile of them: 
Not that they had occaſion, or intended to pur- 
chaſe any one article ; but merely to kill time. 
Between four and five they returned whence 
they ſet out, heartily fatigued with their jaunt, 
for they had performed the tedious peregrina- 
tion on foot. As ſoon as they got home, Miſs 
Biddy was informed, by the officious Abigail, 
that her ſervant had been to inquire for her 
twice, within the ſpace of an hour; and 
ſcemed by his earneſtneſs to ſee her, to have 
| ſome- 
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ſomething to cemmunicate of more than or- 
dinary import. Miſs Biddy changed colour at 
the tidings: Mr. Ford, preſented himſelf to 
her imagination, ſtretched on the couch, life- 
leſs, pale and wan; for ſhe knew not how 
long he might have faſted, before he made her 
acquainted with this raſh refolve : unable to 
ſupport the cruel thought, ſhe ſunk upon the 
floor in a ſwoon. Proper methods were taken 
to bring her to herſelf, which ſucceeded; and 
her diſorder paſſed for the effects of her too 

great fatigue. J | 
Mifs Biddy, notwithſtanding the importu- 
nity of her friend, who preſſed her to ſtay 
dinner, and endeavour to recruit her ſpirits a 
little; could not be prevailed on to tarry a 
moment longer than was neceſſary for a ſer- 
vant to call a chair. In the interim, Othello 
ceturned a third. time, quite out of breath, 
and being informed that his miſtreſs was there, 
defired to ſpeak to her immediateiy. The lady 
very politely withdrew, and left her room to 
Miſs Biddy; who finding herſelf alone, inqui- 
red, with an eagerneſs which nothing but love 
could inſpire, how Mr. Ford did 1—“ Alas! 
madam! replied the black, I came to know 
whether you would approve of having a 
phyſician called in, though I fear it will 
now be too late, for the poor gentleman 
ſeems to be at his laſt gaſp : he raves, 
and talks wildly ; frequently calling upon 
your name.“ Ah! what dreadful news 
© do you relate, cries Miſs Biddy, whoſe 
heart was bleeding with remorſe, at the miſ- 
chiefs 
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Chiefs her cruelty had created, © curſed, curſed 
< vanity, thou bane of our ſex; the moſt ge- 
© nerous of men, falls victim to thy enormous 

£ dictates.” 5 
Her thoughts were ſo buſied with their pre- 
ſent object, that ſhe forgot ſhe had ordered a 
chair to be called; but had ſhe recollected it, 
*tis more than probable, that ſhe would not 
have waited its coming: fo great was her anx- 
iety, and trouble of mind, that ſhe did not al- 
low herſelf time, even to take leave of her 
friend ; but glided ſo ſwiftly through the 
ſtreets, that a dealer in bombaſt would not fail 
to aſſert, thar ſhe was born on the light pini- 
ons of love. Othello reminded her again, in 
their way home, of the urgent neceſſity there 
was for ſtepping to the doctor; but received no 
anſwer ; . perhaps ſhe thought herſelf a more 
efficacious noſtrum, than any doctor could 
preſcribe. i 9g 9 
pHhe ran eagerly to her apartment, her mind 
divided *twixt hope and fear; where ſuch an 
object preſented itſelf to her view, as could 
not have failed to move the moſt obdurate 
heart. Mr. Ford lay reclined on the couch, 
his viſage pale as death (for by the bye he was 
of a very pale complexion,— his eyes appeared 
fixed, and motionleſs, becauſe he did not thipk 
proper to move them) and his voice was ſo 
very low and faint, that he could hardly be 
heard ; (becauſe he thought to counterfeit the 
better to ſucceed in his deſign. Ah, in- 
grate, ſaid he to her, are you then come 
to ſpourt with my miſery? or have my 
| | « ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, the excruciating tortures I have 
undergone for your ſake, intitled me to ſome 
fmall portion of your pity; and you ae 
come with the intent, Kindly to cloſe my 
dying eyes, and permit me to breathe, my 
laſt ſighs in your arms: then fixing his eyes 


upon her Janguiſhingly, as if her preſence 
had recalled his fleeting ſpirits, * oh ? conti- 


nued he, © were that my lot, I could expire 
with pleaſure, and triumph in the pangs of 
death; but I dare not, dare not hope for fo 
15 ſupreme a bleſſing.” Miſs Biddy, unable to 
contain any longer the overflowings of her 
heart, ſeized eagerly on his hand; which ſhe 
bedewed with her tears: ah! Mr. Ford, 
faid ſhe, in a voice more harmonious and en- 
chanting, than the lyre of Orpheus, the harp 
of Amphion, or the ſofter melody of the 
nightingale; you might have ſpared me that 
cruel reflection: why ſhould you : 
that T can take any pleaſure in your diſtreſs ? 
no, Sir, far from it, I ſincerely wiſh your 
happineſs : and as a convincing proof of the 
ſincerity of what I utter, know that there is 
nothing which you can aſk, or I can grant, 
bes I will cheaifully perform to reſtore you 
to your former tranquillity, and peace of 
1 Then I am bleſt indeed,“ ex- 
laimed he in raptures, I will ceaſe to fe- 
proach you for neglecting my cure, ill the 
malady, I fear, is beyond the power of me- 
dicine, ſince you generouſly permit that I 


may call you mine, before death ſhall fever 
us for ever,” 
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The next morning was the time fixed upon, 
by all parties concerned, for the celebration of 
the nuptials; and a ſpecial licence being ob- 
tained the ſame evening, they were married 
accordingly; and, wond'rous to relate, the 
matrimonial doſe operated ſo ſpeedily, and ef- 
fcaciouſly on the happy lover, that he ap- 
peared quite another man, played his part at 
dinner with tooth and nail, and ſeemed to 
promiſe wonders againſt the approaching night. 
Miſs Biddy attributed thofe miracles, to the 
all powerful magic of her charms ; and prid- 
ed herſelf not a little, in having recalled a 
man from the brink of the grave : but the next 
day was productive of an eclairiſſement, which 
put a check to her vanity. Her huſband hap- 
pened accidently, to drop a, paper frem his 
pocket, which ſhe took up ; and prompted by a 
curioſity natural to her ſex, opened it. It 
contained memorandums of ſome diſburſe- 
ments, among which we ſhall beg leave to 
quote the two following. | 
Item for ammunition for the ſiege, | 

Viz. 2 cold tongue, a flaſk of s 6 

wine, a French roll, Sc. | 
Item to Othello, for aſſiſting me in). | 
my plot och Fro FO 


This diſcovery might have occaſioned much 
matiimonial diſcord, between. perſons of the 
common ſtamp; but Mr. Ford, who poſſeſſed 
good nature, and good ſenſe in a very emi- 
nent degree ; found means to appeaſe his 

| bride, 


rw 7 
bride, by giving a genteel turn to the affair : 
he affured her that her ſuperiour charms, were 
the primum mobile, on which all the hinges 
of his plot had turned; and the memorandum 
he had made, was eaſily juſtified upon a prin- 
ciple of common ceconomy. Miſs Biddy the gay, 
who had never yet indulged a thought beyond 
pleaſure, made à very valuable wife. She 
joined to a fincere affection for her huſband, 
a ſort of veneration for his good fenſe, which 
made her ambitious of modelling her conduct 
by his example; and bidding an eternal adieu 
to the vanities of the age, exchanged the taſte- 
leſs inſipidity of routs and revels, for more 
ſolid, and permanent happineſs. c 
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OB Plumb, a rich old citizen, hav- 
ing buried his wife towards the cloſe of 
ſummer, took care to provide himſelf 
Fw a pretty young houſekeeper, to keep him 
warm in the cold froſty nights of -winter : not 
that he felt within himſelf any irregular de- 
fires, or was any ways actuated by the ſpirit of 
carnality; but he had been ſo accuſtomed to 
a bedfellow, that begould not — wi a 
ſomething to occupy t 5 his wife, 
though it had been but a leg; and very pru- 
dently, we think, preferred a warm young 
girl, to an inanimato ſtatue. 8 
Toby, who formerly followed the trade of 
a grocer, had retixed from buſineſs ſome years; 
having found out the great ſecret of convert - 
ing figs, plumbs, &c. into gold. He now ſat 
down in peace to enjoy the fruits of his la- 
bours; and was, for a tradeſman, a goodna- 
tured, hoſpitable kind of man; and always 
glad to entertain his friend : the old Engliſh 
n Loin, and his attendant pudding, ſmoaked 
dat upon his board: no Wonder then, if he, 
or 
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or his beef and pudding, it matters not which, 
were bleſt with a numerous acquaintance. 
Amongſt the many who made profeſſion of 
the ſincereſt friendihip, Jemmy Spruce, an 
attorney of Lion's-Inn, held the firſt rank in 


his eſteem. A ſervile complaiſance, a match 


leſs impudence, and a ſmattering in heraldry, 
by means of which be had impoſed himſelf 
upon Plumb for a diſtant- relation, had ob- 
| tained. him ſo good a footing. in the houſe, 
that ſeldom a week paſſed, but he paid his 
reſpects to the beef and pudding. 

Spruce, who loved a wench as he loved his 
eyes, no ſooner beheld the fair handmaid than 


he was ſmitten : her bright eyes ſhot quite 


through his heart. In ſhort, never was man 
ſo enamqured as he was: his ſtomach began to 
fail him; and, from a three pounds man, he 


could now ſcarce conquer two pounds and an 


half. His viſits now became more frequent, 
and he reſol ved to lay cloſe ſiege to her heart; 
for he was a veteran in the art of love, had 


ſerved ſeveral campaigns in Cupid's train of 


artillery, and could ogle and take ſnuff with 
any man in the three kingdoms. But he might 
have ſaved himfelf the trouble of a formal at- 
tack; for the fair one, who was as much cap- 
tivated with him, as he had been with her, 
would have ſurrendered the place at the firſt 
ſummons. _ . 

They had carried on their ſecret .amours for 
ſome time, when Plumb having received a 
preſent. of a brace of Partridges from the 
chan reſolved to invite his good friend 

| 3 Spruce 
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Spruce te eat a ſhare with him, © Betty,” ſaid 
he, before he went out in the morning, take 
care to dreſs thoſe Partridges nicely ; for I ſhall 


invite my friend Spruce to dinner to day.“ 


Betty, obedient to his commands, got them 
ready againſt the appointed hour ; but neither 
her maſter, nor his gueſt, being punctual to 
their appointment, ſhe took them up, leſt 
they ſhould be over roaſted ; and diſhed them. 
The looks, and favour together, had ſuch an 
effect upon poor Betty, who was perhaps in a 
longing condition, that, unable to reſiſt the 
violence of the impulſe, ſhe at length yielded 
to temptation, and cut off a leg, which ſhe 
eat, or rather devoured, The deliciouſneſs of 
the morſe] ſerved only to irritate her appetite ; 
ſhe cut off the other leg; and the wings fol- 
lowed preſently after. Betty having in ſome 
meaſure fatisfied her longing, looked with hor- 
rour on the havock ſhe had made. She thought 
that, to be ſure, ſhe ſhould be killed, when 
her maſter came to ſee how the bird had been 
diſmembered ; and recollecting at the inſtant 
an old ſaying, over ſhoes over boots,” ſhe 
even reſolved to finiſn the Partridge; fince as 
plauſible an excuſe might be framed for the 
loſs of the whole, as for the loſs of a part. 
Having then totally demoliſhed her bird, ſhe ' 
waited ſome time longer, and finding that no- 
body came, began to perform certain chirurgical 
operations upon the breaſt of the other, which 
ſeemed to her of a more delicious flayour than 
the former. From the breaſt, ſhe proceeded 
to the leg ; from the leg, to the wing; _ 
0 N the 
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the wing, to the carcaſs; and egad Sirs I in 


two thirds of a minute, the ſecond ſhared the 


ſame fate as the firſt. 
Poor Betty, her longing appeaſed, could 


| have hanged herſelf for gratifying her appetite, 
at the expence of her maſter's favour. What 


would her maſter ſay, ſhe thought, when he 
came in and miſſed the Partridges : what ex- 
cuſe ſhould ſhe be able to make. The poor 
girl, half diſtracted, having in vain put 
her invention to the rack, ſunk into an elbow 
chair diſſolved in tears; and who ſhould pop 
in upon her at that very inſtant, but the dap- 
per Mr. Spruce himſelf, How he came to ar- 
rive ſo late is ſomewhat unaccountable, for he 
was a ſtrict adherer to the old maxim, * futt 
at a feaſt— ſurprized to find his charmer in 


tears, he claſped her in his arms, and with a 
loving embrace, intreated her to inform him 
of the cauſe of her grief. Betty, who well 
knew, that ſweethearts were far more plenty 


than Partridges, reſolved to make uſe of the 
opportunity fortune had thrown in her way ; 


and ſacrifice her lover, to her repoſe, *© Alas ! 
Sir,” ſays ſhe, gently ſqueeziny his hand, it 
is not ſo much for my own ſake I grieve, as 


for your's. My mafter has, by ſome means 
or other, got intelligence of our amours ; and 


is reſolved to — alas | I cannot, for ſhame 


ſpeak it — but there it lies ready whetted ; as 


ſharp as a razor (pointing to a large carvin 


knive that lay upon the dreſſer) it was with the 
intent to ſatisfy his bloody revenge, that he in- 


vited you to dinner : for God's ſake conſult 


F4 your 
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your own ſafety, and leave me to be the vie- 


tim of his rage. Spruce turned pale at the 
 Hght of the knife, conſcious of his being no 


match for a man of Plumb's gigantic ſtature ; 


and having no inclination to be qualified for 
the opera; reſolved, cruel thought | to abandon 
his beloved Betty, and his more beloved din- 
ner, by a precipitate retreat, 

He was juſt preparing to put his prudent de- 
ſign inexecution, when the appearance of Toby 
himſelf, threw him into ſuch a pannic, that he had 
neither power to peaks or to move. Well, Mr, 
* Spruce,” ſays Toby, taking up the (carving 
knife and feeling the edge, I fear I have made 
you wait: but now, Sir, I am ready for 
© you, and we will have them in a trice.' 
Will you, faith ?* cries Spruce taking to his 
heels, © by my troth, you ſhan't though, if 1 
can help it.“ Toby, furprized at the odd- 
neſs of his behaviour, applied to his maid 
Betty, for an eelariſſement; who informed 
him, that Mr. Spruce had, by way of a joak 
ſhe imagined, pocketted the Partridges. = 
his joaks,* cries Foby, following him with 
the knife in bis hand, the birds will be 
© ſpoiled through his folly,  ' _ 6 
f By the time Toby had got to the ſtreet- 


door, Spruce, whoſe fear added wings to his 
ſpeed, had gained the end of the ſtreet ; and 


looking back at that inſtant, to ſee whether he 
was purfued, ſpied Toby at the door. Egad, 
© fquire Plumb,” cries he with an air of tri- 
umph, © you may as well put up your kniſe, 


* for they are out of your reach now, I pro- 


mile 
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© miſe you.“ Nay, nay,” cries Toby fol- 
lowing him, let me have one of them at 
© leaſt,” * No, by my troth,' replies Spruce, 
redoubling his ſpeed, *© I have not a morſel to 
JJ;ͤ; 8 
Plumb, tired with the purſuit, returned to 
his manſion; not a little embaraſſed, how to 
account for his friend's extravagant deport- 
ment: Betty was overjoyed to think her 
ſcheme had ſucceeded, even beyond her moſt 
ſanguine expectations: and Jemmy Spruce, 
apprehenſive that Toby's vengeance would fol- 
low him to the utmoſt limits of the earth, 
packed upen his alls, and departed immedi- 
ately, bag and baggage into the country. 
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-A Certain attorney, of the city of London, 
whom, for peculiar reaſons, we think 
fit to introduce under the fictitious name 

of Gooſequill, had occaſion to purchaſe an 

horſe: nor like your poor, petty larceny raſ- 
cals, to take a purſe upon the road, and be 
decently tucked up for it next ſeſſions; —no 
| — Mr. Gooſequill had too great a veneration 
for the law, to infringe -any of its maxims ; 
and though he made no more ſcruple of rifling 

a man, than other brothers of the pad, yet he 

always took care to do it according to act of 

parliament, | 


1 . 
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The occaſion of his journey was this := 
'ſquire Hedgditch, a keen young foxhunter in 
Nottinghamſhire, happened, in the heat of the 
ſport, to croſs a corn field belonging to Good- 
man Hobnail, a neighbouring farmer. Hob- 
nail being at work in the field, ſaw the ſquire 
make up to a gate which flood open; and 
happening to be within reach, fhut the gate, 
and ſtopt him in his career. This treatment, 
which every lover of the ſport will agree was 
a little provoking, irritated the *ſquire ; who, 
in the heat of his paſſion, ſtruck the farmer 
croſs the ſhoulders, with a ſwitch he had in 
his hand; which Hobnail happened to com- 
plain of, at the very inn where Gooſequill, 
who was come down to attend at the aſſizes, 
had put up at. Our lawyer who like the cat, 
was ever upon the watch for his prey, and had 
as keen a ſcent too; takes the farmer aſide : 
friend, ſays he, take my word for it, you 
© may recover.“ Recover, meaſter, replies 
Hobnail, ſtaring like a ſtuck pig, wounds, 
Ifſe bent zuch a ghicken neither? nay for 
matter of that, a didn't hurt me much ; but 
then ben't it damn'd provoking, to be zerved 
in ſuch a manner? why, an Iſe hadn't been 
vorth a varthing, a could have uſed one 
vorſe. D'have um to know Iſe have undred 
good pounds a year; and am as well quali- 

* fied to carry a gun as he be.“ This account, 

* though delivered in ſo uncouth a manner, was 
more grateful to the ear of Gooſequill, than the 

moſt elaborate diſcourſe he had ever heard pro- 
nounced at the bar: and reſolying not to looſe 

| 2 | a good 
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a good cauſe, if he could help it, he proceeded 
to render his meaning more intelligible to the 
farmer; and backed it with ſo many argu- 
ments, that the poor fellow fuffered himſelf to 
be perſuaded, to bring an action for the bat- 
tery: and even refuſed a very advantageous 
accommodation, which the ſquire, when he 
cooled, propoſed to him. 

Mr. Gooſequill had conſequent! occaſion 
For a vehicle, to convey him from London to 
the aſſizes, which were now approaching; ; 
when the trial was expected to come on: and 
he imagined it would turn out more to his 
advantage, to buy an horſe for the journey, 
and diſpoſe of him at his return; than to hire 
one. He accordingly applied to an innkeeper : 
A mighty honeſt, conſcientious man as will ap- 
. pear by the ſequel. The -innkeeper ſhewed 
him a variety of cattle, and failed not to la- 
viſh the moſt extravagant encomiums on them 
all. Now fo it was that Gooſequill underſtood 
juſt as much of horſefleſh, as the inkeeper did 
of law: he therefore judged it more adviſe- 
able, to depend intirely on the innkeeper's ho- 
neſty, than truſt to his own judgment; 
whence we may infer, he was exempt from a 
fault which ſome people labour under, of mea- 
* ſuring another's corn by their own buſhel ; 
otherwiſe he would never have truſted to the 
innkeeper's conſcience, 

The innkeeper was no ſooner acquainted 
that our lawyer was no jockey, than he or- 
dered all the horſes he had ſhewn him, to be 
led back to their ſtables; and producing one 


ſo 
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ſo poor and ſo lean, that at a diſtance, one 
would have ſworn, that it was but the ſkeleton 
of that noble animal. Sir,“ ſaid he, in 
« appealing to my conſcience, you have 
touched me in a tender point: if 4 gentle- 
© man is opiniated, and will rely upon his 
judgment, tis not my fault, if he makes A 
bad choice; but when a perſon depends upon 
© my honeſty, I cannot in conſcience put a 


© bad beaſt into his hands; and you knew, 


© Sir, without Conſcience Here he re 
galed the lawyer with a remnant of ſernion, 
delivered with as affected à cant, and perhaps 
with as much fincerity, as at a certain taber- 
nacle not far from town. When Gooſequill 


objected to the leaneſs, and very judiciouſſy 
remarked, that he looked not unlike one of 


Pharaoh's kine. Ah ! bleſs me, Sir,“ quoth 
he, © tis a ſign indeed, that you are not ver 

< converſant in horſefleſn. Why, Sir, this 
© horſe was got, — here he entered into a long 
genealogy of his horſe's pedigree, and made 
dim firſt couſin, at leaſt, to the moſt famous 
racers that ever beat turk; ſwore he refuſed 
twelve guineas for him an hour before, and 
ſold him to Goeſequill for ten; who immedi- 
ately ſet forward on his journey, very well 

| le 492 with his bargain. 

But he had ſcarce got out of the ſmoak of 
London; when his courſer, unable to proceed 
any farther, fell under him; and in deſpight of 
whip and ſpur, which were both applied very 
laviſhly, he diſdained to budge, and lay as 


* a8 a lap- dog on a cuſhion. Gooſeguill 


lwote, 
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no purpole ; roſonante was deaf to his remon- 
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ſwore and curſt like any trooper, but all to 


ſtrances. At length, as good luck would have 
it, an empty cart happened to paſs that way, 


which in conſideration of a teſter, which 


Gooſequill promiſed well and truly to pay, 
or Cauſe to be paid to the carman, conveyed 


both beaſts to the next inn. By the way, 


our lawyer, in whom all the cunning of that 
profeſſion may juſtly be ſaid to have centered, 
reſolved in his mind many different ſchemes of 
revenge; fully determined to give the inn- 
keeper a Rowland for his Oliver, as ſoon as he 
returned, Having hired a freſh horſe at the 
inn, he*preceeded on his journey ; laying ftrict 
injunctions upon the hoſtler, te take great care 


of his horſe: and (pare no coſt, to get him in 


fleſh againſt he came back. 

Gooſequill after many pleas, and counter- 
pleas ; demurrers, and rejoinders ; at length ter- 
minated the law ſuit: in which, though the ſquire 
was caſt, poor Hobnail had no great reaſon to 
Tejoice ; for inftead of pocketing the ten gui- 
neas, which the *ſquire offered to compro- 
miſe the matter, he found himſelf double 
that ſum out of pocket ; and got the character 
of an illnatured, litigious man into the bar- 
gain : for a battle at law, may very aptly he 
compared, to a battle at fiſty cuffs ; in which 
the conqueror often comes off, in worſe plight 
than the vanquiſhed. Gooſequill having 
drained his country clients to the laſt drop, 
verified the old adage, no longer pipe no 
longer dance, and turned his back on his 

ML, friends 
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friends in diſtreſs : for with Mr. Gooſequill, 
friendſhip and meney, were ſynonimous terms. 
But this is a conduct ſo conſiſtent with the 
preſent mede, that we dare not comment upon 
it; leaſt we expoſe ourſelves to ridicule,, for 
ſetting up in oppolition to ſo reigning a faſhi- 
on. We ſhall beg leave however, to intro- 
duce one phyſical remark, which may have 
eſcaped the obſervation of many of our readers; 
I mean the wonderful effects of ſympathy, 
between friendſhip and a money bag. While 
the bag continues to ſwell, friendſhip con- 


tinues to glow with redoubled ardour: but as 


that decreaſes, how ſurprizingly doth friend- 
ſhip alſo decreaſe in its warmth, and vaniſh 
intirely with the laſt guinea. But we beg our 
readers indulgence for being thus unſeaſonably 
learned; and promiſe to be more conciſe fer 
the future, To proceed then : Mr, Gooſe- 
quill having reached the inn, where he had left 
bis hunter, and provided himſelf with another, 
would have been at ſome loſs to have known 
his own horſe again, had he not been ſhewn 
him: much meat, aud no labour, had effected 
a ſurprizing change. His hide which before, 
was as rough as a bear's ſkin, was now po- 
liſhed like a cheſtnut ; and the benes which 
were ſtarting through his ſkin, were covered 
three fingers deep. Gooſequill having tipt the 
hoſtler for his care, aſked him what he thoughe 
the beaſt might be worth? © why really, Sir,” 
replied the hoſtler, I would not venture above 
four pieces on him: he makes a fine ap- 
* pearance at preſent, but, by G-d, he is 
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* damnably foundered : and it is my opinion, 
© he will never carry you to London.” Gooſe- 
quill hearing this, ſent immediately. to take a 
place in the ſtage coach, and conſigned his 
keffil to the care of the waggoner, that he 
might proceed to London by eaſy jour- 
ne 1 31 1125 N 4 Pd: S Fn a IS 
Gooſequill having got to London, took all 


poſſible precaution to keep his arrival a ſecret 


from the couſcientious innkeeper, till his horſe 


came to town: when he mounted, ang rode 


fair and ſoftly into the inn, as if he Juſt came 
off his journey.* He alighted : and calling for 
the landlord, deſired him to keep his horſe at 
livery, for five' or ſix days, when he would 
call for him again. The innkeeper, who could 
ſcarce credit his own eyes, began to inquire 
how the horſe had carried him; and Gooſe- 
quill who could'ſwallow a lie, or a falfe oath, 


with as much eaſe as you or I could a bumper 


of rheniſh, devoted himſelf to all the devils in 


hell, which by the bye, was giving them no 


more than their due, if the horſe had not car- 


ried him better than ever he was carried in his 
life : © nay,” added he, *© let his good plight 


A 


ſpeak in his favour, for, by G-d, if he had 
not been a noneſuch, - he could never have 
held out, for 1 worked him plaguey hard: 
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juſtly be ſaid to fly than go; and yer, if 
© you'll obſerve, he has not loft much fleſh 
„neither? I | 
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this I may truly ſay,” that no man ever 
croſſed a better beaſt: he might more 
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The innkeeper ſwallowed the bait: I muſt 
have been plaguely deceived in this horſe, 
thought he to himſelf, he is much better than 
I imagined him to be. Before Gooſequill left 
the inn, my honeſt hoſt, aſked him whether 
he ſhould help him to a chap for his horſe ? 
© no, replied Gooſequill, © I do not much 
© care to part with him ; for if I ſhould have 
© occaſion for an horſe again, I do not know 
© where I could meet with his fellow: though, 
added he, were any one to take a fancy to 
© the horſe, and offer me an handſome price, 
© he ſhould go, though he were a ſecond Bu- 


© cephalus : aye,' continued he, clapping mine 


hoſt upon the ſhoulder, I would even ſell 
* myſelf ; if any body thought me worth their 


market.“ He would now have taken his 
leave, but the innkeeper had caught him faſt 


by the button, and would not ſuffer him to 
depart, till he had fixed a price on his horſe. 
Gooſequill ſwore he would not fell him, to 
his own father, under twenty guineas. The 
innkeeper quite thunder ſtruck, for he thought 
to buy him again for about half the price he 
had fold him for ; ſhook his head, and letting 
go the button: God bleſs your ſoul, maſter,” 
ſays he, I cannot afford to give half that money. 
As you pleaſe,” replied Gooſequill, I am 
very indifferent about the matter; for, as I 
told you before, I do not want to part with 
him :* ſo ſaying, he left the inn and returned 
home, in order to give his clerk the inſtructions 
neceſſary for carrying on his deſign, 
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Tom, for fo this genius was vulgarly called, 
had not a whit more averſion for roguery than 
his maſter ; ſo that, to ſum up his character in 
brief, we need only remind our readers of the 
proverb: like maſter like man.” Tom be- 
ing previouſly decorated with a laced waiſt- 
coat, and bag wig of his maſter's, went to the 
inn, and calling for the innkeeper, told him 
he wanted a good ſtrong horſe; one that was 
capable of doing a deal of work. Mine hoſt 
ſhewed him ſeveral, which he defied him to 
match in England ; but mentioned not a tittle 
in praiſe of Gooſequill's horfe, becauſe he 
thought him a good one, Tom, to whom his 
mafler had deſcribed the horſe, and indicated 
the place where he ſtood ; aſked whether he too 
was not to be ſold ? but mine hoſt, deaf to his 
enquiry, . continued to launch out into the 
praiſes of the others. Tom, according to his 
inſtructions, declared that he had taken a great 
liking to roſonante; and repeated the queſtion, 
whether he was to be fold ? © why—yes) 
replied the innkeeper hefitating, and ſcratching 
his noddle, but I fear you will be frighted at 
< the price.“ What's beſt, is beſt cheap, 
ſays Tom, the beaſt is a good one, accord- 
ing to my judgment, and a trifle ſhall not 
< patt us.” Mine hoſt, finding what tracta- 
ble ſort of a cuſtomer he had to deal with, 
told him that the loweſt price was thirty gui- 
neas. Tom agreed to give him his price; 
and paid him a guinea earneſt to bind the bar- 
gain: then calling to the hoſtler, gave him a 
ſhilling, and ordered him to give the _ - | 

ee 
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feed of corn, ſaying he would return preſently 
with the remainder of the money, and take 
him away. ns CIP 
Tom, having brought matters to this criſis, 
poſted home immediately, to inform his maſter 


that the bargain was ſtruck ; who, having firſt 


booted himſelf, ſet out for the inn. When 
the innkeeper came out, to know what he 
wanted; * ſaddle my horſe immediately, 
cries he, for I muſt ſet out directly upon bu- 
ſineſs of the utmoſt importance, and have 
© not a moment's time to loſe. Why, Sir,” 
replied mine hoſt ſcratching his head, *you ſaid 


© this morning, as how you ſhould not want 


© him theſe five or fix days.” True,“ ſays 
the lawyer, * for I knew nothing to the con- 
* trary, *till within this half hour. Here, 
© hoſtlermmes,* Sir, ſays the innkeeper 
interrupting him, * you ſhall take your 


© choice of all the other horſes in my ſtable, 


but you cannot poſſibly have your own, for 
© I have juſt now diſpoſed of him.“ © Diſpo- 
© ſed of him, man ! zZounds! what do you 
© mean ?—why I would not have fold him, at 
© this critical juncture, for double his worth: 
here am I retarded, by your imprudence, 
© in an affair of the greateſt conſequence.” 
Mine hoſt who was not the meekeſt tempered 
man in the world, began to vociferate in his 
turn : * Sir,* ſays he, counting out twenty 
guineas upon the table, you ſet a value on 
* your horſe, and I have fold him; there is 
© your money, and now you may do your 
© worſt, D—nit! I am not to be bullied 
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e neither” Gooſequill pocketted the caſh, 
with much ſeeming reluQtance, and the inn- 
keeper to conſole him, promiſed to make him 
amends another time; and rejoiced not a little 
when he got rid of his gueſt ; for he expected 
every moment, that the buyer would return 
with the remainder of the purchaſe money, 
and congratulated himſelf upon his acquiſition 
of ten pieces with ſo little trouble. But the 
purchaſer never returned, from that day to 


this, and we dare anſwer 25 it never will. 


Sometime afterwards, Gooſequill happened 
to meet the innkeeper in the ſtreet ; © well, 
friend ſays he, I dare ſwear you made a 
pretty penny by the ſale of that . horſe.” 
No, by Gd didn't I,“ replied he, the 
horſe is ” ill in my ſtable; the fellow never 
came again: ſome ſneaking ſcoundrel I'll 
warrant, though he had the appearance of a 

entleman.” Well, well, ſays Gooſequill, 
1 048 pity you faith; 'twas a judg- 
ment upon you, for depriving me of ſo va- 
luable a beaſt.“ Sir, he is till at your 
ſervice,” reſumed the innkeeper, _*Tis too 
late,” replied the lawyer, the loſs of that 
horſe made ſo ſenſible an impreſſion on me, 


that I have forſworn any more dealings with 


horſefleſn for the future. 
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NO good,” or wiſe prince, will ſuffer men 


| in power to uſutp"*ah unjuſt authority, 
+ 2 over thoſe placed in an inferiour ſtation : 
they are ſenſible, that a nobleman diveſted of 
his ſtate, becomes upon a level with the mean- 
eſt cobler, unleſs he claims a ſuperiority b 
virtue, and goodneſs of mind; by which 
qualities, a man's intrinſic value can only be 
Known. That ſubordination in individuals, 
is a requiſite to the harmony, and tranquility 
of the whole, is obvious to the meaneſt capa- 
city: but then there is a reciprocal duty, which 
obliges every degree and ſtation, to contribute, 
as much as in them lies, to the mutual happi- 
neſs of each other; and if the great have a 
right to exact duty, and ſubmiſſion from their 
infefiours; thoſe alſo have a mutual right to 
juſtice, and protection from their ſuperi- 
ours. | bs ym Fe. 
The archbiſhop of Toledo, was a prelate of 
ſuch high account in Spain,' of which he is 
primate, that he is looked upon in a degree 
little inferiour to the pope him'elf ; for the 
x hs revenues 
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revenues of his dioceſs, which is the richeſt in 
Chriſtendom, are computed to amount to 
three hundred and fifty thouſand crowns per 
annum. _ 
In the reign of Don Pedro, ſurnamed The 
Cruel, for his rigid adherence to juſtice ; a 
prieſt was preferred to that archbiſhoprick, 
who had no one qualification to recommend 
him, but the ſtrength of his purſe; and ſome 
minions at the court of Rome, who had 
taſted of his bounty; for though he was ſor- 
didly avaricious upon every other occaſion, yet 
he could be laviſh enough of his. money either 
to promote his own ambitieus views, or to 
—_ himſelf on thoſe who had offended 
Some buſy body having one day informed 
him, that a certain ſhoemaker, whe lived in 
the city, and was eſteemed a droll ſort of fel- 
low, had made too free wirh his character, 
and by the keeneſt and verity of his ſatyr, had 
rendered him the ſubject of ſpublick diri- 
fion ; the archbiſhop, who poſſeſſed ne mere 
of the prieſt than the veſtment, kindled with 
reſentment; and far from imitating the pre- 
cepts of his divine maſter, which enjoin all 
Chriſtians, but more eſpecially thoſe, who in a 
particular manner dedicate themſelves to his 
| ſervice, to forgive injuries; he breathed no- 
thing but vengeance againſt the poor ſhoe- 
maker ; and having found two bravoes fit for 
his purpoſe, agreed with them for a ſum of 
money, to diſpatch him. They accordingly 
way laid him one evening; and {hot him 
5 through 
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through the head, within a few yards of his 


own door. The report of the piſtsl, alarmed 
the ſon of the deceaſed, who being a reſolute 
young fellow; raiſed fo briſk a hue and ery, 
that the aſſaſſins were taken, and being put 
to the torture, confeſſed the fact; and accuſed 


the archbiſhop, upon oath, as their inſtigator 


to the bloody deed. 


Laws, ſays. a judicious writer, are like cob- 


webs; in which ſmall flies are caught, while 
the large ones break through, and eſcape with 


impunity. The aſſaſſins were condemned, 


and executed, The archbiſhop pleading pri- 
viledge, and haughtily inſiſting that he held of 
no temporal power, was cited before the ec- 
cleſiaſtical tribunal ; and the judges, in regard 
to the dignity of his perſonage, contented 


themſelves with ſuſpending him from ſaying 


maſs for a twelvemonth; as a puniſhment for 
his crime. 
The ſon of the deceaſed, little ſatisfied with 
ſo light a puniſhment, reſolved to wait the 
arrival of his ſovereign, who was expected 
ſhortly at Toledo, to aſſiſt at the folemn pro- 
ceſſion on Corpus Chriſti day, as is cuſtoma 

in Roman Catholic countries, which was then 
approaching. The moment the king arrived, 
he caſt himſelf at his feet; and in a moſt 
moving, and pathetic ſpeech, demanded ven- 
geance for the death of his father, whom the 
archbiſhop had ſo inhumanly cauſed to be ſlain. 
The king aſked him, whether he had carried 
his complaint before the eccleſiaſtical judge, 
to whom the cognizance of the affair properly 
| T” belonged ? 
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belonged ? yes, Sir, replied the youth, but 
what juſtice could a poor ſhoemaker expect, 
£ againſt, one of the archbiſhop's' rank and 
fortune? tis true he has been ſuſpended from 
« ſaying maſs for a twelvemonth ; but what 
« puniſhment is that to him, who is well able 
c to ſubſiſt without it?' © is what you have 
c related ſtrictly true, ſaid the king? © yes, 
6 Sir, replied he, I ö will anſwer it with my 
© life.” Do you think you ſhould have re- 
E ſolution enough to kill him, ſaid the king? 
© if your majeſty commands me, replied the 
© youth.” © Do ſo then; continued the king, 
and fear not the conſequence.” 

The ſhoemaker returned home illate with 
joy, and providing himſelf with a poignard, 
reſolved to wreak a bloody vengeance on the 
archbiſhop,” on the morrow, which was the 
day of the proceſſion, even in the royal pre- 
ſence. | 

The next morning, the archbiſhop appeared 
at the head of the proceſſion, cloathed in his 
pontifical robes. The youth followed him 
cloſe, till he came before the windows, from 
whence the king, and the flower of the nobi- 
lity viewed the proceſſion as it paſſed; then 
took his aim ſo juſt, that he ſtruck him 
through the heart — his poignand, and he 
fell dead on the ſpot. The ſpectators were 
ſeized with ſuch aſtoniſhment, at ſo horrid a 
ſpectacle, that were he not conſcious of having 
acted by the king's orders, he might eaſily 
have made his eſcape : but he voluntarily ſur- 
rendered himſelf to the king's guards, who 

t would 
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wid have dragged him inſtantly to priſon, 
had not the king, who beheld. all that paſſed 
from his balcony, ordered him to be brought 
into his preſence. ——'Fhe ſpectators knowing 
with what an impartial ſeverity the king ad- 
miniſtered juſtice, which gave him, as we 


before obſerved, the ſurname of Cruel, were 


in expectation 'of the moſt rigorous puniſh- 


ment, for ſo execrable a crime. Speak 
.< villain, ſaid the king, when he was 


brought before him, © ſay what dæmon inſti- 
© gated you, to perpetrate ſo horrid a crime in 
© the preſence of God, and of your ſovereign ; 


and on ſo holy a day as this.” The ſhoe- | 


maker, conſcious of having acted by the king's 
orders, anſwered boldly : © gracious ſovereign, 

© he murdered my father; and though I ſued 
for juſtice, I could not obtain it.“ But 
ſome of the archbiſhop's relations, who hap- 
pened to be preſent, maintained that his aſ- 
ſertions were falſe ; for that juſtice had been 
done him. What juſtice could I have had,” 
ſaid the youth, while the murderer of my 
father was permitted to live?“ The king 
then demanded, what ſatisfadlion had been 
made him ; ans being informed, that the arch- 
biſhop had been ſuſpended from ſaying mals 
for a twelvemonth ; which was a very great 
puniſhment to one of his rank; he turned to the 
thoemaker : *© friend,” ſaid be, © what: employ- 
ment do you follow ?? © 1 am a ſhi et | 
* an't pleaſe your majeſty.” be gone? i 
ſaid the king, and as a puniſhment for Fur 
6 crime, I condemn you to live a wh 
© „ twelve- 
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© twelvemonth without making ſhoes ;* and 
then that he might have means to ſub- 
ſiſt, he aſſigned him a good penſion for life, 
out of the eſtates of the deceaſed archbi- 
ſhop. 8 | 

Thus the monarch by his impartiality, 
gained the applauſe of all thoſe of the nobility 
who were truly good and virtuous; and puta 


check to the inſolence of others, who would 
have imitated the archbiſhop on a ſimilar 


occaſion. 


4 


THE 


The Contented CUCKOLD: 


A - 6: ai L. 


lk inſcribed to all old Gaffers who 


marry young Wives. 


ON Miguel de Coſtanſo, a young EY 
niard of birth and fortune, became paſ- 
ſionately enamoured of a young lady 
his neighbour, named Donna Guzman. But 
though ſhe was miſtreſs of numberleſs ami- 
able accompliſhments, ſhe was ſo much his 
inferior in point of fortune, that his father 
could never be prevailed on to conſent to the 


match; and thinking it more adviſeable to nip 
their paſſion in the bud, than to give it time 


to proceed to. maturity, he ordered his ſon to 
prepare himſelf for a journey to Italy; in 
order to go through his caurſe of academical 
exerciſes. Don Miguel, though he found he 
could not without the greateſt violence, tear 
himſelf from the ſight of his beloved Donna 


Guzman, was nevertheleſs, under a neceſſity 
of complying with 215 father's commands, 


2 vwho 
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who refuſed to admit even of a month's de- 
lay, He found means however, before his 
Ceparture, to procure a farewel interview with 
his miſtreſs, They met; and after repeating 
every thing the moſt tender paſſion could in- 
ſpire, exchanged reciprocal vows, and took 
heaven to witneſs, that time ſhould not 
abate the ardour.of their loves. - Don Miguel, 
aſſured of his miſtreſs's fidelity, took leave of 
his father with a tolerable good grace, and ſet 
out on his travels. 
Don Alphonſo, an old. Spaniſh, grandee, 
_ who was turned of his grand climaCteric, had 
long paid his addreſſes to Donna Guzman 
without ſucceſs. But he had not yet quitted 
the purfuit : flattering himſelf that his quality, 
Joined to the vaſt extent of his eſtate, would 
more than over ballance all perſona] de- 
fects. Don Miguel's father, who was inti- 
mately acquainted with the old Don, was no 
ſtranger to his pretenſions to Donna Guzman; 
and harbouring ſome ſuſpicion that his ſon 
ſtill carried on a litterary correſpondence with 
her ; fully perſuaded, that ſhe would not have 
been proof againſt two ſuch prevalent tempta- 
tions, as title and riches, had he not made her 
ſome Hattering promiſes before his departure, 
he reſolved to interrupt their amours; and, 
by endeavouring to perſuade her of his ſon's in- 
conſtancy, to remove the grand obſtacle, which, 
as he thought, impeded her marriage with 
Don Alphonſo. He reſolved many ſchemes 
in his head; and at length fixed on one, 
which he thought would infallibly inſure _” 
| 5 x 
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of ſucceſs, Haying communicated- his pro- 
ject to Don Alphonſo, and inſtructed him 


5005 to demean himſelf upon the occaſion, he 


waited on Donna Guzman, Who was not a 


little ſurprized at ſo unexpected a viſit, 


After common ceremonials had paſſed be- 
tween them; he told her, that he had take: 
the liberty of waiting on her upon a Veiy EX 
traordinary occaſion 3 and begged Ihe N. 
deal ingenuouſly, wi h him, and inturmn ! 
whether ſhe had any promiſe tm atriins 
under, his fon's hand. Dons: Guzm. 


— 


ſome little heſitation, occaſion. by the Oddnels 


of the queſtion, aſſured him upon hv | 
nour, ſhe had not. Alas | ' exclaimed th 
old gentleman, giving mar of te ULMOL: 
deſpair ; ; Which might have ceccived a perion 
of more penetration @114 eperienc than 
Donna Guzman, © how uno tunate an. 
I was in hopes he had given you a prom! (2 
under his hand; you would thea be a 5 to 
found a prior claim, and we might get 0 
marriage annulled, with very little giffic ulty. 
His marriage, Sir,“ exclaimed Donna Guz- 
man haftily !—* his marriage, madam,” re- 
pues the father: the hypocritical raſcal, 
though I often urged the celebration of his 
8 nuptials with you, "for whom he feigned ſo 
© great a regard, had always ſome objection to 
make; and when at Jength, by my repeated 
, inftances, he was put to its wits end for an 
© excuſe, he told me, truly, that there were 
* certain gentee] accompliſhments he ſhould be 
glad to attain firſt, in order to render himſelf 
G 3 more 
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more deſerving of ſo accompliſhed a lady, 
and propoſed a tour to Italy; to which I, 
poor credulous man, was ſimple enough to 
give my conſent, imagining his intentions 
had been ingenuous and fincere ; but alas! 
it was all pretence and diſſimulation, the 
varlet has taken a farmer's miſtreſs with him, 
to whom he paid his addreſſes unknown to 
me, and has now the aſſurance, to write me 
word, that he is married to her, and hopes 
J will forgive him, and permit him to re- 
turn. But Tl] puniſh the villain '' juſt 
heavens exclaimed Donna Guzman, who 
had given an implicit belief to the forgery, 
could all his vows and proteſtations be 
feigned ? Donna Guzman,“ ſaid he to me 
when he parted, the tears ſtarting from his 
eyes, © I take heaven to witneſs the purity, 
and ſincerity of ray love; though we ſhall 
* ſoon be ſeperated, by the ſtern decree of a 
parent, to whom I ewe obedience ; yet your 
loved idea ſhall ever remain infhrined within 
© my heart. In ſhort, Sir, we — ' ah the 
* traytor, the perjured traytor,' cries the father 
in a well feigned rage, interrupting her, how 
© could he abuſe ſo much innocence, and ac- 
« cuſe a father of cruelty,' whoſe moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes would have centered, in ſeeing his 
deſtiny united to that of ſo amiable a lady, 
Donna Guzman's heart was too full, to 
permit her to {peak any more; and pride for- 
bid the tear to fall, that ſtood trembling in her 
eye; ſo that there now enſued an interval of 
filence ; during which, the old gentleman, 
8 perceiving 
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perceiving that his ſcheme had ſucceeded to his 
wiſh, took an opportunity of taking his leave: 
and a moment aſter his departure, arrived 


Don Alphonſo; as had been previouſly con- 


certed between them. He could not have 


enjoyed a more critical minute than the pre- 


ſeat :; Donna Guzman, naturally of a jealous 
diſpoſition ; had given credit to every circum- 
ſtance that had been related; and her paſſions 
being naturally very violent, ſhe reſolved to 
retaliate on the innocent Don Miguel. Don 


Alphonſo failed not to urge his ſuit as uſual, 


and was not a little ſurprized, though party to 
the plot, to meet with a reception ſo very dif- 
ferent from what he had been accuſtomed to. 
In ſhort, not to keep our readers in ſuſpence, 
matters were brought to ſo ſpeedy a concluſion, 
that Don Alphonſo obtained a promiſe from 
her, to make him happy the very next morn- 
ing. Had ſhe taken time to cool; ſhe would, 
probably, not have been ſo precipitate: for it 
is not improbable, but that ſhe repented of her 
bargain before the next morning arrived. 
However, her honour was now too far en- 
gaged; and the greatneſs of her ſpirit would 
not permit her to retract. 

We will now leave Donna Guzman a- 
while, to enjoy the ſweets of her mar- 
riage; and return to Don Miguel: who 
having received intelligence of the whole tranſ- 
action, from an intimate of his, to whom 
Don Alphonſo, vain of his atchievment, had 
truſted the ſecret; ſet out immediately incog- 
nito for Madrid, Upon his atrival there, he 


G 4 proceeded 
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proceeded to the houſe oſ his friend; where he 
learnt, that the new married couple were gone 
to reſide at a country ſeat, ſome eight or ten 
miles diſtant from the capital; and being in- 
formed withal, that Don Alphonſo had lately 
diſmiſſed his valet de chamber, for ſome mil- 
demeanour, and was not yet provided with ano- [| 
ther; he reſolved not to let flip ſo favourable $1 
an opportunity, of puniſhing him for his per- 
fidy, Having communicated his deſign to his 
friend, to whom Don Alphonſo had applied 
for a valet, he obtained from him a recom- 
mendation, Then equipping himſelf in a li- 
very, colouring his eye-brows, and covering 
his hair with a peruke, he ſet forwards on his 
expedition; and in Conſequence of his friend's. 
letter, met with a favourable reception, 

He had diſguiſed both his perſon and voice 
ſo compleatly, that he impoſed upon even Donna 
Guzman herſelf ; who, though ſhe thought 
there was a faint reſemblance between the 
features of Fabricius, (for ſo he was called) 
and thoſe of her dear Don Miguel, was fo 
far from ſuſpecting him to be ſo near her. 
Don Miguel ſought all opportunities of ob- 
taining a private audience of his miſtreſs, but 
Don Alphonſo being always at home, and fo 
paſſionately fond of his wife, that he would 
never ſuffer her a moment from his fight, 
rendered this deſign impracticable. He re- 
inlved therefore to inform her by letter, of 
the ſchemes which had been put in practice, 
to diſſolve their union. This defign he put 
into immediate execution: and having found 
| means 
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( 129 ) 
means to ſlip the letter into her hand, unper= 
ceived by her huſband, he expected the event 
in that pleaſing, wretched ſtate of mind, 
which every true lover mult feel, though it is 


0 
The letter was wrote in the Mt moving, 


and paſſionate terms, and carried with it ſuch 


an air of truth and fimplicity, that Donna 
Guzman did not heſitate to pronounce Don 
Miguel innocent. She was now fully con- 
vinced, of the artifice which had been made 
uſe of to deceive her. She lamented her cre- 
dulity, and more the precipitate lengths, to 
which her paſſion had hurried her. How wil- 
lingly would ſhe have recalled the fatal, the ir- 
revocable—yes ;—bane to every future hope 
of. happineſs ! but alas! it was too late. The 
tears trickled apace, down her lovely cheeks ; 
and ſhe remained for ſome time diſſolved in 
ſorrow. At length the ſame greatneſs of ſpirit 
which had proved the chief cauſe of her 
wretchedneſs, again aſſumed the predomi- 
nance : ſhe wiped the tears from her bright 
eyes, and reſolved to revenge herſelf on the 
deceiver, by wounding him in the tendereſt 
point; and, that her revenge might be the 
more compleat; to render him ſublervient to 
his own diſhonour. 

That a woman's wit is ready at invention, 
is known to a proverb. Donna Guzman ſoen 
planned out her ſcheme of revenge; in conſe- 
quence of which, ſhe wrote the following 
anſwer to her lover. 


G3 — 


A BR A A A MM & © 


A OG KA ROAR GQ MG W & 


( 130 ) 3 
© Is it poſſible, Don Miguel, ſhould yet re- 
tain a tender idea of Donna Guzman? can 
he compaſſionate the forrows of one, Who 
could entertain ſo mean an opinion of him 
as to diſt aſt the ſincerity of his affections; 
and think him capable of a breach of the 
moſt ſolemn vows.: alas ! were you tho- 
roughly acquainted with the long chain of 
artifice, to' which I owe my undeing, I 
ſhould ſurely appear to you in a degree far 


leſs culpable. -Oh ! how I now abhor the 


ſight of my—I cannot call him huſband : 
our banns are ſurely diſſolved, in the face of 
Heaven, ſince he obtained by fraud, a title 
which you had a prior right to. Can the 
moſt ſcrupulouſly virtuous of eur ſex cenſure 
me, if I give a looſe to the ſweets of re- 
venge ; and deceive the deceiver by yielding 
to the defires of him, whom alone I can 
call my hufband ?—if you have as good an 
opinion of my ſincerity, as I have of your 
courage, fteal ſoftly to my bedchamber at 
midnight, where your Donna Guzman will 
be ready to receive you.” | 
Don Miguel, upon the receipt of this let- 


ter, began to heſitate; and was not without 


ſome ſuſpicion, of her having ſhewn his letter 


to her huſband : for what benefit could he hope 
to reap in accepting the invitation, where he 
was very certain, Don Alphonſo and ſhe ne- 
ver ſlept aſunder. However, leſt his refuſal 
ſhould be looked upon as the effect of fear, and 
wrong the good opinion ſhe ſeemed to entertain 


of 


1 


: 
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of his courage; he reſolved to venture, let 
the conſequence be what it would. 

The clock had no ſooner ſtruck twelve, 
than our heroe ſallied from his chamber; 
naked in his ſhirt: but he had taken the pre- 
caution, at all events, to arm himſelf with a 
ſtout oaken cudgel. He found the door un- 
locked: and having opened it gently, entered 
on tip-toe into the apartment. He was now 
at a loſs to know on which fide his fair one 
lay; for the window-ſhutters being faſtened, 
not a glimpſe of light could poſſibly enter, to 
aſſiſt our lover in the diſcovery. But Donna 
Guzman, did not ſuffer him to remain long in 
this perplexity : ſoftly as he had entered, ſhe 
heard him; and with an affected heigh ho 
directed him where to approach. When he 
came to her bedſide, ſhe took him by the 
hand, and conjured him, in a whiſper, not 
to be intimedated at any thing he ſhould hear; 
then addreſſing herſelf to her huſband, whom 
ſhe waked from a ſound ſleep, my dear, 


_ ſaid ſhe, © I have a queſtion to aſk you. Pray 


* tell me, which of all your domeſticks do you 
* think moſt faithful to you, and moſt firmly 
attached to your intereſt ? © why that queſ- 
tion, my dear, quoth Don Alphonſo ? + I 
* will reſolve you that bye and bye,” replied 


Donna Guzman. Why really then, ſaid 
he, as far as I am capable of judging, *tis 


* Fabricius. How apt we are to be deceived 
by appearances, exclaimed ſhe! would you 
imagine that he has had the aſſurance to make 
love to me? and has even ſollicited me to what 
] cannot 
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z cannot comply with without a breach of my 
duty to you ? 

Don Miguel upon hearing this, made ſure 
he ſhould be delivered up to the reſentment of 
the huſband, and endeavoured to withdraw his, 
hand : but Donna Guzman kept too faſt an 
hold; and by a gentle ſqueeze, gave him to 4 
underſtand that his apprehenſions were ground 
leſs. How,” replied Don Alphonſo, * Fa- g 
© bricius ſpeak to you of love limpoſſible 


but what anſwer did you make him "Is 1 


* why, my dear,” faid Donna Guzman, with? N 
a ſimplicity that might have calmed the mc 
jealous diſpoſition, in order to convince. vou 
* of the juſtice of the accuſation, for ! know 1 
* that he is ſo faſt rivetted in your good qpi- 
nion, that nothing but ocular demonſtration 7 
can convince you of his perfidy; I pretended 
© to condeſcend to his defires, and promiled 
to give him the meeting to night, at H 
* hour paſt twelve, in the ſummer-hay at 
© the bottom of the garden: ange Ill de 
© ſoon at the rendezvous, for he clock mr 
* already ſtruck twelve ſome me. Now it 
* you deſire to make yourſelf zn eye witneſs 
of his infoleace, and puniſh Me traytor as 
* te deſerves; fp on my Petticoat, and 
„ night-rail, and go to the rende Gus in my 
6 Frand. : the night is ſo dark, that it is impol- 
« ſible to diſtinguiſh objects ; ; and you may 
« reſt aſſured that as he expects me, he will 
not have the leaf ſuſpicion of the cheat.” 
The good huſband reliſned this advice migh- 


tily ; and having equipped himſelf in his wife's 
regi- 
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regimentals, was haſtening to the ſummer- houſe; 
but Donna Guzman called him back: m 
« dear,” ſaid ſhe, if he ſhould not be arrived 
= © yet, wait a while; for he will not be long 
vou may depend upon it.“ Don Alphonſo 
promiſed to follow her advice, and ſallied forth 
| into the garden, pleaſed with the thoughts of 
*convicting Fabricius; who failed not, the 
moment his back was turned, to occupy his 
place, and revel in a profuſion of delight, 
within the arms of his beauteous miſtreſs, 
Donna Guzman, at length, fearing left her 
huſband ſhould grow impatient, and return; 
+ preſſed the amorous Don Miguel to be gone, 
= having firſt inſtructed him in the method he 
Pas to purſue, not only to reinſtate himſelf in 
his maſter's good opinion, but alſo to acquire 
2 greater fhare in his confidence hereafter. 
Den Miguel, though with much reluctance, 
—_— complicd with her commands, and proceeded, 
2s had been concerted between them, accom- 
; ne e his truſty cudgel, to the ſummer- 
fe at ig bottom of the garden, when Don 
Alphonſo waited his coming with no iitile im- 
patience. 
As ſoon as Don Alphonſo heard him ap- 
proach, he repeated in a ſoft, effeminate tone 
the bettegMto imitate his wife. Is it you, 
* my love ?* © yes, madam, *© replied the falſe 
Fabricius, who could ſearce refrain from 
laughter. Ah ! my love,“ continued Don 
Alphonſo, © I have been waiting for you. this 
half hour: come, let us retire into this 
© aicove, Ah! infamous wretch,* cries 


Don 
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Don Miguel, ſaluting his ſhoulders with his 


cudgel, is it thus you requite the affection of 
| © the beft of huſbands; and imagine me capa. 
ble of diſhonouring my dear maſter ? What 
I ſaid was in order to make trial of your 
virtue: and, but that I value my miſter 
peace, who I am certain doats on you to 
diſtraction, I would this inſtant make him 
acquainted with your miſconduct, that he 
might puniſh you as you deſerve. In this 
conſideration, the adventure of to night ſhall 
be for ever buried in oblivion: however, 
that your crime may not go wholly unpu- 
niſhed, I will now give you a ſovereign bal- 
ſam to allay your wontonneſs :* ſo ſaying, 
he continued to diſcipline him, till he was 
tired; the poor cuckold not daring to com- 
plain, leſt Fabricius ſhould diſcover the 
cheat. 
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When Don Miguel, tired of baſtinading 


him, permitted him at length to make his re- 
treat, he returned to his chamber again in an 


extaſy; for the joy he experienced in the vir- 


tue of his wife, and the fidelity of his ſervant, 
rendered him almoſt inſenſible of the blows he 


had received. Ah! my dear,* ſaid he to 


© his wife, embracing her, how cruelly you 
< wronged Fabricius, by your ſuſpicions ! Fa- 
bricius, the moſt faithful of ſervants, who 


a A&A 


not value the blows I received, ſince they 
have ſerved to convince me both of your 
| virtue, 


i a K & & 


only intended to make trial of your virtue; 
and who has beat me like a ſtock fiſn, ima- 
gining that it was you he chaſſiſed: but I do 
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© virtue, and his fidelity. Madam, you may 
be ſure, who was perfect miſtreſs of the art of 
diſſembling, failed not to affect the greateſt 
aſtoniſhment, and aſſured her huſband ſhe 
ſhould ever hereafter, have the greateſt eſteem 
for Fabricius, which ſhe failed not to manifeſt, 
as often as ſhe found a convenient opportu- 
nity. 1 : 

| Thus was poor Don Alphonſo deceived inhis 
turn; and acted the part of a Contented Cuck- 
old: and remained ſo well ſatisfied of the 
fidelity of his truſty Fabricius, that he would 
ſcarce have credited his ewn eyes, had he af- 
terwards found him in bed with his wife. 


—— 


De CONJURER: 
ö 


Poor old villager, who went in the 

country by the appellation of Robin ; 

who had always earned his bread by the 
ſweat of his brow, and to whom a morſel of 
fat bacon was a princely regale; had heard fo 
much ſaid in commendation of delicious fare, as 
Partridges, Pheaſants, Ortolans, and ſuch like ; 
and thoſe neCtarious liquors, Burgundy and 
Champaign ; that he longed fo ardently for 


ſuch a regale, as to think he could be very 


well contented to die, provided he might be firſt 
permitted to ſatisfy his longing. Neceſſity is 
the mother of invention; ſo ſays the proverb: 

the truth of which is verified by daily expcri- 
ence. Robin, whoſe lender purſe was far 
from ſufficient to procure thoſe dainties, hit 
upon a ſcheme which he imagined would in- 


_ fallibly inſure him of ſucceſs. He reſolved to 


travel*to a diſtant part of the country, where 
he was not known, and take upon himſelf the 
title, and appearance of a Conjurer ; a proſeſ- 
lion which has ever commanded great reſpect, 


both 
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both in town and country : and that in caſe 
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any perſon, whoſe wit proved lighter than his i V 
purſe, ſhould be fool enough to conhde in his i 
art, he would ſtipulate for three dainty re- 1 
paſts, before his oracle ſhould deign to break = 
{ilence. 85 — P 

Before he ſet out on this expedition (what 1 
will perhaps ſeem very ſurprizing to ſuch of 9 
our readers, who are uninſpired by the muſes) _ 1 
he weighed in a juſt, and equal ballance, the 4 
dainties he promiſed himſelf to enjoy, againſt 9 


the kicks and cuffs he muſt inevitably receive, | 
Z when found out to be an impoſtor ; when lo! | 8 
the kicks and cuffs kicked the beam. And ul 
now having equipped himſelf with a large | 
hairy cap, made of the ſkin of a badger, 
a pair of whiſkers, in which a Spaniard might 

| have taken pride, and a Common Prayer- | 
Book in old print by way of a conjuring Y 
book; he bid adieu to his village, and directed * 8 
his ſteps to more populous cities; publiſhing 7 
wherever he came, his great and profound ſei- al 
ence in the art of divination, Wo. 
He arrived at length, at the hoſpitable gates 7 

of Sir I'ony Simpleton, baronet; with whom 
moſt of our readers we preſume, are ac- 
quainted: for no family in Britain can boaſt a 
more extenſive progeny : their origin is eaſily 
traced beyond the deluge ; and their illuſtrious 
anceſtors, have often weilded the royal ſcepter. 
Now ſo it had happened, that a day or two 
before the arrival of honeſt Robin, three of 
Sir Tony's ſervants, who had long ſince formed 
a Combination againſt a certain diamond ing 
f 
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of great value, which lady Simpleton uſually 
Wore on her finger; having found it ſtraying 
upon her toilette, ſeized it as a lawful prize, 
with an intent to diſpoſe of it the firſt oppor- 
tunity, and ſhare the ſpoils among themſelves, 
My lady, extreamly afflicted for the loſs of her 
brilliant, hearing of the great fame of our 
conjurer, which had by. this time ſpread all 
over the country, reſolved to apply to him, in 
order to gain intelligence of her ring. 

My lady was ſtruck with a reverential awe, 
at the venerable appearance of our conjurer. 
who acted his part to the life. Madam, ſaid 
he, it is needleſs for you to enter into a de- 
tail of your loſs: I know, by virtue of the 
© occult ſcience I profeſs, that you have loſt 
your diamond ring; and am much better 
* acquainted with every circumſtance than 
© your ladyſhip. Good God l' eries my lady, 
amazed that the conjurer ſhould be acquainted 
with what every body in the town knew as 
well as herſelf, what a wonderful man 
* what a fine thing it is to be a conjurer !* 

She now began to inquire very earneſtly, 
whether ſhe might entertain any hopes of re- 
covering her ring ? Robin, with the greateſt 
gravity aſſured her, that within the ſpace of 
three days, which he required to conſult the 
planets, he would engage to produce the ring,. 
though it lay at the bottom of mount Etna : 
< but,” added he, © the ſearch will be attended 
* with ſome expence.” Lady Simpleton told 
him, ſhe ſhould not heſitate at paying him 
any reaſonahle gratuity, as ſhe had a great 

value 
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repaſt. The eyes of our conjurer ſparkled 
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value for the ring. * Madam,” replied Ro- 
bin, whom our readers may have already per- 


ceived did not want for fenſe, we conjurers 


are above any mercenary views; all I de- 
mand is, that during the three days I con- 
ſult the motion of the planets, you will give 


ſuitable to the dignity of a wizard of my 


know, differ widely from the ſtudlous in 
other arts and ſciences, who improve moſt 
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richer our fare, the greater progreſs we 


make in our difcoveries.' Lady Simpleton 


told him, his demands were too modeſt not to 
be complied with; and immediately ordered 
him to be conducted to one of the beſt apart- 


ments in the houſe, laying ſtrict injunctions 


upon the cook, to obey his commands to a 
tittle. 


The cook, having put on his cleaneſt cap 


and apron, waited upon the conjurer; and 
with much ſcraping, and cringing, deſired to 
know what his honour would be pleaſed to 
order for ſupper. Robin, finding her ladyſhip 
had left him Charte Blanch, made a catalogue of 
the choiceſt viands he could think of; and, to 
make uſe of an expreſſion a la Mode, deſired 
to have them all by rotation. The cook toſt 
him up a fricaſee of chickens in a trice; 
which, with a brace of Partridges, and a 
cuſtard, compoſed a pretty frugal ſort of a 


with 


orders for my being entertained in a manner 


importance: for we conjurets, you muſt 


upon a ſlender diet; we, on the contrary, 
always ſtudy beſt on a full ſtomach; and the 
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with joy, at the ſight of ſo delicious a ban- 
quet. He tucked his napkin under his chin, 
and being a man of buſineſs, ſcorned to leave 
a bone unpicked, Having ſupped to hs 
heart's content, and cloſed his entertainment 
with a chearful bottle of claret ; he repaired 
to his downy bed, in the pleaſing thought of 
his three repaſts which were yet to come: 
and Morpheus, the inſeparable companion of 
content, who, like a falie friend, attends up— 
on our ſmiling hours, but abandons. us in the 
time of diſtreſs, ſoon ſhed his peaceful poppics 
o'er his head, | 
The next morning, as ſoon as it was well 
light, Robin got to carouſing again: and re- 
mained up to the chin in greaſe till bed- time; 
when the fumes of the generous liquor he had 
quaffed all day, mounting into his penecra- 
nium, ſo intoxicated him, that he was as 
drunk as David's ſow. He made ſhift how- 
ever, though not without much difficulty, to 
reel to his bed: and had juſt got between the 
ſheets, when one of the ſervants, who had 
been concerned in ſtealing the ring came into 
the room, under pretence of clearing the ta- 
ble, but in reality, to obſerve what the conju- 
rer was about: for he, and his aſſociates were 
in great apprehenſions, leſt their theft ſhould 
be diſcovered. Robin, hearing ſome body in 
the room, drew back the curtain; and ſeeing 
what the ſervant was about, well,“ ſaid he 
with a hiccough, thank God, there is one 
© of them however (meaning one of his three 
* repaſts.)—A guilty conſcience needs no 35 
cuſer. 


71 s F E 22 * 


3 | 
cuſer. The footman, imagining that the con- 
jurer had diſcovered the authors of the theft by 
the power of his art, and that his diſcourſe 
was addrefled to him, ran down to his com- 
panions in a pannic, and related what he had 
heard. Fear made him exaggerate every cir- 
cumſtance—he aſſured them the conjurer was 
well informed of the whole affair, and that 
they had nothing now to do, but to conſult 
their own ſafety, by a precipitate flight, 

The other two were greatly alarmed at 
this recital, and were at a loſs for ſome time, 
what to reſolve upon; till one of them pro- 
poſed going into the conjurer's room the enſuin 
night, that they might be thoroughly ſatisfied 
their apprehenſions were well founded; ſince 
fear might have operated ſo ſtrongly upon his 


companion, as to occaſion is miſinterpreting 


the conjurer's meaning. Havivg obtained 
their aſſent to his propoſal, he went the next 


night into Robin's apartment; who havin 


gorged himſelf, like any alderman at a lord 
mayor's feaſt, had juſt riſen from table. The 
footman immediately began to take away ; 


caſting an eye, every now and then, upen the 


conjurer, whoſe eyes he as often found fix'd 


upon him. Well, ſaid Robin, bye and bye, 


thank God, there are two of them however.” 
The poor fellow was quite thunder-firuck at 
the ſound : the diſh dropped from his hand; 
his knees knocked together with the fright ; 
and would hardly ſupport him to carry a con- 
firmation of the dreadful news to his compa- 
nions. 1 PRO 
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The teſtimony of the firſt being now cor- 
roborated by that of the ſecond, no doubt 
could poſſibly remain, unleſs to the third; 
who indeed was the moſt incredulous of the 
three. He told them he did not think it at all 
improbable, but that the relation of the firſt 


might have made a; ſtronger impreſſion upon 


the ſecond, as to make him imagine he heard 
the ſame words ſpoken, though at the ſame 
time perhaps the conjurer had never broke 
ſilence: and what the more ſtrongly confirmed 
him in this opinion was, that he had told my 
lady he ſhould not be able to give her any 
tidings of her ring, until the expiration of 
the three days. After many debates, and 
learned arguments, pro and con, it was at 
length agreed, that the third ſhould go into the 
conjurer's chamber the ſucceeding night, and 


in caſe he ſhould be convinced that their fears 
were but too juſtly founded, a council ſhould 


be immediately held how to act upon the oc- 
caſion. 5 


The next day paſſed on like the two pre- 


cedeing ones, with this difference only, that 
Robin reſolved to make the moſt of his laſt 
meal, and laid about him with redoubled vi- 


gour, that he might be the better able to ſuſ- | 


tain the baſtinado, which he foreſaw, without 
the affiſtance of art magic, would be the re- 


ward of his impoſture. When bed-time ap- 


preached, the third footman made his ap- 
pearance ; and, with many bows, and ſcrapes, 
was preparing to diſſerve the table, when Ro- 
bin broke out into his wanted ejaculation — 
Well, 


Pr 


a9) 
6 Well, thank God, ſaid he, I have now 


got them all three! I am now content: and 


c have nothing more to deſire. Friend, con- 
c tinued he, addreſſing himſelf to the footman, 


tell your miſtreſs I ſhall do myſelf the ho- 


© nour of waiting on her in the morning.“ 


The lacquey replied not, but went, with an 
heavy heart, to inſorm his companions of what 


he had heard; who made no doubt that the 
conjurer intended to inform their lady of the 


theft. They ſpent the remaining part of the 
night, in deliberating upon what was beſt to 
be done; and reſolved at length, to throw 


themſelves upon the conjurer's mercy, who 
they thought, ſeemed to be a good-natured ſort 
of a man, notwithſtanding his formidable cap 
and whiſkers, 8 

The next morning, as ſoon as Robin aroſe, 
they threw. themſelves at his feet, depoſited the 
ring in his hands, and confeſſed their guilt ; 
ſupplicating him, in the moſt moving terms, 
to have pity on them, and conceal the affair 
from their lady, as an halter would be the un- 


doubted conſequence of ſuch a diſcovery. 


This was no diſagreeable adventure for Robin, 


who, before this lucky accident, would wil- 


lingly have compounded for two hundred 


laſhes : the dreadful ideas of whips and tor- 


tures, which had occupied his mind ever ſince 
he awoke, began to give place, to the more 
agreeable expeCtation of honours, and re- 
wards, Having moulded his face into as ſe- 
rious a form as poſſible, he told them they had 
acted very prudently in making a voluntary con- 

ſeſſion 
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feſſion of their crime, although he had before 
diſcovered it by the all- powerful influence of 
the planets, and promiſed them, in conſidera- 
tion of their ingenious behaviour, to kee) 
their tranſgreſſion a ſecret from their mi- 
tte. | 185 | 

Having given the ſervants their congee, 
Robin went privately into the yard where the 
poultry was kept, and compelled one of rhe 
turkey-cocks to ſwallow the ring. He then 
waited on lady Simpleton, and, with the 
greateſt confidence, madam, ſaid he, ve 
have at length, with much toil and ſtudy, 
gained the wiſhed-for intelligence: your ring 
is ſafe.” © Oh! bleſs me, cries lady Sim- 
pleton, © I am very glad of it! But where is 
it ?!—Sir Tony would have been ſo vext, 
had I-loſt it.” * You dropped your ring, 
madam,” continued Robin, in the yatrd, 
in pulling of your glove; and it was pre- 
ſently afterwards picked up, by one of the 
turkies: Jet them all paſs in review before 
me, and I will engage to arreſt the felon. . 
Lady Simpleton gave immediate orders for the 
turxeys to make their appearance ; and Robin, 
ſeizing on the turkey, which was a very re- 
markable one, ordered him to be killed, and 
opened in his preſence; and my lady had the 
plealing ſatisfaction of taking her ring from his 
belly. She now looked upon our conjurer as 
a very extraordinary perſonage; and inſiſted 
on his tarrying till the next day, when, her 
huſband was expected from London. Robin, 
who had no objection to a renewal of his 


carouſing 
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carouſing charter, accepted the invitation; 


had the honour both of dining, and ſupping 
with her ladyſhip; and enjoyed a fourth day's 
regale, very different from what he had ex 
pected. 8 | . 

The next day Sir Tony arrived. My lady 
flew to him in raptures, to inform him what a 
wonder of a man he had beneath his roof. 


She launched out into the higheſt encomiums, 


on his ſuperior ſkill and penetration; and aſ- 


ſured him, that without his aſſiſtance, the ring 


on which he ſet ſo great a value, would have 
been inevitably loſt. Sir Tony, although he 


was no Solomon, could not rightly digeſt this 


ſtory. He ſwore that the conjurer was a cheat, 
and an impoſtor; who lived by the credulity 
of mankind; and threatened to have him in- 
ſtantly kicked out of doors. My lady, how- 
ever, found means to ſooth his rage; and pre- 
vailed upon him to put the conjurer's {kill ta 
the teſt, before he carried his menaces into 
execution. At the inſtant a tame robin, that 
uſed to frequent the houſe for the ſake of a 
few crumbs of bread, which he would peck 
familiarly from the hand, flew from the gar- 
den into the hall, and perched upon Sir Tony's 
ſhoulder; who immediately ſeized the little 
warbler, and, confining him in a ſilken hand- 
kerchief, ordered the conjurer to be called, 
who very chearfully made his appearance, in 
expectation of the promiſed reward. 
* Harkee, friend,” ſays Sir Tony, I am in- 
formed you profeſs great ſkill in necro- 
© mancy, But as I _ ever been an infidel 
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in point of magic, ] inſiſt upon it, that 
you convince me by the experiment. Tell 
me what is incloſed in this handkerchief : [ 
will then renounce my incredulity, and you 
ſhall meet with a reward, worthy ſo great a 
cabaliſt: but if on the contrary, you are in- 
capable of giving me the ſatisfaction I de- 
mand, be aſſured your inſolence ſhall not eſ- 
cape with impunity.” | 
Poor Robin, conſcious of his incapacity to 
ſolve the preblem Sir Tony had propoſed, 
curſed his ill ſtars, that made him wait his ar- 
rival; and giving himſelf over for loſt :—— 
alas ! poor Robin, exclaimed he, you ate 
© then caught at laſt - Sir Tony, aſtoniſhed 
at the wonderful penetration and ſagacity of 
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our conjurer, immediately releaſed the robin 


from his confinement, and joined heartily with 
my lady in his commendation. Robin, you 
may depend upon it, was not diſagreeably ſur- 
prized, when he perceived by the flight of his 
nameſake, what a fortunate turn his affairs had 
taken. Sir Tony regailed him a month longer, 
loaded him with preſents; and aſſured him at 
Parting, that he ſhould always meet with a 
kind welcome at Simpleton-Hall; and Robin, 
whoſe reputation was now in its zenith, diſ- 
daining any longer to turn the ſod, took a 
grand houſe not far diſtant from his patron's, 


where he ſtill continues to flouriſh, a conjurer 
of renown, | | 
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The Fortunate PEASANT: 


A T LW 


E often find, in men of obſcure birth 
and mean education, latent ſeeds of ſu- 
periour genius and underſtanding ; 
which, had they the advantage of a proper 
cultivation, might be productive of the richeſt 
fruits : while, on the other hand, we ſee many 
noble perſonages, who, were their natural 
parts aſſiſted by a ſuitable education, might 
cut a very ſignificant figure at the plow-tail. 
What pity then, that ſo many bright geniuſles 
ſhould be loſt to ſociety, meerly for want of 
means to procure a liberal education! what 


pity, that a ſet of rich clodpoles, whoſe only 


merit conſiſts in their wealth, ſhould without 
one grain of ſenſe, or diſcernment, be ad- 
advanced to the higheſt ſtations! O tempora, 
O mores ! O times! O manners !—but to pro- 
ceed to our tale : | 


A certain potent king, of what regions we 


have never been able to learn, nor is it at all 


material to our readers; took great delight to 
travel tbe country in diſguiſe, He was a 


2 learned, 
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Jearned, and a virtuous prince; and had by 
long ſtudy and experience, acquired fo pro- 
found a knowledge of mankind, that he could 
calculate the intrinſic value of a man's genius, 
as truly as a jeweller can the worth of a dia- 
mond; and, like a good lapidary, took a 
pleaſure in poliſhing, and drawing from ob- 
curity, thoſe valuable gems which he found 
rough as from the quarry. 

In one of his excurſions he met with a pea- 
fant, who was tilling a ſmall tract of land that 
lay before his cottage, with great aſſiduity and 
Chearfulneſs. * God ſave you, tiller of the 
earth, ſaid the king, pleaſed with his induſtry, 
And you alſo, Lord of the earth,“ replied 
the peaſant ; who knew him, notwithſtanding 
his diſguiſe. © Why do you give me that title, 
reſumed the king ? do you know who I am? 
No, Sir,” replied the peaſant, perceiving he 
choſe to remain incog. I do not: but I 
called you ſo, becauſe God having created 
© the earth for the uſe of man, he may not 
© improperly he ſtiled the maſter.” The king 
perceiving by this rational anſwer, that he 
was a man of deeper penetration than the ge- 
nenerality of his vocation, reſolved to have a 
little further chat with him. Friend,“ faid 
he, © you feem to Jabour very hard, although 
< you do not appear to be very young.“ 
© 'I rue, Sir,“ replied the peaſant, for there 
are older than myſelf, whom I am obliged 
< to maintain by the ſweat of my brow.” 
© Pray how much may you earn in a day,” 
faid the king. I earn, Sir,” replied he, 

| | | taking 
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taking one day with another; about eighe⸗ 
5 * pence.” And is that ſufficient to maintain 

« yau,” ſaid the king. © Ah ! Sir,” replied he, 
ſhaking his head, my own, are the molt 
* trivial of my expences.“ Pray inform me 
then, how you lay it out,” ſaid the king. 
I ſpend two-pence,' continued the peaſant, 
every day, for the maintenance of myſelf and 
wife ; with two-pence more, I diſcharge my 
debts : two-pence l lend ; ; and the remaining 
two-pence I give away.“ * You ſpeak enig- 
matically, friend,“ quoth the ting: « I with 
you would render your meaning a little more 
intelligible 3 for really I do not comprehend 
you.“ Tue peaſant proceeded: I ſpend 
two-pence, Sir, as 1 ſaid before, for the 
maintenance of myſelf, and my wife; and 
by the ſmallneſs of the ſum, you may gueſs 
the coarſneſs of our fare. With two-pence 
more, I pay my debts: for my father and 
mother are ſtill living, ſo old and infirm, 
that they are quite paſt their labour; and as 
they provided for me, with a parental ten- 
derneſs in my youth, it is but juſt that I 
acquit myſelf with filial piety, of what T 
owe them, by ſupporting them in their old 
age. The two-pence I lend, are for the 
maintenance of my chiidren, who, by rea- 
ſon of their infancy, are incapable of pro- 
viding for themſelves ; which I hope they 
will be grateful enough to repay me, when 
bending beneath the weight of years and 
infirmities, I ſhall be unable to maintain 
myſelf by my daily labour, The two- - pence 

© I give 
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© I give away, are for the maintenance of the 
two daughters of my wife, by her former 
| huſband; and which I have no hopes of ever 

being repaid, as they cannot be ſuppoſed to 
entertain the ſame affection for me, as my 
natural children; and will probably inter- 
marry with thoſe, who will hinder them 
were they ſo inclined.” | 
The king was highly delighted with the 
peaſant's diſcourſe ; and thought he had found 
a gem, which would be well worth the poliſh» 
ing. Friend,” ſaid he, I have been greatly 
© entertained with your converſation, and am 
reſolved to be of —— to you; promiſe me 
only, that you will not relate to any one, 
what has paſſed between us this day, until 
you ſee me again, Look at me ſteadfaſtly, 
that you may know me another time: and . 
charge you, once again, not to divulge a 
tittle of our diſcourſe, till you ſee my face.“ 
The peaſant aſſured him he ſhould yield due 
obedience to his commands; and the king re- 
turned to his palace, very well pleaſed with his 
adventure.” | | 
The next day, having aſſembled thoſe of 

his courtiers who valued themſelves moſt up- 
on their wit and ingenuity, he propoſed to them 
the problem he had learned from the Peaſant, 
and gave them three days to expound it; with 
the promiſe of a reward, worthy the royal 
donor, to him who ſhould be able to explain 
it to his ſatisfaction, | 
_ Having exerciſed their wit, and put their 
invention to the rack to no purpoſe, they gave 
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up all hope of ſucceeding ; one only excepted, 
who, wiſer than the reſt, reſolved if poſſible, 
to find out the Peaſant, and bribe him to the 
ſolution of the ricdle, Having gained infor- 
mation which way the King had walked that 
day, he was fo indefatigabia in his enquiries, 
among the peaſants who inhabited that part of 
the country, that he at length found his man; 
who made no ſecret of his having converſed 
with the king, whom he aſſured him he knew 
perfectly well, notwithſtanding his diſguiſe, 
The courtier then, deſired to be informed of 
the ſubject of their diſcourſe ; but this requeſt 
the Peaſant refuſed to comply with: as the 
king had commanded him 8 upon that 
head, The courtier, a crafty old fox, well 
verſed in the arts of a court, did not give up 
all hopes of obtaining his wiſh : he had yer 
one argument left, the perſuaſive force of 
which, he himſelf had often experienced: and 
drawing an handful of gold from his pocket, 
he conveyed it, with a friendly ſqueeze, into 
the hand of the Peaſant. aſſuring him at the 
fame time, that he would fcorn to meke an 
ill uſe of his confidence. The Peaſant who 
had never, through the whole courſe of his 
life, beheld fo tempting a ſight, reſolved in his 
mind the happineſs this ſum would procure to 
his little family ; he knew how little the pro- 
miſes of the great are to be depended upon; 
and, conſequently had ſome reaſon to doubt, 
whether the king would ever think of per- 
torming his promiſe ; he therefore yielded, 
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and who can blame him, to the ſilent elo- 
quence of the gold. | 

The courtier, well ſatisfied with the ſucceſs 
of his journey, returned to court, explained 
the riddle and demanded the prize. The king, 
altheugh he gueſſed that he had found means to 
tamper with the Peaſant, would not depart from 
his royal word ; but, conſcious that the promiſes 
of princes ſhould ever be preſerved ſacred, and 
inviolate, gave him the promiſed reward, He 
reſolved however, to make the Peaſant feel the 
effects of his wrath, for divulging what he had 
ſo faithfully promiſed to keep ſecret; for which 
purpoſe he diſguiſed himſelf as before, and 
mide a ſecond tour to the cottage, * Well, 
friend, ſaid he, © I find you have not ſcrupled 
to violate the promiſe you ſo ſolemnly made 
* me.” Upon my word, Sir,' replied the 
Peaſant, * you muſt have been miſinformed : 
1 ſcorn to be guilty of a breach of promiſe ; 
* and dare aſſure you that I have paid all due 
* obedience to your commands,' Do not ag- 
* gravate your crime by a falſhood,“ ſaid the 
king, * for certain I am, that you have di- 
* vulged what paſſed between us the other 
day; notwithſlanging I ſo ſtriftly enjoined 
you ſilence. * Tis very true, Sir,' replied 
the Peaſant with great compoſure, IG confeſs 
I did relate what paſted between us; but de- 
Iny that I have in any wiſe forfeited my pa- 
© role : both promiſes, and menaces were put 
in practice to extort the ſecret from me, but 
© all proved ineffectual; and I refuſed to let a 
* ſyllable tranſpire, ſince you had commanded 
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© me not to divulge it to any one till I ſhould 


ſee your face; but when not only your face, 
but a number of faces like yours were pro- 
duced (ſhewing the king the ſpecies he had 
received,) 1 no longer heſitated to comply.” 
The king, who perceived that the Peaſant 
knew him all along, was highly pleaſed with 
this ingenious ſubterfuge ; and eſteeming ſo ſen- 
ſible a man worthy of a better fate, took him 
to court with him, and elevated him to the 
dignity of prime miniſter : probably becauſe 
he perceived in him a talent for ſophiſtry, a 
qualification indifpenſably neceſſary in a ſtateſ- 
man ; for we muſt confeſs that his evaſion for 
the breach of his promiſe, was a little juſui- 
tical, 
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Not to be met with in the Hiſtories of 
her LIFE, 


M ON G the numerous votaries of Ve- 

nus who have rendered themſelves im- 
mortal to poſterity, none can boaſt a 
larger ſhare of fame than Sally Saliſbury ; 
nor can any plead a fairer title. She poſſeſ- 
ſed every qualification, that could . render a 
woman of her profeſſion accompliſhed : her 
perion was agreeable, her wit ready, and her 
conſtancy like that of the turtle, while her 
mate kept conſtant in his ſupplies ; but when 
ſhe had, by her extravagance, reduced him to 
his laſt ſhilling, and rendered him incapable of 
maintaining her any longer in that profuſion 
ihe delighted in, Sally became as cool as a 
cucumber ; 
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cucumber; and turned her back on the man, 
who had fondly ruined himſelf for her ſake. 
Long had ſhe thus continued her ravages 
among the youth of Great Britain with im- 
punity; for ſuch was the fatality of her 
charms, that they overballanced avarice, in- 
gratitude, - and the cruel pleaſure ſhe found in 
exulting in the miſery of thoſe ſhe had ruined : 
till at length a foreign heroe aroſe, who deaf 
to her tears, and proof againſt the witchcraft 
of her charms, puniſhed her ingratitude as it 
deſerved. 

Count C d, a young French nobleman, 
in the courſe of his travels, paid a viſit to the 
Britiſh court. Sally was then in her prime, 
and the reigning toaſt among the nobility; for, 
at that time of day, ſhe would have thought 
it beneath her dignity, to ſtoop to any thing 
under the degree of a Lord. The Count, 
who like the generality of his nation, was a 
man of conſummate gallantry, ſoon got him- 
ſelf introduced to Miſs Saliſbury, through the 
mediation of his Louis D'ors, whoſe ſplendour 
ſhe had no power to reſiſt. He viſited - he 
beheld—he was ſmitten ; her bright eyes ſhot 
quite through his heart: in ſhort he was cap- 
tivated, as much as a Frenchman could be. 
Sally, the moſt artful of her ſex, found means 
to drain the Count's purſe : though ſhe had no 
little trouble in maintaining her conqueſt, as 
the herfelf confeſſed, for he was of a very vo- 
latile diſpoſition; and poſſeſſed a large ſhare of 
that levity, and unconcern ſo common to thoſe 


of his country, But Sally s reputation lay at 
ſtake: 
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ſhe therefore employed all the addreſs ſhs 
was miſtreſs of, to keep him in her chains ; 
in which ſhe had the good fortune to ſuc- 
ceed : and the poor Count, upon the decreaſe 
of his finances, had the mortification to ſhare 
in the common fate of all Sally's lovers, and 
be made a jeſt of, by the woman who had hi- 
therto profeſſed the moſt difintereſted eſteem 
for him. He had not only expended on her 
all his ready money, but had alſo pledged moſt 
of his jewels; and contracted ſeveral conſide- 
rable debts; and Sally to compleat his dif- 
grace, and her own triumph, prevailed with a 
tradeſman, to whom he was indebted about 
one hundred pounds, to arreſt him. The 
Count however, eafily found bail for the ſum ; 
and writing immediately to Paris for freſh 
ſupplies, denounced vengeance againſt the per- 
fid:ous Sally: whoſe cruelty, and ingratitude, 
had converted his love into hatred, 

The Count who was perfect maſter of the 
art of diſſembling, did not give Sally the leaſt 
cauſe to ſuſpect his deſign ; to all outward ap- 
pearance he was more deeply in love than ever. 
He even affected to fay in company, when he 
thought it would reach Sally's ears; that, like 
a ſpaniel, the more ſhe ſpurned him, the more 
he was doomed to fawn, Having received 
the ſupplies he had wrote for, he ſet up a very 
gallant equipage ; cloathed his attendants in the 
moſt {uperb liveries; and equalled, in his own 
dreſs, the magnificence of the ſultan of the 
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With this pompous retinue he proceeded to 
Sally's houſe ; and having ſent in his name— 
O the ſurprizing effects of omnipotent gold 
—Sally, who, with infinite delight, had be- 
held from her window, the gaity and grandeur of 
the equipage ; gave the kindeſt reception imagi- 
nable, to the man whom the day before ſhe 
would not have deigned to treat with com- 
mon civility, In ſhort, the Count was quite 
aſteniſhed; and owned himſelf foiled in the 
art of diflemblirlg. Sally's complaiſance was 
now as unbounded, as her inſolence had been 
before : ſhe complained of the Count's neg- 
let; aſked him why he did not viſit her as 
uſual ;z and inſiſted on his ſtaying ſupper, and 
ſpending the night with her, without ſetting 
any price upon her favours. This the 
Count was not at all ſorry for, as he muſt 
otherwiſe have purchaſed the favour at any 
rate; for on that depended the whole machi- 
nation of his deſign : he therefore accepted the 
invitation with raptures, which Sally miſtook 
to proceed from the effects of her charms, 

The table being ſpread, down they ſat to a 
moſt ſumptuous entertainment; for Sally, lit- 
tle dreaming it was to be at her own coſt, had 
ſpared no expence in providing what was ele- 
gant, The Count took care to ply her pretty 
briſkly with wine, during the courſe of the 
entertainment ; and Miſs Saliſbury, who had 
no diſlike to a chearful glaſs, was ſo much 
_ overpowered with the generous liquor before 
bedtime, that ſhe fell faſt aſleep in her chair; 
and the Count, with the aſſiſtance of her 

| maid, 
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maid, made ſhift, though not without much 


difficulty, to put her to bed. 


Having diſmiſſed the maid, and perceiving, 


by her ſnoring, that Sally was faſt as a rock; 


he took a turn or two about the chamber, 
waiting impatiently for the hour of one, when 


his friends, as had been previouſly ſtipulated 


between them, were to rendezvous under the 


window. At length the appointed hgoal was 


given; three diſtinct raps againſt the parlour 
futter; ſuch as all our readers muſt have 


heard, who aſſiſted at the exorciſm, not long 
fince performed, at the Comic Opera in Cock- 
lane. The Count immediately threw up the 
window, and flung out his coat, waiſtcoat, 


and breeches ; which were inſtantly conveyed 


into a ſack they had brought with them for 
the purpoſe. He then proceeded to ranſack 
the apartment : the ſilver chandeliers, the gold 
repeater, the toilette and its contents, with a 


little cabinet, in which ſhe kept her ready mo- 


ney and jewels, all followed the breeches. 
Having performed this ſecret expedition to his 
heart's content, he gave his friends the ſignal 


to retreat, who immediately marched away with 
bag and baggage ; and the Count, leaving the 


window open, went to bed to Sally, fo well 


fatisfied with his revenge, that he careſſed his 


bedfellow when ſhe awoke, with redoubled 
ardour. | : 

'The next morning, when the count came 
to riſe, no breeches were to be found. Sally 


rung the bell in a fury, for the maid ; and re- 


primanded her, in the moſt opprobrious terms, 


for 


K 


3 „ 5% 
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for her negligence in miſlaying theCount's bree- 
ches. The maid as ftrenuouſly aſſerted her 
innocence: and upon a farther ſcrutiny, nei- 
ther coat nor waiſtcoat were to be found, 
The Count ſtormed, Sally ſcolded, the maid 
cried ; ſo that they formed among them, 
a moſt harmonious concert en trio. At 
length the maid, feeing the window wide 


open, and miſſing the chandeliers and toilette, 


which ſhe knew ſhe had left there the night 
before, informed her miſtreſs, in a diſmal yell, 
that rogues had broke in at the window, and 
ſtript the room in the night. 
Sally, at this doleful tale, fprung out of bed 
immediately, in ſearch for the dear cafket, in 
which the darling of her ſoul was inſhrined ; 
but all in vain : it was loft, irreparably loſt, 
never more to feaſt her longing eyes; and 
Sally, unable to ſupport ſo lamentable a diſaſter, 
ſwooned away. But the Count ſoon awakened 
her from her trance“ zZounds! madam,” 
cried he, in the voice of a ſtentor, © do not 
© think to make me your dupe. Do you ima- 
+ gine that I cannot penetrate into the baſe- 
« neſs of your deſign? it was by your order 
* the chamber was plundered in the night : 
* you knew I had jewels and money about me 
© to a conſiderable amount; and this ſcene of 
* villainy is all your own contrivance, in order 
* to defraud me of my property.“ Alas !? 
replied ſhe, in a plaintive voice, is this 
then the conſolation you adminiſter, when 
you ſee that I am totally ruined, and have 


« loſt my all?“ © I believe, — ” 
um 
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ſumed the count, I ſhall ſoon cauſe you to 
change your tune, for, by God, I will not 
ſuffer myſelſ to be tamely duped in this 
manner. I will make immediate application 
to a juſtice of the peace, and have every 
ſoul in the houſe taken into cuſtody :* ſo ſay- 
ing, he leaped nimbly out of bed, and running 
to the window, ſoon alarmed the neighbour- 
hood with the repeated cry of thieves !— 
thieves I—and the houſe was ſurrounded in an 
inſtant. 

Poor Sally, extreamly unwilling to undergo 
ſo ſignal a diſgiace ; malgre her pride which 

was exceſſive, condeſcended to fling herſelf at 
his feet, and conjure him in the moſt movin 
and pathetic terms not to expoſe her. The 
Count, who poſſeſſed a great ſhare of good 
nature, was ſatisfied with the vengeance he 
had already taken, and going to the window, 
aſſured the mobility that his outcries were no- 
thing more than the effects of a dream. He 
then ſent a ſervant to his lodgings for another 
ſuit of cloaths; and having dreſſed himſelf, 
took an eternal farewel of the faithleſs, and 
ungrateful Miſs Saliſbury, 


R R a Aa 


A 


TRICE 


4 4 * r * 4 * So FI 4 a eee. ot * = 0 
4 4. n 
» Y " 4 *+ a a 
2 1 2 
25 — 


TRICK bon TRICK: 


An Engliſh N OV EL. 


R. John Traffick, an eminent Gold- 
ſmith at Briſtol, had two ſons, John, 


and Charles. Charles, who was the 
youngeſt, "was placed by his father with a 
mercer at London; with whom having ſerved 
his apprenticeſhip, he married, and ſet up for 


himſelf near St. Paul's-Church- Yard, His 


brother John remained at Briſtol ; and having 


ſucceeded his father in his buſineſs, married; 


but had no children, 55 
A certain ſharper, who was acquainted with 
the two brothers, being a native of the ſame 
city, happened to be in London at the time 
Charles went into buſineſs for himſelf; and 
paſſing accidentally by his door, upon his re- 
turn from the gaming table, where, malgre 
his cunning, he had reduced his noble to nine- 
pence, happened to caſt his eye upon the ſign ; 
where he read, in very legible golden cha- 
racters: Charles Traffick, Mercer. Umph ! 
ſays he to himſelf, who knows but this may 


/ OO NT IE TE 4 


Ta E641 149 4h; Eagty es ogy es oa eee 


be | 


P 
9 tet: 
. 
E h 
* 


4 — 
ns ab. 
4 — 
hater 


— — N e 213; o 2 
YOTUMEL Do HENRI OL RGSeT nisnT2 
— 
a 


——— 
* 


r 0 26975 42 ee 
* . 


r 
. 


No. ue” 
r 


727 


A 3 9 oath: " N 

yn. 8 . a e 3 Ga 3 . 7 "III 
* * * : we . a 2 X La * : pert ** 

al * 3 Tali 7, C 


4 
ft 


KN 
r ad FR a £3 a 
Sys) 2 " : 


4 2 Ne 
2 _ 8 2 a 
5 ae A IN es F 
8 r 


Y < 
1 $A . 1 * 
"__ geen the - 1 * $ 52 L i 


« © * * - bis how j , q — , 1 15 N * n r r 
23 : PS ene A Po Sr nd Hons es N > ö 8 . . 8 LY NET”. >." 
« 2 — N x 4 83 8 n n r * n * RE SE Gag . 


r. 
*s 


- | ox 0 = 
28 N ing, - oo G 


ee Be hg 


DD TAL 
3 


— 


W 
| Be! nts . 
2 


( 162 ) 


be my old ſchoolfellow Charles, I have been 
often told that he ſerved his time to a mercer ; 
perhaps I may be able to take him in for the 
loan of a few pieces. In order to be certain 
whether it was him or not, he applied to a 
3 publican for further intelligence; 
and, to his unſpeakable ſatisfaction, received 
ſuch information as left him no room to doubt 
of his being the very identical Mr. Charles 
Traffick, his ſchoolfellow. | 
Upon revolving again in his mind the ſcheme 
he had formed of borrowing from his old ac- 
quaintance, he made two very judicious re- 
matks ; © That more people were ready 
to borrow than to lend; and that a bird in 
the hand, was worth two in the buſh :;” he re- 
ſolved therefore to make ſome work, and not 
leave truſting to the mercer's generolity, what 
he could obtain by his own cunning, Having 
called for a paper of tobacco, he applied him- 
ſelf to his pipe; for the fumes of tobacco, as 
the learned agree, are the midwives of teem- 
ing brains; without the aſſiſtance of which, 
many a noble ſcheme would be ſtifled in the 
birth. The prolific fumes had no ſooner 
reached the ſeat of the brain, than a ſudden 
ftart from his chair, and the breaking of his 
pipe againſt the table, beſpoke him happily de- 
livered of a ſcheme, of no little importance, 
He immediately paid his ſhot, and ſallied forth 
in queſt of a friend of his, who followed the 
ſame laudable profeſſion of ſharping, and im- 
parted to him his project; which the — 
lithe 


( 163 ) 
liſhed very heartily, and promiſed to play his 
part ſo as to merit appla | 

Having thus ſettled matters to his wifh, he 
equipped himſelf in an old tattered coat, and 
waited on the mercer. Ah, my old ſchool- 
fellow, ſaid he, running to embrace him, 
© how glad I am to ſee you The mercer, 
unwilling to enter into ſuch cloſe connexions, 
with ſo deſpieable a petſonage; and expoſe a 
crimſon filk night gown, to the loathed em- 
braces of a greazy doublet z made his retreat 
to the further end of the room with, upon 


' my word, friend, I do not know you.“ 


Not know me | why ſure, you cannot have 
forgot your old ſchoolfellow Gamble, the man- 
tva-maker's fon at Briſtol, 

« Oh1- bleſs me Mr. Gamble is it you ? 
© really did not recollect you. I hope all 
friends are well in the country. But I have 
© a little buſineſs upon my hands at preſent, ſo 
* muſt beg you will excuſo me.“ Alas, Sir, 
cries Gamble, I come at once the meſſenger 
of good, and bad tidings-: your poor bro- 
6 ther John is dead; but as he left no children, 
he has bequeathed the bulk of his fortune, 
* which is reckoned very conſiderable, to you; 
© and made you ſole executor of his will ?” 

This laſt piece of news, eaſily conſoled 
Charles for the death of his brother : he even 
forgot, in the exceſs of his joy, that he juſt 
before told Gamble he was engaged; and in- 
liſted upon their drinking a bottle together be- 
fore they parted. When the glaſs had circu- 
lated pretty freely, Traffick teſtified his ſar- 
h prize, 
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2 that his ſiſter in law had not wrote to 


W K Aa & 


* 


Alas! Sir,“ replied Gamble, the did 
write to you; and committed her letter to 
my care : but an unforeſeen accident, which 
happened to me at the inn where I put up, 
has not only retarded me in the delivery of 
the letter, but has alſo obliged me to appear 
before you in ſo indecent a garb,” * Bleſs 


© me! cries the mercer, pray what was that! 


4 


bl 
& 
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why you muſt know, Sir, continued Gam- 
e, © that about this time two years, I came 
to London, upon a little buſineſs, and hap- 
pening to be ſhort of money, contracted a 
debt of about five guineas, at the very inn 
I put up at this morning. Now this had in- 
tirely ſlipt my memory: but the innkeeper, 
who had kept it chaulked up in black and 


white ever ſince, remembered it well enough ; 
and demanded his money. What could [ 
do F I had not a ſufficiency about me to ſa- 


tisfy his demand; I therefore. endeavoured 
to pacify him with fair words, and promi- 
ſes: but he was deaf to all I could ſay, 
ſwore my intent was to cheat him (and 1 
muſt conſeſs appearances were againſt me) 


and inſiſted upon my leaving my coat, as a 


pledge; which civil requeſt I was under a 
neceſſity of complying with, and was ob- 
liged to borrow this old frock from the hoſt- 
ler. The fellow's inſolent behaviour put me 
into ſuch a ferment, that I quite forgot the 


letter, which remains in the coat pocket: 


but J have a friend in town, who, I believe, 
will advance me the money.“ I am ſur- 
« prized, 
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© prized, Sir, you ſhould talk of applying 
£ elſewhere, when you have a friend fo near 
£ you,” cries Traffick, whom the wine, and 
good news together, had elevated to an unu- 
ſual pitch of generoſity, © I will advance you 


© the money, Mr. Gamble, and inſiſt upon 


your making this houſe your home, durin 
« your reſidence in town.” Gamble made his 
bow, and accepted the kind invitation, for 
that night; but aſſured him, he was obliged 
© to ſet out the next morning on his return to 
© Briſtol” Traffick then advanced his old 
ſchoolfellow the five guineas, and would fain 
have ſent a ſervant to redeem the coat, but 
this Mr. Gamble, for reaſons beſt known to 
himſelf, would by no means agree to: ſo after 
many apologies, took his leave of the mercer ; 
who defired him not to exceed two o'clock, 
his hour of dining. 

Gamble now paid a ſecond viſit to the 
gaming table, in order to try his Juck again : 
but fortune ſtill continued to perſecute him, 
He loſt in leſs than half an hour, four of the 
five guineas he had received from T raffick ; 
and had a very ſtrong temptation to riſk the 
other, in order to regain what he had loſt ; 
but this conduct would, if he came off loſer, 


infallibly render his ſcheme abortive; ſo that 


prudence, after a pretty obſtinate ſtruggle, 
gained a victory over inclination, Having re- 
tired from the gaming table, he took a turn to 
Monrouth-ſtreet, where he equipped him- 
ſelf with a pretty decent coat ; and the time 
being now £lapſed, which was requiſite for go- 
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ing te the inn, he returned to the houſe of the 

mercer. | 
Traffick, who waited with impatience for 
the letter, opened it eagerly; and was nota 
little ſurprized, to find it written in a hand he 
was intirely unacquainted with. However, 
his eagerneſs to peruſe it, hindered him from 
teſtifying his ſurprize to Gamble: though if 
he had, Gamble had an anſwer at his fingers 
end; fince it was no other than the inimitable. 
Mr. Gamble himſelf, who had both framed, 
and copied the letter; in which he had not 
forgot to inſert an apology for the widow Traf- 
fick's not writing herſelf : the poor lady aſſured 
her brother in law, that the violence of her 
affliction, was the only obſtacle to her writ- 
ing; for that ſhe] could not pen a ſyllable, 
but ſhe blotted it out again with her tears. 
The mercer, notwithſtanding his inſenſibility, 
could ſcarce refrain from tears, at reading this 
pathetic letter. He regailed Gamble with a 
good ſupper, and ordered the beſt bed-chamber 
in the houſe to be prepared for his reception ; 
and as Mrs. Traffick ſeemed very prefling, for 
her brother-in-law coming down to Briſtol, he 
agreed to ſet out with Gamble the next morn- 
ing early. | To 
When all the family were retired to reſt, 
Gamble who had ſomething elſe to do than to 
ſleep, opened his window, and diſcovered his 
companion in the ſtreet; who was too much 
the man of buſineſs, not to be punctual to bis 
appointment. Gamble immediately ſtole down 
ſtairs, as ſoftly as he could, and attempted to 
open 


— 


CO} 

open the ſtreet door; but Mr, Traffick had 
unluckily, according to a cuſtom he never 
departed from, taken the key with him into 
his room. This was no little mortification to 
Gamble, though it did not intirely diſconcert 
his project neither. He groped his way into 
the ſhop, and paying due obedience to the 
maxim, * beggars ſhould not be chuſers,” took 
thoſe bales of ſilk which lay neareſt his hand, 
and carrying them into his room, threw them 
to his companion in the ſtreet ; who having 
got his freight, diſappeared in an inftant. | 
The next morning when Gamble came 
down, dreſſed, and ready to depart ; the mer- 
cer told him that he had poſtponed his journey 
for two or three days, by the advice of his 
wife, who thought it would not look quite ſo 
decent for him, to make his appearance at 
- Briſtol without mourning, which would take 
up ſome time making; but that he would 
trouble him with a letter to his ſiſter-in-law, 
to inform her of the reaſon of this delay; and 
alſo te condole with her upon the death of her 
huſband. Gamble acquieſced in Mrs, Traf- 
fick's opinion, and agreed that mourning was a 
decorum not to be omitted. Now had Mr: 
Gamble been capable of penetrating into the 
mercer's reſolve the night before, it might have 
ſpared him much beating of his brains ; for 
being a man that did not affect popularity, but 
delighted to travel alone, he had ſpent beſt part 
of the night in ruminating, upon a method to 
put a op to Mr. Traffick's intended journey, 
and had at length (for wits you know always 


jump 


„ 
jump together) reſolved on the very thing Mr. 
Traffick himſelf had propoſed, (viz) to per- 
ſuade him to wait for his mourning. The 
mercer having concluded his epiſtle, commit- 
ted it to the care of his ſchoolfellow ; and fur- 
niſhing him with money for his experices on 
the road, wiſhed him a good journey. 
Gamble went away in high glee, to think 
how well he had ſucceeded ; aud reſolved to 
ſet out immediately for Briſtol, and act the 
ſame farce over again with the brother. For 
this purpoſe he forged another letter, as from 
Mrs. Traffick of London, to her brother-in- 
law at Briſtol; couched in much the ſame 
terms as the former : giving a pathetic ac- 
count of Mrs. Traffick's affliction, for the 
loſs of ſo good a huſband, who had left him 
by his will a conſiderable legacy, and named 
him executor, and teſtamentary guardian of 
his children: that his preſence being abſo- 
lutely neceſſary at London, ſhe conjured him 
to come thither without delay; making the 
8 apology for not being able to write her- 
1 
When he arrived at Briſtol, he preſented 
this letter to Mr. John Trafficx; who teſti- 
fied great ſorrow at the melancholy news. 
He gave his old ſchoolfellow an hearty. wel- 
come, and when he underſtood that he came 
on purpoſe from London, at the inftance of his 
ſiſter-in-law, treated him with more than or- 
dinary civility ; kept him to ſupper, and or- 
dered him a bed in his own houſe. When bed- 
time approached, Gamble told him he ſhould 
5 {ct 
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ſet out next moining early upon his return to 
London ; and aſked him, if he had any com- 
mands that he could execute? the goldſmith 
begged he would do him the favour to inform 
his ſiſter-in-law, that he had given immediate 


orders for a ſuit of mourning, and would ſet 


out in two days at fartheſt. 
Gamble, you may eaſily imagine, had as lit- 
tle inclination to ſleep at the goldfmith's, as he 


had had at the mercer's. He crept ſoftly down 


ſtairs as before, when the family were retired 
to reſt, and found means to convey ſeveral 
boxes of jewels into his pockets; and, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of his aid de camp, made a 
much richer booty at Briſtol, than he had 
made at London. The next morning he left 
the houſe before his hoſt was ſtirring, under 


the pretence of haſtening to London: and the 


goldſmith was in ſuch haſte, preparing for his 
journey, that he never miſt his trinkets ;_ but 
having got his mourning, ſet out for the me- 
tropolis. ö 
Now fo it happened, that the two brothers 
ſet out the ſame day; John from Briftol, and 
Charles from London. Charles having ſet 
out early, arrived at Woolverhampton, which is 
about half way from London to Briſtol, before 
his brother ; and put up at the ſign of the 
Red-Lion, which is looked upon as the beſt 
inn there, where he got a mouthful of ſupper, 
and went to bed betimes, in order to purſue 
bis journey early the next morning. His bro- 
ther John arrived not till very late; ; and, upon 
enquiring for the inn, Was directed * the 
- 
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Red-Lion, where he aſked for a bed, and was 


conducted into a chamber, adjoining to that in 
which his brother lay; and ſo ſituated, that 
he could not get to it without paſſing through 


the apartment which his brother occupied. 


Mr. John Traffick, who was a very religi- 
ous man, and a conſtant churchman (for he 
had never been at London) had a certain cuſ- 
tom, which we doubt not but many of our 
London readers are utterly unacquainted with) 
of ſaying his prayers every night, before he 
went ro bed: and, although he came in ſo 
late, could not prevail with himſelf to omit 


his cuſtomary orations; which he pronounced 


in ſo audible a manner, as waked his brother 
Charles; who began to liſten, with great at- 


. tention to the voice, which he thought was 


not unlike that of his deceaſed brother John, 
This idea threw him into a cold ſweat ; and a 
quick ſucceſſion of hobgobblins, ſpectres, and 
apparitions crowded on his imaginations. John, 


having hurried over his uſual ſtint of prayer, 


in the ſame mechanical manner as he would 
make an etwey, or a pair of {leeve buttons ; 
went to bed. He had nat lain long, before he 
recollected, that he had forgot to make uſe of 
the jordan; but upon application to the ſide 
&f the bed, found that the careleſs chamber- 
maid had omitted to place that neceſſary uten- 
l. What muſt he do? ring he could not, 
for there was no bell in the room. It was 
moonlight: and he at length reſolved to ariſe, 
and have recourſe to a certain pewter conve- 
niency, which all our readers, who have ever 
frequented 
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frequented inn, tavern, or alehouſe, have un- 
doubtedly obſerved fixed in the corner of the 
. paſſage. | rt 

He no ſooner entered his brother's room, 
than Charles, who was ſtill upon the liſten, 
deſctied him; and diſtinguiſhing, by the 
light of the moon the features of his, brother 
John, ſet up a loud cry. John, who likewiſe 
beheld the head of his brother leaning over 
the bed, was ſeized with the ſame apprchen- 
tions : his very hair ſtood an end with horror, 
and affrightz and he remained motionleſs for 
ſome time, Charles, percetving the appari- 
tion did not advance, thought he could not 
ſeize a more favourable opportunity, and 
| leaping out of bed, ran down ſtairs as faſt as 
his legs would carry him into the kitchen ; 
where the hoſtler, and chambermaid were 
ſitting very lovingly together over a bottle of 
ale, after the reſt of the houſe were gone to 
bed. As their backs were turned to him, they 
did not perceive him when firſt he came in, 
but upon his exclaiming, Lord God what 
a ſhocking ſpectacle l' they both turned a- 
bout :—down went the table, candle, bottle 
and glaſſes. The inn reſounded with repeated 
outcries of thieves !—murder !—fire !—— The 
whole houſe was preſently up in arms: mine 
hoſt ſallied from his chamber, armed cap-a- 
pie, with an olgruſty hanger in his right hand, 
in his left he wielded an huge elbow chair by 
way of ſhield ; his fat ſpouſe waddled after, 
brandiſhing in her hand a loaded jordan. 
John, whom this * din had rouzed _ 
42 13 
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his trance, began to impute what he had ſeen, 
ro the effects of imagination; and being un- 
willing to make one in a fray, flunk back 
again to his bed. The chambermaid had by 
this time informed her maſter of the cauſe of 
the uproar ; and vehemently inſiſted, that the 
houſe was haunted. The innkeeper, vext to 
have been diſturbed on ſo ridiculous an occa- 
lion, beſtowed ſome hearty curſes on her; 
and mine hoſteſs was not wanting in compli- 
ments of the like nature. 

Now all retired again to their reſpeCtive 
apartments. The innkeeper and his rib, 
marched back in the ſame order of battle to 
their chamber, and my landlord having laid 
down his arms, leaped nimbly into bed ; but 
an hearty pinch on the buttacks, cauſed him 
as nimbly to leap out again : for Charles, who, 
like his brother, began to ſuſpect that his 
fears were groundleſs, was unwilling to be 
known the author of this diſturbance; and pru- 
cently retreated to his chamber, as he thought; 
but happened in his hurry, to miſtake the inn- 
keeper's room for his own. Mine hoſteſs, ſee- 
ing her huſband jump out of bed, and behold- 
ing a head upon the pillow, which her fright 
repreſented as dreadful as the Gorgon's of old, 
diſcharged the jordan, with its contents, full 
at the noddle of poor Charles; and lockin 
the door, followed her huſbagd, who had by 
this time given a freſh alarm. The hoſtler, 
tbe tapſter, and the waiters were now all aſ- 
ſembled; and a council of war being held, it 
was reſolved, nem. con. that they ſhould all enter 
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che room in a body. And now the door be- 
ing unlocked, poor Charles, who had in vain 
eſfayed to open the door, ſtood revealed to 
open view; ſhivering in his ſhirt, which was 
dropping wet. He would have advanced to 
the innkeeper, to inform him of the affair, 
but the cohort gave way at his approach ; and 
thoſe undaunted heroes who had mutually 
agreed to ſtand by each other, took to their 
heels; one alone excepted— Tim, the tapſter, 
an heroe of Hibernian race, who boaſted an 
uninterrupted lineal deſcent, from the great, 
and magnanimous Brijan Boraimbe, diſdained 
to ly, To him alone was reſerved the at- 
chievement of this perilous adventure: he ad- 
vanced, with an intrepidity that aſtoniſhed 
the beholders, and ſeizing upon this dreadful 
apparition, brought him to the light, The 
danger over, his fellow adventurers flocked 
around him, all declaring that a ghoſt was a 
mighty odd fort of a thing ; till at length one 
of the waiters recolleCting the features of 
Charles, aſſured his maſter it was no ſpirit, 
but one of their gueſts, | 

They now adjourned to the kitchen, where 
the mercer found himſelf under a neceſſity of 
diſcloſing the truth of the ſtory, in his own 
deſence; and ſwore poſitively that he had 
ſeen the apparition of his deceaſed brother 
John Traffick of Briſtol, whoſe affairs he was 
then going to ſettle, [I'll tell you what, 
* maſter,” ſays. the innkeeper, with a ſignificant 
leer, I begin to ſmell a rat; and I wiſh you 
« ben't ſent on a fool's errand, Why Mr. john 

| 1 Fraffick 
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© Traffick of Briſtol, is now a bed in this very. 
© houſe; unleſs he has been diſturbed by the 
© noiſe.” Are you certain of that” ſaid Charles? 
— ] am ſure as how he ſaid his name was 
John Traffick,” replied the innkeeper, © and 
© that he was going to London, becauſe why, 
© that his brother was dead,' Charles now 
began to think with his landlord, that he had 
been bubbled ; and the appearance of his bro- 
ther John, who being informed of the occa- 
ſion of the uproar, had dreſſed himſelf, and 
come down; confirmed him in his ſuſpicions, 
As for John, he refuſed to give credit to what 
was told him, till he had aſſured hiniſelf 
of his brother's identity, by palpable demon- 
ſtration. Upon comparing notes, they eaſily 
perceived in what manner they had been du- 
ped; and returned the next morning, like 
fools as they came, to their reſpective habita- 


tions. 
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HE Duke d'Oſfona, viceroy of Na- 
ples, of whom we have heretofore made 
honourable mention; ' uſed to take great 
delight in walking through the city in diſguiſe, 
with no other attendants than one Jacquey ; in 
order to diſcover, what were the ſentiments of 
the public in regard to his adminiſtration z not 
that he might puniſh them for their temerity 
in cenſuring his conduct, but that he might 
eaſe them of the grievances they complained 
of, as far as was conſiſtent with his duty to his 
ſovereign. 
As he was going his rounds one night, he 
perceived three faldiers ſitting upon a bench, 
et the door of a publick-houſe, who, by their 
mirth and feſtivity, ſeemed in want of nothing 
to render their happineſs compleat. The duke, 
who had a longing inclination to know the 
ſubject matter of their diſcourſe, diſmiſſed his 
lacquey, and joined the ſoldiers, who gave him 
an hearty welcome; and offered him ſhare of 
14 1 their 
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their liquor; which he accepted. When the 
bowl had gone round pretty freely, and many 
jovial ſongs been ſung; one of the ſoldiers pro- 
poſed to his Comrades, that by way of paſtime, 
each of them in his turn, ſhould Wiſh for that 
which he thought would render him happieſt 
during the remainder of his life: and to be- 
* gin,” ſaid the ſoldier who firſt made the pro- 
poſal, I wiſh J had the ſum of one thouſand 
* crowns; I ſhould then think myſelf happier, 
even than the Viceroy himſelf,”* + That is a 
mercenary wiſh, quoth the ſecond, be- 
neath the gard of a ſoldier.“ I With for my 
part, that he would make me one of the 
captains of his guards; I ſhould then eſteem 
my lot, infinitely preferable to his. If I 
might form a Wiſh,” cries the third, © I do 
aſſure you, that neither nf your Wiſhes 
would have charms ſufficient to attract me: 
the height of my ambition would be, to ob- 
tain a night's lodging with the vicereine his 
ſpouſe ; I ſhould then think myſelf far hap- 
pier, than both of you together.“ Come, 
faid they, addrefling themſelves to the viceroy, 
let us now hear your Wiſh ?—* I Wiſh,” ſaid 
he, * that I were viceroy ; I would then en- 
* deavour to render each of you happy in his 
* Wiſh,” An hearty fellow, egad cried 
the ſoldiers, ſhaking him by the hand, though 
we would much rather forego our Will, 
than change our viceroy; for it is impoſſible 
to live beneath a milder, or a gentler ſway : 
all our wants are amply ſupplied, and he 
governs with the goodneſs, and lenity of a 
„father.“ 
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© father, This elogium, though far ſhort of 
what he deſerved, was far from being diſpleaſ- 
ing to the viceroy. 

The ſoldiers now took their leave, in order 
to return to the garriſon; and the viceroy 
happening to meet, at that very inſtant, an 
officer who belonged to his guards, ordered 
him to inquire the names of thoſe three ſol- 
diers, whom he ſhewed him at a diſtance, 
and what company they belonged to; and to 
bring him intelligence the next morning with» 
out fail, e 

The officer acquitted himſelf punctually of 
his commiſſion ; and waited on the duke at 
the time appointed, with the intelligence he de- 
fired ; who ſent an order to their captain, to 
ſend thoſe three ſoldiers to him immediately. 
Speak boldly,” ſaid the duke when they came 
into his preſence, © and take heed ye do not 
* deviate from the truth: what was the ſubject 
of your diſcourſe laſt night; at ſuch an 
* hour, and in fuch a place ?* tbe ſoldiers aſto- 
niſhed, began to gaze at one another; bus 
dared not make any reply. Hakee, gen- 
* tlemen,* continued the duke, * to the point 
immediately: or I proteſt you {hall all three 
© be tied up to the halberds for your diſobe- 
© dience.' The foldier who had propoſed the 
topic of Wiſhing the preceeding nigbt, being 
the boldeſt of the three, took upon himſelf at 
length to be ſpokeſman. © My lord duke, ſaid he, 
© I confeſs we were diſcourſing together latt 
© night, at ſuch time, and in ſuch place as 
your excellency has mentioned; but our dit- 
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© courſe was general; and I really cannot re- 
collect any thing in particular.“ The diſ- 
* Courſe you then held, was relating to me, 
faid the viceroy, you know beſt whe- 
© ther I have been rightly informed: but let 
© me advice you, once again, not to excite 
© me to anger, by impugning a known truth.“ 
'Fhe ſoldier perceiving that the duke grew 
warm, thought he had better comply with his 


orders ; leſt he ſhould, as he threatened, pro- 


ceed to extremities, My lord duke,” ſaid 
he, I will tell your excellency the ſubject 
of my diſcourſe at that time; humbly hop- 
ing you will be pleaſed to pardon the free- 
dom of a converſation, that paſſed over the 
bottle. My comrades and I, being in a merry 
mood, agreed the more ſocially to paſs 
away the time, that each of us, in his turn, 
ſhould Wiſh for that, which would render 
him happieſt for the remainder of his days; 
and I remember to have ſaid, that the ſum 
of one thouſand crowns, would make me 
happler, even than your excelleney.” 

The duke ſent immediately for his treaſu- 
rer, and ordered him to pay one thouſand 
crowns to the ſoldier; who went away as 
happy as a man can be, who is in poſſeſſion of 
all he deſires. And you,” faid the viceroy, 
turning to the ſecond, what was your 
* Wiſh ?* The ſoldier, imboldened by the 
duke's liberality to his comrade, anſwered with- 
out heſitation : my lore, I ſaid, that it 1 
was one of the captains of your excellency's 
guards, I ſhou'd eſteem my lot infinitely 
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© preferable to yours.” © Well,” reſumed the 
viceroy, © you ſhall not have any cauſe to re- 
* proach me, for being leſs liberal to you 
© than to your companion; from this moment 
be happy in yeur Wiſh: I will promote one 
of the captains of my guards, and you ſhall 
enjoy his place. And now,“ continued he, 
addreſſing himſelf to the third, let us hear 
your Wiſh !— ah ! my lord,” ſaid the ſoldier, 
trembling and confounded, I hope your ex- 
* cellency will graciouſly be pleaſed to excuſe 
me: we were at the publick-houſe, where 
* we drank ſo freely that we knew not what 
© we ſaid; at leaſt that was my caſe.” 
Speak,“ reſumed the duke, immediately; 
and to the purpoſe; leſt I make you repent 
* of your diſobedience, The poor fellow, 
well knowing the duke would be obeyed, 
replied in a voice as full of quavers as an opera 
finger : my lord, 1 was raſh enough to ſay, 
little imagining it would be brought to your 
excellency's ears, that a night's lodging with 
the vicereine, would render me happier, than 
if 1 were to enjoy the Wiſhes, of both my 
comrades together; but my lord,* continued 
he, caſting himſelf at the duke's feet, par- 
don, I befeech you, the temerity of a man, 
© who ſpoke without thinking.” 
The viceroy commanded him to riſe. *© I 
© am ſorry, friend,” ſaid he, that it is not in 
© my power to grant your requelt ; if it was, 
you ſhould return as happy as your compani- 
ons: all that I can do to ſerve you is, to 
ſpeak to her in your favour.“ Come, oa 
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low me. The poor fellow, trembling every 
joint, would have given both his ears to be 
well extricated from this dilemma ; but the 
duke, who would take no denial, inſiſted on 
his following him to the apartment of the 
Viceicine, whom they found at her toilette. 

The duke having previouſly acquainted her 
with the ſoldier's Wiſh, took him by the hand, 
and preſenting him to his lady: © this,” ſaid 
he to him, * is the only perſon capable of 
© making you happy in your Wiſh ; obtain 
© her conſent, and be affured I ſhall not op- 
© poſe your happineſs” The ſoidier abaſhed, 
hung down his head : and the vicereine, highly 
offended at his inſolence, would have ordered 
hin the ſtrapado, had not the duke interpo- 
ſed ; who ſent him away fafe and ſound; 
thinking the mortification he would undergo, 
in not having formed a more reaſonable Wiſh 
in which he would probably have been in- 
duſged as well as his companions, puniſhment 
ſuffcient. 
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T E ſhall, without gpy previous apology, 
preſent our readers with another ftory 
relative to the ſame duke ; whoſe vigi- 
lance was ſo indefatigable, that he would make 
frequent excurſions on foot, through the 
ſtreets of Naples, in order to obſerve whether 
a regular police was maintained ; and that he 
might the eaſier detect thoſe officers who were 


remiſs in their duty, always went unat- 


tended. | 

Having met in his walks a great number of 
Cripples, who, under the title of diſabled 
ſoldiers, were continually importuning him for 


alms ; the viceroy a humane good man, whoſe 


heart always ſhared in the ſufferings of his 


fellow creatures in diſtreſs ; reſolved to at- 


tempt ſomething for their relief. The mo- 
ment he returned to his palace, he ſent for 
his ſecretary, a man of parts; in whom he 
placed much confidence, and telling him what 
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numbers of Cripples he had met with, who 
all pretended to have been diſabled in the ſer- 


vice, aſked him m_ method he had beſt pur. 


ſue for their relief. My lord duke,” ſays the 
ſecretary, ſhaking his head, © the number of 
_ © thoſe who pretend they have been diſabled in 
© the ſervice, is far greater than you can poſ- 
* tibly imagine: they increaſe daily; and 
© are become a public nuiſance. It is impol- 
; ſible that one half of them can be real ob- 
6 jects.' If that be the caſe,* ſaid the vice- 
roy, I am reſolved that an exemplary puniſh- 
ment, ſhall deter others from impoſing on 
the public for the future. But we muſt act 
with caution ; leſt the innocent he involved 
in the puniſhment of the guilty : I have 
thought of an expedient for that purpoſe, 
and will put it in execution to-morrow.” 
The next day, the viceroy cauſed an edict 
to be publiſhed throughout the city; that 
having received orders from the king his maſ- 
ter, to recompence all ſuch ſoldiers as had 
been maimed. in his ſervice ; he gave publick 
notice, to all ſuch as were inclined to take the 
benefit of the order, to aſſemble the next day 
before noon, in the Larga del Caſtello, which 
is the moſt ſpacious ſquare in Naples, in order 
to receive ſuch, bounty, as the king had been 
pleaſed to aſſign them. The next morning 
ſuch prodigious multitudes aſſembled, that the 
viceroy was quite aſtoniſhed ; and found that 
his ſecretary had not exaggerated. 
Having placed himſelf in ſuch a fituation as 
to be heard by all the aſſembly. Gentle- 
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men,” ſaid he, addrefling himſelf to the mul- 
titude, * I have received orders from the 
king my maſter, to recompence thoſe brave 
ſoldiers who have been diſabled in his ſervice ; 
but the numbers appear ſo great, that the 
funds I have received on that account will 
prove greatly deficient. Now it is highly 
improbable, that in one city, there ſhould 
be ſuch a prodigious number of diſabled ſol- 
diers ; and the intention of his majeſty is, 
that none ſhould partake of this bounty, but 
thoſe who have been actually maimed in 
his ſervice ; not thoſe who by ſickneſs, or 
other accidents have been deprived of the uſe 


of their limhs. In order therefore, to diſtin- 


guiſh thoſe who are intituled to the bounty, 
from thoſe who are not, I have fixt upon an 


infallible method; which I am reſolved to 
put in practice forthwith. It appears very 


clear to me, that thoſe who have been 


wounded in henourable battle; though they 


may want for ſtrength, will be able to make 
up that deficiency by their courage : thus 
ſhall I diſtinguiſh them from thoſe daſtards, 
who having never dared to meet the enemy, 


* are as defective in courage, as in ftrength.” 
Having ordered two of his attendants to 
ſtretch a cord, waiſt high : nov, continued 
he, ©* thoſe who have courage, and generoſity 
enough to leap over this cord, I ſhall eſteem 
© as brave and valiant ſoldiers, who have diſ- 
© tinguiſhed themfelves in battle, and been 
© maimed fighting for their prince; but thoſe 
* poltroons, whoſe courage will not ſupply the 
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t defect of their ſtrength, I ſhall ſet aſide ag 
© daſtards, who have not been diſabled in the 
© ſervice; and puniſh them as their impoſture 
© deſerves.” | 

Thoſe who had been really maimed in the 
ſervice, were the firft to preſent themſelves ; 
and with hearts glowing with a gcnerous ar- 

dour, attempted to vault over the cord; but 
all their efforts proved vain: and I believe 
our readers will eaſily admit, that all the cou- 
rage, and heroiſm that can poſſibly inſpire the 
human breaſt, will not enable a man upon 
crutches to leap over a ſtool. Thoſe then 
were ſet aſide, with the opprobrious epithets of 
daſtards and impoſtors ; and the viceroy aſ- 
ſured them, they ſhould every man be ſent to 
the gallies. Thoſe who counterfeited lame- 
neſs, the better to carry on their trade of beg- 
ging, imagining that the viceroy was ſerious, 
leaped over the cord with all the eaſe, and 
"dexterity imaginable ; and, to the great aſto- 
niſhment of the ſpectators, appeared to be 
double the number of the former. | 

By this ſubtle experiment, the viceroy diſ- 
tinguiſhed the real objects from the impoſtors, 
whom he ordered to be chained to the oar ; 
and provided for the others, with a generoſity 
worthy of the great duke d'Oſſona. 


The LOVER'S REVENGE! 
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H that charming ſeaſon, when the infant 
flowers begin to enamel the verdant mea- 

dows, and the trees to diſplay their varie- 
gated bloſſoms; when the gue zephyrs, 
pregnant with the fragrance of the violet, dif- 
fuſe their aromatic odours through the groves, 
and the ſhrill notes of the lark, joined to. the 
deep murmuring of the rills, form a moſt me- 
lod ious concert; Don Pedro de Mendoza, in- 
vited by the ſerenity of the evening, took a 
turn to the prado. He ſought the moſt retired 
part, as beſt ſuiting the 3 — caſt of his 
thoughts ;. and attended his guittar to the fol- 
lowing complaint: 


AIX. 


Love how boundleſs is thy ſway ! 


Sweeteſt pleaſure ! ſharpeſt pain |! 
The heavens, the earth thy pow'r obey, 


And Gods have languiſb d in thy chain, 
TD | .. 
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| (a. 
He had ſcarce ended his ſonnet, when a lac- 
quey accoſting him, aſked if his name was 


Don Pedro de Mendoza ; and upon his reply- 
ing in the affirmative, ſlipt a billet into his 


hand, and retired ſo precipitately, that Don 


Pedro had no opportunity of aſkng him any 
queſtions. He opened the billet : but how 


agreeably was he ſurprized, when he beheld 


the hand writing of his beloved Laura, who 
malgrè the affiduity of his courtſhip, had con- 


tinued hitherto inflexible ; and repaid his vows 


with indifference. The contents of the billet 


were as follow :—** Fail not to meet me to 


© night, at nine preciſely, in the garden; 
* you will find the back-dvor open—adieu in 
« haſte, Laura.“ 
Don Pedro, tranſported with joy, imprinted 
a thouſand kiſſes on the dear billet and quit» 
ing the prado, attended with impatience the 
wiſhed for moment. You need not doubt of 
his punctuality to the aſſignation, he even an- 
ticipated the time near an hour; and the mo- 
ment the gate was opened, ran, or rather 
flew into the garden; and was conducted by 
a female attendant, into an alcove at the bot - 


tom of the walk, where the charming Laura 


was ſeated, beauteous as Venus herſelf. Don 
Pedro approached her, in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, and was going to throw himſelf at 
her feet; when he ſtarted from him, and 
with a look of rage, and diſappointment, ex- 
claimed: *© juſt heavens! am I betrayed *” 
Don Pedro would have ſpoke in juſtification of 
his conduct, but ſhe refuſed to hear him ; and 

inſtantly 


( 187 ) 

inſtantly quitting the alcove, left him in the 
ſtrangeſt quandary ever man was left in, He 
was too well acquainted with her hand, to be 
miſtaken in the billet; he could therefore 
form no probable conjectures, to reconcile the 
contents of the note, with the capriciouſneſs 
of her conduct. He had continued ſome- 
time, muſing on tke oddneſs of the adven- 
ture, when the ſound of voices, which ſeemed 
to be approaching, rouzed him from his thought- 
fulneſs; and he retreated, with as much pre- 
cipitation as he had entered. 

He returned home, and retired to his apart- 
ment; but the violence of his paſſion hin- 
dered him from taſting the ſweets of repoſe: 
for though ſo unworthy a treatment, might 
have cooled the affections of a leſs amorous 
lover, love had aſſumed too great an em- 


pire over his heart to be ſenſible of any de- 
creaſe, 2 


Soon after he aroſe the next morning, his 


father entered his chamber; and after com- 
mon ſalutations had paſt between them: * ſon,” 
ſaid he, I have news to impart, which I 
doubt will afflict you; but J am perſuaded 
bs your prudence and good ſenſe, will give you 
* ſtrength to triumph over a paſſion you have 
* conceived for an object ſo unworthy of your 
affection. Beauty and virtue ſeem to have 
* united their charms to render her lovely, 
but it is all deceit ; ſhe breaths the ſpirit of 
* libertiniſm, and her heart is as corrupt as her 
* perſon is beautiful, Don Pedro was quite 
thunder ſtruck at this harangue ; and looked 
not unlike the ſtatue of Surpriſe, * She is be- 

| come, 


af 
4 
1* 
+ 
* . 
1 3% 
* 5 
— 
33 
$ 
9 
4 
if 
3 
Aa 
34 
® 
F » 
2 
La, 
Ih 
*F 
bay 
#3 
v2 
* 
* * 
of 
44 6 
LY 
wo 
<A 
"43 
1 
4 
* * 
WE” 
47 
: * 
7 — 
89 
* 
9 
65 Y 
: 
* H. 
— 
4 
17 
— 
is. L 
Pt 
L 
AY 
a3 
#4 
_ 
72 


P = it ater ey rcke TP" eee eo oo — nog —— - 
1 GE — r , * 2 n 8 7 
> . : A A p : 8 


| 


POT an RES. — 
3 SPS SR. EF RS" 


n — 


8 3 — I 4 2 ; 2 Js 7 : 
y 2 © N + B T * PR - - 7 . 2 — 4 255 : 2 r 3 2 = "W454 FAIR: . N.. * *. a 2 2 * 
1 bo 12 CY 4 8 g — a SY” Coe þ 2 1 n #7. 22 * - * 5 * or 2 « « P " » 4 
3 5 Ni Setogee ts, > aa 8 7 r r QP; eee. en EPO Ce TI EEC A roo tt EE <ngt oa _— e 
1 : wn * 5 p : 3 5 rn = 
* ne — 128 1 ** Ao N . 9. 8 . pou * * is _ 1 Weng C > * wy. D* 7 1 2 & 3 7 »% 2 YR 1.5 
r 2 e > © let” = RS. I * n £ 42. 4%; wa >" Gre RR e F * 2x 2 ſp - W t ; 3 ＋ — 1 8% 4 ko. 
3 i , 4 5 * 4 " kT £4 „ fn.) - £ t wag 1 "Eres — 888 3 . : : cents > n a 2 
* 5 y * . n a2 rn — wor re o TT 8 Lai th A SE Pris e 8 4 Wa l ares Nee 9 2 — 
1 a r 4 wa" On INT” : IE * e 2 TOI RE” OX. Rk nn, So RY nf 3s 3 — TE Dn: 


2 
$ 
= os * 
x 


wa f 
F 
a n 5 
4 * * 

n 8 


2 * — * 


: S IS: 
' 5 2 CONST ADS I 3 OG M0 
a n 8 ; 37.8 46. " — "I 4 * 
x ee n N ; 7 
2 * * * OPT —— w : 5&5 — IS, 


22 r 3 
A.< + CN OE nr ** = 
N * 83 9 l 
8 2 ; 


2 — 9 


E d el Na 
. CR 1 
* i n 


a ia 


2 
3 


( 188 ) 


© come,“ continued the father, © the public 
© theme of ſcandal at Madrid; and no one he- 
© ſitates to brand her with the appellation of 
« proſtitute.” 

Don Pedro, unable to conceal the exceſs of 
his deſpair, ſunk down upon a ſopha that ſtood 
near him, and the tears ſtarted from his eyes, 
I am pleaſed with this ſorrow,” faid the fa- 
ther, * it ſhews the innate goodneſs of your 
mind: I myſelf have experienced how diffi- 
cult it is to extinguiſh a ſoft paſſion, when 
it has once taken root in the heart. This 
morning,” added he, her father and ſhe, 
unable to brook the taunts and reproaches of 
their acquaintance, ſet out for Grenada: 
time, and ſome object more worthy of your 
love, muſt effect your cure.“ So ſaying, he 
left him to revolve on what he had ſaid; 

but leve and grief had ſo overpowered the 
- faculties of the unfortunate Don Pedro, that 
it was ſome time ere he perceived he was alone, 
When he began to revive from his lethargy : 
Ah! ingrate,” ſaid he, is this then the re- 
ward of the moſt generous paſſion, that ever 
inſpired a lover's breaſt !—but tis impoſſible ; 
thou canſt not have been ſo perfidious ; this 
billet, this dear billet is a convincing proof 
of his falſity of the aſſertion, But then 
how am I to reconcile this with my recep- 
© tion in the garden? Alas ! there muſt have 
been ſome myſtery inthe affair, that I am not 
capable to unravel——oh ? had I but an op- 
portunity of coming to an explanation _ 
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her, ſhe would undoubtedly convince me how 
much I wrong her by my ſuſpicions, | 
Thus lover-like argued the amorous Don 
Pedro ; - eager to deceive himſelf with falſe 


ſuggeſtions. He was now fully convinced of 


the innocence of his miſtreſs ; and took a firm 
reſolution to fet out immediately, and follow 
her to Grenada, He left his father's houſe 
that very night, unknown to any one ; and, 
to avoid a difcovery which might impede him 
in his deſigns, began his Journey on foot, and 
in diſguife; and, as if love was an antidote 
againit hunger and thirſt, took no money 
with him, but the trifle he had in his pocket. 
In ſhort, he had reached the famous city of 
Grenada, before he bethought him of his im- 
prudence. ; . 

At his arrival, he made a fruitlefs enquiry 
for his fair one; none he aſked was able to 
give him tbe leaſt intelligence, as Laura, and 
her father had travelled incognito to avoid en- 
quiries, Our lover began now to find him- 
ſelf in as much danger of ſtarving in the midſt 
of a populous city, as if he had been in the 
middle of a deſart, being an utter ſtranger to 
every body, and not a maravode in his pocket, 
and found that, charity begins at home,” 
"_ as good a proverb at Grenada, as at Ma- 

rid, 

As he ſtood muſing at the corner of a ſtreet, 
on the critical ſituation of his affairs, a ſer- 
jeant happened to paſs that way, beating up 

for volunteers to ſerve againſt the Algerines. 
This rouzed our youth from his ſtudy ; who 
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( 190 ) 
reſolved, after ſome little deliberation, to inliſt 
fer the ſake of a ſubſiſtence, rather than ſtarve; 
till ſuch time as he could make his father ac- 
quainted with his ſituation. He inliſted him- 
ſelf accordingly ; and was billetted, as is cuſ- 


_ . tomary in that country, upon a burgher of the 
City, till the next day; when the recruits 
were to join their reſpective corps. It was 
now near ſupper time; and the amorous Don 


Pedro, had forgot to make any demand for 


bounty money, which the honeſt ſerjeant had 


taken care to appropriate to his own uſe, fo 
that he found himſelf under a neceſſity of truſt- 
ing to the generofity cf his landlord for a ſup- 
per. | | 


Having found out his deftined abode, he 
knocked at the door, which was opened by a 


' ſurly old fellow, who being informed of his 


errand, ſhewed him, with a very bad grace, 
into the garret ; where he found' a bed, not 
much inferiour to a dog-kennel. Don Pedro 
begged of his guide, in the moſt polite man-, 
ner, to give him a mouthful of ſomething to 
eat, which the other, in as boariſh a manner 
refuſed ; fo that he was obliged to betake him 
to his bed ſupperleſs. He found but little in- 
clination to fleep, for his bed was not altoge- 


ther ſo ſoft, as the downy couches he had 


abandoned, and he began to lament the foliy 


he had been guilty of, in quitting his father's 


houſe for ſuch a wild gooſe-chace. | 
In turning from ſide to ſide, he perceived 
the reflection of a candle againſt the wall; 


and raiſing himſelf in the bed to ſee from 


whence 
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whence it came, found that it proceeded from 
a light in the apartment under his, which 
ſhone through a crevice in the cieling ; and 
preſently after heard a voice, which he ima- 
gined not unlike that of his dear Laura. 
"his idea cauſed a ſigh to heave from the bot- 
tom of his heart; and upon a repetition of the 
ſame accents, he aroſe : but how great was his 
aſtoniſhment ! when, upon looking through 
the crevice, he beheld in a well furniſhed room 
underneath, the chaſte, the virtuous Laura, 
ſeated on the knees of a luſty young friar, 
In the height of his anger he pitied the un- 
happy fair one; and could not help feeling a 
ſenſible concern for her weakneſs : he liſtened 
a while to hear what topic they were upon ; 
and found himſelf to be the ſubject of their 
diſcourſe. The adventure of the garden was 
canvaſſed in a moſt ludicrous manner: the 
billet,” ſaid Laura, was intended for you; 
but, by the miſtake of the ſervant, was de- 
6 livered to your name-ſake, I ſhall never for- 
get the obſequious aris the poor fool put on, 
© when he approached me,'—here ſhe mi- 
micked the addreſs of Don Pedro, with fo 
much humour, that both ſhe and her lover, 
burſt into repeated peals of laughter. 

Don Pedro had now heard enough to con- 
cert his few remaining ſparks of love into rage 
and indignation ; and he would very willingly 
have taken a ſevere revenge, both on his falſe 
miſtreſs, and his rival, had ſuch an attempt 
been practicable. His cuciolity would not 
permit him to leave his peeping ; but he was 

| | reſolved 
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| reſolved to ſee, to what lengths they would 


carry the farce. Preſently the table was ſpread 
with a profuſion of delicate viands, on which 
Don Pedro, who was very hungry, fixt a 
greedy eye, The lovers 48 ſeated them- 
ſelves, and were going to fall to, when three 
or four loud raps at the door, put a ftop to 
their merriment, verifying the old proverb 
that, many a good bit is Joſt between the 
© the diſh.” The maid bolted into the room 
in a hurry, to apprize her miſtreſs of her fa- 


ther's arrival, who was at the bottom of 


the ſtairs, The friar, almoſt dead with the 


fright, begged of them, for God's ſake, to 
hide him in ſome cloſet or cupboard ; but 
alas! there was no ſuch conveniency in the 
apartment; and my young gentleman having 


no time for deliberation, thruſt himſelf under 


the bed. Laura, and her maid, had juſt time 
to lock the untouched diſhes into a ſmall beau- 
fet ; when her father entered the room. Lau- 


ra flew to embrace him: ah! my dear fa- 


© ther,” faid ſhe, how glad I am to ſee you 
we were moaping here by ourſelves, my 
maid and I ; little expected you would have 
returned ſo foon.” my dear,* replied he, 
having finiſhed my buſineſs ſooner than I 
expected, I travelled with as much expedi- 
tion as poſſible, to avoid lying on the road; 
for one meets with very indifferent accom- 
modations, at the inns in this part of the 
country: I was in ſuch haſte to get home, 
that I did not even allow myſelf time to get 
A bit of dinner; ſo you may gueſs, whether 

Oh * of 
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or no have brought home a good appetite.” 


Dear rue cries miſs in a well feighned os 
prize, . at could you think of finding a 

© home? we never eat any thing for 3 
in your abſence, but a roaſted apple, or ſo.” 
Alas!“ replied he, this happens very 
© crols, for I am extreamly hungry; and it 
vill be impoſſible to get any thing ſo late in 
the night.” 

Don Pedro, whoſe rage had by this time 
ſubſided, reſolved to ſpare his miſtreſs the mor- 
tification of a diſcovery. Having planned a 
ſcheme of revenge, more worthy of a lover ; 
he huddled on his cloaths as faſt as he could, 
and ſtepping down ſtairs, knocked at the door, 
which was opened by Don Antonio himſelf, 
(for ſo was her father called.) Don Pedro en- 
tered boldly, being urder no apprehenſion of 
a diſcovery, for he was ſo compleatly diſ- 
guiſed, that he might have impoſed, even on 
his own father; and addrefling himſelf to Don 
Antonio, whom he knew to be extreamly cre- 
dulous in point of witchcraft, magic, and 
apparitions :—* Sir,” ſaid he, © I am a young 
volunteer, quartered at this houſe, and have 
in my time been a great traveller ; by which 
means I have had an opportunity of collect- 
ing many valuable ſecrets, One in parti- 
cular, I obtained from a Bramin of moſt 
profound erudition, in the deſarts of Ara- 
© biaz which gives me an abſolute power over 
+ a certain number of infernal ſpirits, who are 
© obliged to execute my orders: nay, Sir, 
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continued he, ſeeing _—_ Antonio ſhake his 


head; 
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head; for in ſpight of his credulity, he could 
not rightly digeſt what Don Pedro had related, 
I intend to give you a ſample of my art, 
© left you ſhould doubt my veracity. I know, 
by virtue of my art, that you have not yet 
{upped : not for want of an appetite, but for 
want of a ſupper.' © A wonderful fellow 
truly P exclaimed Don Antonio, who began 
now to place an implicit faith in the ſoldier, 
Now, Sir, if you approve of my ſcheme, 
70 umed Don Pedro, I will engage to pro- 

«vide you a very elegant ſupper.” © That is 
not practicable to night, friend,” ſays Don 
Antonio, for all the ſhops in this city, 
© have been ſhut long ſince.” That matters 
nothing, Sir, replied Don Pedro, © my 
cooks are always at hand: for to tell you 
the truth, and I imagine I may ſpeak freely 
to you without any apprehenſion of the in- 
quiſition; I have certain Demons at my 
command, who will dreſs me a ſupper in a 
trice; in as elegant a manner as any tavern 
in Spain.“ 80 ſaying, he took the poker 
trom the fire-ſide, and drew a circle, mutter- 
ing all the while in an unintelligible jargon, 


Which no body could underſtand. After 


making ſome ſtrange contorſions, the better to 
humour the farce ; he pronounced in an audible 
voice: © riſe from your infernal manſions, 


© and prepare a feaſt for your maſter.” Then 


turning to Don Antonio, aſked him what he 


choſe for ſupper * who replied, quite aſto- , 


niſhed, that it was quite indifferent to bim. 
y Bring chen, reſumed Don Pedro © a. roaſted 
chicken, 
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chicken, a brace of partridges, and ſome or- 


© tolans z' theſe being the giſhes he beheld 
from his garret. Ah! for God's fake, 
« Sir,” cried Don Antonia, trembling like an 
aſpen leaf, countermand your orders, for my 
s Jaughter will be frightened to death ; and 
though I know my own courage to be in- 
vincible, yet, I muſt confeſs, I would much 
rather have their room than their company.” 
There is not the leaſt occaſion for their ap- 
* pearance, Sir,” replied Don Pedro ſmiling at 
his terrbr, * I will order the diſhes to be 
* arranged in yonder cupboard :—and now, 
« Bits * continued he, all is ready; my plea- 
« ſure has been punctually complied with : 


A 


. 
c 
s 


open the cupboard, and tell me whether my 


© orders h. been duly obſerved. The face 
of Donna Laura was overſpread with a crim- 
ſon bluſh, when ſhe found ſhe had been diſ- 
covered, but ſhe could not help praiſing within 
nerſelf, the wit, and ingenuity of the young 


| ſoldier ; and ſhe alſo indulged a ſecret hope,, 


that he would alſo have addreſs enough, to 


extricate her lover from his confinement, She | 


now reſumed her former chearfulneſs ; and 
opening the cupboard, feigned the utmoſt fur- 
prize to find the ſupper ſmoaking on the 
ſhelves; and as for Don Antonio, he re- 
mained * loſt in wonder, that it was ſome- 
time before he could find the uſe of his ſpeech. 
Don Pedro now, as founder of the feaſt, 
aſſuming the air and authority of a maſter, 
intreated his gueſt to be ſeated ; and his po- 
liteneſs, yielding to the excels of his hunger, 
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(96) 
he cut off a leg of the . and fell too 
ſans ceremonie; and aſſuring Don Antonio, 
that it was excellent, preſſed him to follow his 
example : but the idea of ſuch an infernal ſup- 
per, gave him ſuch a diſguſt, that hungry as 
he was, he declared he would rather go ſup— 
perleſs to bed, than eat victuals of the devil's 
cooking. Come, come, Sir, cries Don 
Pedro, taſte but a mouthful, if it be only to 


© faliify the proverb, which tells us that God 
© ſends meat, but the Devil ſends cooks; I 


< will engage you'll allow, when you have 
once talted, that his infernal majeſty keeps 
as good cooks as any in Spain.* In ſhort Don 
Pedro was ſo very importunate, that Don An- 
tonio could not in good manners, refuſe to. 
comply with his requeſt. He taſted : and 
i,aura, though with much difficulty, was pre- 
vailed upon to follow his example. They 
both confeſſed the meat was excellent; and 
now beginning to be a little more reconciled to 
their fare, they began to do the ſoldier juſtice, 


who on his fide regaled moſt deliciouſly. 


The table was at length uncovered, and 
the bottle had circulated pretty freely, when 
Don Pedro bethought him of the poor friar, 
who had had the mortification' to ſee his treat 
devoured hefore his eyes, without being able 
to partake; and thinking he had taken ample 
revenge, reſolved to deliver him from his un- 
eaſy ſituation. * Well, Sir,” ſaid he to Don 
Antonio, what do you think of your ſup- 


* per ?? Don Antonio thanked him in the po- 


liteſt 
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liteſt manner, and aſſured him it was excel- 


lent. Well, Sir, reſumed Don Pedro, I 
* intend to give you a further ſample of my 


the perſonage, to whom we are indebted for 
our ſupper.” Oh! deſiſt I conjure you, 
Sir,” ſaid Laura, trembling belts he ſhould 
reveal the myſtery to her father. Madam,” 
replied Don Pedro, who underſtood her mean» 
ing, * your terrors are groundleſs: I am too 
« diſcrete to diſoblige the ladies.“ Don An- 
tonio joined in requeit with his daughter, aſſur- 
ing him that ſuch an hideous fight would ter- 
rity her to death, * Leave the buſineſs to me; 
Sir,“ ſaid Don Pedro, I promiſe, you ſhall 
5 ſee nothing capable of terrifying you.“ 80 
ſaying, he aroſe from his chair; and cauſing 
the door to be opened, pronounced in an au- 
dihle voice; , Thou, to whom we are In- 
debted for this comfortable regale, who art 
here preſent, though in an inviſible manner, 
and both heateſt and ſeeſt us, quit this place 
in a Viſible manner : not in your natural 
form, which would be too terrifying to the 
young lady; as for the gentleman, he, I 
imagine, is not fo eatily intimidated, 
Well, Sir,“ continued he, addreſſing his 
ſpeech to Don Antonio, who ſtood behind 
him quaking with fear, in what form would 
© you have him depart 7” that I leave in- 
© tirely to you, Sir,” replied he, impatient to 
get rid of ſo troubleſpme a gueſt. * Be gone 
© then”, reſumed Don Pedro, under the form 
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© which approaches neareſt to your own nature; 


© that of a friar.— The poor patient under 
the bed, glad to find fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity of taking his leave, drew his hood 
over his face to prevent his being known, and 
traverſing the chamber as faſt as his legs 
would carry him, ſoon gained the ftrect, 
Don Antonio was quite petrified with fear; 
and the inimitable Laura, the better to hu- 
mour the farce, fell into a feigned ſwoon; and 
being with much difficulty brought to herſelf, 
deſired to be left to her repoſe, Don Antonio 
having again loaded his kind entertainer with 
thanks, retired to his chamber; and Don 
Pedro to his cockloit z hugging himſelf, to 
thick how admirably the adventure had turned 
out to his advantage. | 
His hunger being now aſſwaged, and all 
the delicacy of his paſſion extinCt,. he fell into 
a found ſleep, and waked not till the next 
morning, when he aroſe and waited on Don 
Antonio, who received him moſt graci- 
ouſly, and thanked him again for his 
good ſupper. Don Pedro ſtaid breakfaſt with 
the od gentleman, who inſiſted upon his 
promiſe to dine with him; and ſome affairs 
of conſequence demanding his preſence 
abroad, he deſired Laura to entertain him 
ull his return. As ſoon as Don Antonio's. 
back was turned, Don Pedro, who nad 
reaſon to think ceremonies would be ſuper- 
fluous, claſped her in his arms, and diſ- 


covering himſelf, related the hardſhips 3 
a 


(199) | 
had endured for her fake, and inſiſted 
upon ſharing her favours with the friar. 
The willing fair one, charmed with his 


wit and generoſity, granted his requeſt 


without reluctance; and Don Pedro thought 


himſelf abundantly overpaid, for all his paſt 


fatigues. 
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N days of yore, when every petty lord of 

a manor atlumed the authority of a fove- 

reign, and held his tenants and other cc- 

pen dants in the molt ſervile ſtate of ſubjection, 

lived a lord of a moſt cruel and revengeful 

\ temper, who ſeemed to take a pleaſure in kor- 

menting every one about him; even honeſt 

N\!umbletext, the parſon of the pariſh, could 
not eſcape the rage of his malice. 

Mumbletext it ſeems, was much addicted to 
the ſtudy of aſtrology; and, in order to render 
himſelf a man of importance among his pa— 
riſhioneis, pretended to prognoſticate the vari- 
aus changes of the weather. In general his 
predictions were falſe, but ſometimes by 
chance, happened to prove true; and Mum- 
text ſoon gained ſo great a reputation amongſt 
the ignorant vulgar, that it paſſed for current 
in the village, that the parſon was a magician, 
and dealt With old nick. This at length 
reached the cars of the lord, who glad of an 

g 5 | oppor- 
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opportunity to indulge his ill-nature, ſent for 
the parſon. 

Mumbletext, who had been but lately in- 
ducted to the living, had never yet had the 
honour of appearing before his lord ; he there- 
fore put on his belt gown and band upon the 
occaſion, and waited on him, not without 
ſome difhdence, for he was very well ac- 
quainted with his character. Well good- 
man Parſon,” faid the lord, I have been in- 
formed that you are a very great adept in the 
„black art, «gl that you pretend to pry into 
« futurity,” Pardon me, Sir,* replied the 
Parſon, * I do indeed take great delight, in 
the ſtudy of judicial aſtrology, and may 
chance to foretell ſometimes, by a minute 
* obſervation of the conjunction and influ- 


* ence of the planets, the various changes of 


the weather,” 
It ſignifies nothing talking,” ſaid the lord, 
reſolved to gratify his malice, it is in every 
© body's mouth that you are a magician; 
* therefore unleſs you expound four queſtions 
which I ſhall put to you, I will order you 
to be ſcourged through the village for an in- 


* 
% 
= 


bling, and half dead with the fright, would have 
oftered ſomething farther in his defence ; but the 
lord refuſed to hear him: * 'tis to no manner 
of purpoſe to argue the caſe,” ſaid he, I will 
admit of no medium ; you have your choice, 
to expound, or be whipped ; and mult re- 
ſolve upon one or the other immediately. 
The four queſtions,” continued he, © of 
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famous impoſtor.“ The poor parſon trem- 
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which I require the ſolution are as follow 
firſt, whereabouts is the exact middle of the 
world? ſecondly, how much I am worth? 
thirdly, what I think ? and fourthly what [ 
believe? 

In vain did poor Mumbletext proteſt, that he 
knew no more where the middle of the world 
was than theman in themoon ; and that it was 
in the power of God alone, to read into the ſe- 
crets of a man's heart. No, no' replied 
the lord, you impoſe on the ignorant by your 
* impoſtures, but do not imagine to treat me 
in the ſame manner: you muſt either give 
© me the ſatisfaction I demand, or confeſs that 
you are an errand cheat; and ſubmit to the 
chaſtiſement due to your demerits.“ The 
parſon, finding that all his arguments were of 
no effect, deſired, in order to gain time, that 


e cn 


R A 


he would be pleaſed to allow him till the next 


morning to conſult the planets; which was 
ranted. 

Poor Mumbletext trudged homewards with 
an heavy heart, and a ſorrowful countenance, 
revolving in his mind the puniſhment he was 
threatened with ; and imagined every now and 
then, he felt the cudgel at his back. 

The miller of the village, a very arch droll 
kind of fellow, happened to meet him, and 
perceiving him look ſo dejected and melan- 
choly, took the liberty of inquiring into the 
cauſe ; for the parſon and he were intimates ; 
and had often cracked a bottle of ale toge- 
ther. Mumbletext ſhrugging his ſhoulders, 
informed him in a plaintive voice, of the miſ- 

fortune 
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fortune that had befallen him, and of the diſ- 
grace he muſt inevitably ſuffer the next morn- 
ing; ſeeing it was impoſlible either for him, 
or any one elſe to reſolve the queſtions propoſed. 
© Phooh !—phooh ! mum,” ſaid the miller, 
© never make yourſelf uneaſy upon that ac- 
© count: lend me your caſſock and band, 
and [Il go in your ſtead with all my heart: 
© he never ſaw me in his life, and has ſeen 
© you but once, ſo that I ſhall eafily paſs 
* muſter ; and let me alone for giving him an 
© anſwer. Mumbletext, who knew the mil- 
ler to be a ſenſible clever fellow, thought he 
could not truſt his cauſe in better hands; he 
therefore very thankfully agreed to the propoſal ; 
and ſent him his regimentals as ſoon as he got 
home. 5 | 
The next morning, the miller dreſſed him- 
ſelf in his canonicals, and made as good an 
appearance as any parſon of them all ; for he 
had a full round paunch of his own, a face as 
ſleek, and as ruddy as an apple; and wit 
enough, although he could neither talk Latin 
nor chop Logic, to poſe any two parſons in 
the county. When he arrived at the manor- 
houſe, he deftred a ſervant to acquaint his 
lord, that the parſon of the pariſh had taken 
the liberty of waiting on him, in oider to ſa- 
tisfy him in regard to ſome queſtions he had 
propoſed the preceeding day. The lord, who 
had jult riſen, and was dreſſing hirfclf ; hear- 
ing the parſon was come, ordered him up ſtairs 
immediately. Well, friend,” faid he, © | fup- 
* poſe you are going to harp upon the old 
| « ſtring; 
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* firing z that it is votin your power to give me 
ion [ demand ; I am therefore re- 
* ſolved to mzke an example of yeu, for en- 
* dcavouring to impoſe upon mankind : here, 
g ſervant prepare the inſtruments of correc- 
tion.“ My Lord, anſwered the miller, 
IJ am ready at the peril of my life, to ex- 
pound the difficulties you propoſed.“ We 
* ſhall ſoon ſee that,” ſaid the lord, © and to 
* begin: tell me whereabouts the exaQ middle 
of the world is ''—* I am not only ready to 
„tell you where it is, Sir,” faid the miller, 
* but will alſo ſhew it to you if you think 
proper; and that in leſs than a quarter of an 
8 * hour, for it is ſituated not above two hundred 
* paces from your houſe.” Aye indeed, 
F the lord, © I ſhould be glad to ſee it.“ 
The miller immediately conducted him into a 
neighbouring plain; and having meaſured, 
- and remeaſured the ground, with a ſtick he 
had brought wich him for the purpoſe ; © there, 
Sir, ſaid he,' ſtriking his ſtick into the 
ground, is the exact middle of the earth.“ 
How do you prove your aſſertion to be true, 
ſaid the lord ? © Ah! Sir,” replied the miller, 
© cauſc it to be meaſured, and if I have erted, 
even in the breadth of an hair, I ſubmit 
© to forfeit my liſe.“ The lord, who had not 
conlidered the impoſſibilit of detecting tte 
ſuppoſed parſon in a falſehood, thought be 
might as well give up the argument, fince it 
was not in his power to prove the contrary. 
Well, friend,” reſumed he, J am content to 
5 depend upon your veracity; but to the ſc- 
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cond : „can you tell me what I am worth ?” 
why, Sir,” replied the miller, © our Savi- 
our, who, withour diſparagement, was 
worth ſomething more than you are, was ſold 
for thirty deniers ; if I value you at twenty 
nine, ſure you can have no reaſon to com- 
© plain? No truly,” replied the lord, who 
began to be pleaſed with the ſmartneſs of his 
repartee, © and if you can reſolve me as well 
* what think of, you ſhall have no reaſon to 
* repent it.“ In troth, Sir, ſays the miller, 
I dare venture an even wager, that you 
think more of your own profit than of mine: 
and ſo, I think I have anfwered your queſ- 
tion.“ A pleaſant ſellow indeed, quoth 
the lord ſmiling, but what anſwer will 
* you make to the fourth? can you tell me, 
* what I believe?“ © yes, Sir,“ replied the 
miller, © Is it not true, that you believe me to 
be the parſon of the pariſh ?* © undoubtedly,” 
anſwered the lord, and yet, continued he, 
I am only the miller of the village.“ Who- 

ever you be, quoth the lord, whom the mil- 
| ler's wit, had rendered better humoured than 
uſual, you are a very humerous, pleaſant fel- 
low; and your converſation has afforded me 
the higheſt entertainment. From this day, 
you ſhall always meet with an hearty welcome 
at the manor- houſe; and, for your ſake, I 
conſent to remit the parſon's puniſhment. | 
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The MiLLINER tricked : 
1 KE 


N Cheapfide lived a ſprightly ſpinſter; of 

no little eminence in the millenery way. 

Miſs Muſlin, for ſo the damſel was called, 
was as ſharp as her needle; and could handle 
a yard with as much dexterity, as any lady of 
the profeſſion : ſo remarkably induſtrious, and 
notable was ſhe, that ſhe attracted the atten- 
tion of ſquire Snappit, as he paſled and re- 
paſſed her door, who immediately game to a 
reſolution of paying her a viſit; and endea- 
1 to be a little better acquainted with 
er. 


Tt 
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It will not, we preſume be improper, be- 
fore we proceed any farther, to give our readers 
a ſhort inſight into the character of this gen- 
tleman. 

The ſquire was by profeſſion a chevalier 
d'induſtrie; in plain Engliſh, he was a man 
who lived by his wits. He was deſcended of 
an intriguing family :. his father, his mother, 
his ſiſter, his brother, all followed the ſame 
laudable vocation as he did; and had been all 
of them, in their time, great encouragers of our 
hempen manufactories. But no — of 


this right worthy line, ever attained to ſo large 


a ſhare of fame as the ſquire; genius and ro- 
guery united in him in the ſuperlative degree; 
in a word, he was a rogue of rogues. The 
implements of this gentleman's profeſſion, for 
from the prime miniſter to the grubber; none 
can do buſineſs without tools, conſiſted in a 
collection of rings, one whereof was ſet with 


real, and valuable diamonds; the others, 


which reſembled the true one as much as two 
peas reſemble each other, were ſet with ſtones 
of ſmall value which are found in Canada; 
and, being cut by an ingenious artiſt, bear ſo 
near a reſemblance to the real diamond both 
in water, and in luſtre, that it is difficult for 
any, but a very judicious lapidary, to know 
the one from the other. 
Having dreſſed himſelf in a ſuit of blue and 
gold, a ſuit which had always the honour of 
ſharing in adventures of this nature ; he ſtept 
into a chariot, which he had hired for the 2 
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and ordered the coachman to drive to mils 
Muſlins'. 

The milliner, ſeeing a coach ſtop at her 
door, and judging of the importance of the 
perſonage within, by the richneſs of his 
dreſs, and the ſparkling of the real diamond, 
as his hand lay careleſsly lolling on the coach 
window, ran to the glaſs, and adjuſted het 
pinner and handkerchief with all poſſible diſ- 
patch: then, with a graceful courteſy, received 


her cuſtomer; and deſired to know what he 


would pleaſe to have? © madam,” ſays he, 
© I have been recommended, by ſeveral ladies 
© of taſte and faſhion, to your ſhop. They 
* aſſured me that you had great choice of the 
© beſt goods; and are withal a very fair dea- 
ler; I am come therefore, to buy ſome tri- 
« fles I have occaſion for in your way.“ Sir, 
I ſhall be proud to receive your commands.” 
replies the milliner, and I will be bound to ſay, 
* that no ſhop in London can produce better, 
* or more faſhionable goods than mine are; 
© and I will anſwer for it, that very few ſell ſo 
cheap as I do. I am like the quakers, al- 
© ways at a word. Now here's a pretty pat- 
© tern, Sir, what do you think of this for a 
© ruffle? lord Jemmy Foppiſh bought three 
© pair of them yeſterday ; and, as I am a fin- 
ner, he gave me four guineas a pair for them, 
but you ſhal]! have them for three; only J 
© muſt beg the favour of you not to mention 
what they colt you; for I declare it you 
© have them at prime coſt, they ſtand me in 
that money out of my own pocket.” 
Snappit 


3» 

Snappit however, with very little diffi- 
culey, prevailed upon her to take two guineas 
a pair for the rufles, He then deſired to ſee 
ſome of the richeſt point lace in her ſhop; which 
was immediately produced. Miſtreſs Muſ- 
lin,“ ſaid he, I ſhall rely intirely upon your 
© judgment in this affair: you muſt know, I 
© have juſt laid out five hundred pounds in 
« jewels; which, with the lace I intend to 
* puichaſle of you, and ſome other knick 
* knacks of the, like nature, I ſhall make a 


* preſent of to my lady, I call her my lady, 


for we are to be married to- morrow. You'll 
put up what lace I pitch upon, into a ſepe- 
© rate paper; and direct it for Miſs Plumb, at 
© aiderman Plumb's, in —' bleſs me ! Sir,” 
ciiecs the milliner interrupting him, are 
you the gentleman that is to be married to 
* mils Plumb ? I aſk pardon for the liberty 1 
take.“ Snappit anſwered in the affirmative 
and aſſured her there was no offence, * I 
hope the alderman is well, Sir,“ continues 
Muſlin. * He is, madam,' replied Snappit. 
* I preſume you are acquainted with him, 
O yes, dir,” replied the milliner, for the 
* alderman and I are firſt couſins ; I'll aſſure 
you.“ All this Snappit very well knew be- 
fore; and had aſſumed the character of the 
alderman's ſon- in- law, meerly with a view of 
ingratiating himſelſ with the milliner, and 
paſſing for a man of ſome. importance, the 
better to ſucceed in the ſcheme he had con- 
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Muſlin now inſiſted upon his walking into 
the parlour; for as ſhe knew that the alder- 
man was very infirm, and built large expecta- 
tions upon his will; ſhe would not, on any 
account, have been wanting in reſpect to his 
relations. The ſquire with great complaiſance 
complied with her requeſt; and having con- 
trated for laces to the value of fifty pounds, 
informed her, to her no little diſappointment ; 
that having no ready money at preſent, ſhe 
muſt give him a few days credit, Muſlin, 
Who, as we before remarked, was a ſharp no- 
table woman ; did not much reliſh the part- 
ing with her goods without ready money, even 
to a relation, She hum'd, and haw'd : 
money was very ſcarce, —times very hard.— 
Snappit underſtood her meaning : © madam.” 
ſays he, you may depend upon the money, in 
three or four days at fartheſt, for I expect 
freſh remittances from my ſteward every 
day: in the mean time, that you may be 
indemnified, at all events; I will leave this 
diamond ring with you as a pledge.“ La, 
ir, replies Muſlin, © I did not ſpeak in re- 
gard to that: but, however, to be ſure, if 
fo be that you chuſe to leave the ring it will 
be as well, becauſe, as you was ſaying juſt 
now, let what will happen I ſhall be on the 
ſure fide of the hedge ; though I cannot ſay J 
underſtand much of diamonds, not I; but 
if you pleaſe I will ſhew it to a neighbour of 
mine, a jeweller; who lives but three doors 
off, This the ſquire very readily agreed 
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* to; and ſhe poſted away with the ring to 


© the jeweller. 


Snappit did net remain idle during the ab- 
ſence of the milliner; he rummaged her band- 


boxes, and conveyed ſeveral pieces of rich lace 


into his pockets ; after which he again reſumed 


his ſeat in the parlour, and waited her return 


with great compoſure, 

Muſlin came back in high ſpirits : © Sir, 
ſays ſhe, I have ſhewn your ring to the 
« jeweller, who ſays he will give fifty pounds 
for it himſelf : not that I doubted in the 
© leaſt the goodneſs of the ring, but then, Sir, 


© you know one would be glad to know the 
value, in caſe any accident ſhould happen to 
it.“ Snappit aſſured her it coſt him eighty 
guineas: and taking it out of her hand, in 


order, as he pretended, to make her remark 
the ſingular beauty of one of the ſparks, con- 
veyed it into his pocket, and returned her the 
falſe one in its ſtead z which ſhe locked up 
with great care in her ſcrutore : and the ſquire, 
having depoſited his purchaſe in the ſeat of his 


chariot, took his leave of the milliner; high- 


ly pleaſed to think how well he had ſuc- 
ceeded, | | 

Poor Muſlin waited, in daily expecta- 
tion of the money being fent; but a month 


_ paſling on, without her hearing any news of the 


ſquire, ſhe found her ſelf under a neceflity 
of applying to the jeweller for the loan of 
twenty or thirty pounds on the ring; in 
order to make up a ſum, The jeweler 
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having ſtrictly examined it, declared that be 
would not lend ſix-pence on it, for that the 
{tone was not worth two-pence, and the cha- 
ſing was nothing but braſs, gilded over. 
Words are weak to expreſs the ſurprize of 
the milliner. Lord, Sir,” cries ſhe, ſure 
* you yourſelf told me that you would give 
* fifty pounds for it l' for the ring you 
brought me before, madam,” replies the 
jeweller, „and I am ſtill ready to per- 
; form my promiſe ; but this is a meer baw- 
6 Die, „ 

The miiliner began now to ſuſpect the 
truih, that ſhe had been impoſed upon: and, 
upon her applying to alderman Plumb for a 
further eclairiſtement, was, to her very great 
mortification, confirmed in her ſuſpicions. 
She would now willingly have compounded 
for the loſs of the goods ſhe had ſold him, 
for ſhe very reaſonably imagined that the 
ſquire had kept his hands employed, while 
ſne was gone with the ring to the jeweller: 
ihe therefore examined her boxes as ſoon as 
mne got home, and found, upon a moderate 
computation, that ſhe was one hundred and 
twenty pounds out of pocket, She raved, 
ſhe ſtamped, and behaved like a frantic ; till 
time, the univerſal moderator of affliction, 
put a period to her ſorrow, She reſolved 
however, to keep the old proverb in her mind 
for the-futuce, which anſwers us that © ap- 
5 pearances are deceitful ;* and requeſts of us 
to make her ſtory public, as a warning to tra- 


ders in general. k | 
A Glimpſe 


 AGlimpſe of the GOLDEN AGE; 


A A 


T HE following ſtory may be depended on 


as a fact: and as we are well aſſured it 
never yet made its appearance in print, 
will not, we preſume, prove unworthy our 
readers peruſal ; as it preſents a lively picture 


of that honeſty and liberality of heart, which, 


the poets aſſure us, were the characteriſticks 
of the Golden Age : virtues rarely to be 
found in our degenerate days; eſpecially 
amongſt the trading part of mankind, with 
whom, cheat as cheat can, ſeems to be the 
eſtabliſhed maxim. 3 

About the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and thirty four, an Engliſh gentleman, who 
had a pretty conſiderable eſtate in the environs 
of Dublin, found himſelf under an immedi- 


ate neceſſity of croſſing the channel, in order 


to the adjuſting of his affairs. When he had 
ſettled matters to his wiſh, he thought, that as 
it was then the ſpring of the year, and the 
weather proved favourable, he might as well 


take 
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take a view of the country before he returned 
to England. 

In the courſe of his travels, he happened 
one day about dinner time, to put up at a lit- 
tle hedge inn, that lay ſomewhat out of the 
common road, Now, though we ſhall upon 
every other occaſion be very ready to gratify 
our readers curiofity, we muſt humbly beg his 
pardon if we omit to inform him, in what 


particular province the following true adven- 


ture happened; whether the heroe of our 
ſtory was born on this, or the other fide of th: 
Shannon; as we would willingly pay a com- 
pliment to ſuch Hibernian gentlemen as ſhall 
condeſcend to peruſe our tales; by leaving 
them at liberty, upon a repitition of the ſtory, 
to adopt our heroe for their countryman, or 
even for their townſman, if they ſhall think 
fit. The gentleman, having alighted, com- 
mitted his horſe to the care of a Teague, who 
performed, with equal glory, the double func- 
tion of landlord, and of hoſtler; and aſked 
what he could have for dinner? * faith and 
* troth, honey, e'va what yourſelf plea- 
< ſes,” replied Teague. Why then ſuppoſe 
© you roaſt me a bit of veal,” quoth the gen- 
man. Arrah faith, and we have no ſuch a 


< thing in the houſe now, except it be part of 


© a Join, That will do extreamly well. 
* Arrah now, dear honey, and by Chreeſt 
now, Paddy MPI.ochlin was after eating it 
for his breakfaſt this morning ; but be nam- 
ing any thing elſe that you were having a 
mind for, and you ſhall have it” Well 


0 then, 


* 
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© then, æ bit of mutton. Upon my ſhoul 
now, ſays League, there is not a morſel of 
© mutton to be had within five miles of us; 
but be naming any thing elſe, and you ſhall 
* have it.” In ſhort, the gentleman, who was 
not a man of a very choleric diſpoſition, had 
the patience, with the greateſt compoſure; to 
go through a catalogue of other viands; and 
Teague, with as great ſolemnity of counte- 
nance, continued to reply as before. At 
length the gentleman chanced to name a 


chicken, which, in reality, was the only meat 


to he found in Teague's larder; and it was 


lucky he did, or he might have remained din- 


nerleſs from that day to this, had he ſtayed 
there ſo long. 


Well, Sirs, the chicken was brought up in 
due time, plump, and well dreſſed; and the 
gentleman, whoſe appetite was pretty keen, 
did honour to the cook. Having ſat ſome- 
time after dinner, to ſmoak a pipe and ſo forth, 
he called for his reckoning. * Arrah, my 
dear, quoth Teague, there is ſixpence to pay, 


if you an't thinking of it too much.“ Too 


* much P quoth the gentleman, in amaze, 
who expected the reckoning would amount 
to five times that ſum, pray let me ſce the 
« particulars ?* © nay, meaſter,* cries Teague, 
imagining the gentleman thought his demand 
exorbitant, if you are thinking ſixpence too 
much, ev'n give me five -pence ; or what 
© you pleaſe, * I am far from thinking your 
demand unreaſonable, friend, ſaid the gen- 
* tleman, * I only aſk for the particulars, be- 
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c cauſe I have reaſon to think that you have 
£ wronged yourſelf, by omitting to charge for 
* ſomething,” No faith ha'ntT,” replied Teague, 
© there is threepence half-penny for wine, two- 
© pence your hoſe, and an halfpenny for bread.” 
I thought you had wronged yourſelf, man, 
or ies the gentleman, why you have omitted 
© to charge for the chicken?” © Arrah now, 
© and why would you be mentioning the 
chicken,“ quoth Teague, upon my ſhoul 


© now, and you are heartily welcome ; and if 


© you can eat another, much good may do 
you.“ But I do inſiſt upon paying for it,” 
reſumed the gentleman. The de'el a far- 
„thing will I take,” replied Teague. Well 
© then,” continued the gentleman, * ſince you 
will not fix a price upon your chicken, I 
© will: there are eighteen-pence for it.“ Eigh- 
teen - pence for a chicken,” cries Teague! the 
Lord forbid I ſhoujd take eighteen-pence for 
a chicken ' © then ſet a price upon it your- 
© ſelf man,” quoth the gentleman, * Why 
faith, and troth now,” ſays Teague, * how 
can I be ſetting a price upon a thing that 
« coſts me nothing at all? how can that 
© be,” ſaid the gentleman ?* . * why, my dear, 
replies Teague, ſure I have hens in my yard 
that bring me eggs, and thole eggs bring me 
chickens.” © Aye, but there is the expence 
of keeping.“ © Faith now, hony, and that is 
nothing at all ; 'they live on what they pick 
from the dungbill; and when I carry oats 
to a gentleman's horſe, I throw an handful 
among them, fo that you ſee they do not 
| | | « {tand 
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« ſtand me in a farthing a piece.“ Well 


© then,” . ſaid the gentleman ſmiling, * ſince 
© that is the caſe, we will reckon but fix-pence 
for it; ſo there is a ſhilling for the whole: 
but in deſpight of his endeavours, Teague re- 
mained inflexible ; and could not be prevailed 
on to take more than the ſix-pence he had firſt 
charged. = 
When the gentleman had mounted, and 
was ready to depart ; he put his hand ip his 
pocket, and threw the ſ1x-pence for the chicken, 
which Teague took up with an intention of re- 
ſtoring; but the gentleman clapped ſpurs to 
his horſe, till he got out of his reach, then 
calling out: adieu my honeſt hoſt,” ſaid he, 
« I ever entertained a prejudice againſt thoſe 
of your country, which you have now re- 
moved; and J afſugg you, I ſhall ever eſteem 
an Iriſhman for your ſake.” Hleſſings on 


you now; for that, quoth Teague, may 


* God and Saint Patrick go along with you, 
and ſend you ſafe into your own country: 
* but, upon my ſhoul,* continued he, the 
tears ſtanding in his eyes, I would rather 
not take the ſix-pence for the chicken.” 

“OO ye innholders—ye vintners—ye publi- 
& licans—ye tradeſmen in general of the city 
cc 


a right worthy example placed before your 
eyes |—an example, worthy of your imita- 
tion—is it not ?—aye—and will ye follow 
it then ?—no—what ! aye and no, both in 
«© a breath? can it be ſaid that the ſame 
thing, is at once both good-and evil ?— 
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undoubtedly good Mr, Writer or Scribler, 
you have hit the right nail on the head; 
the example you preach up to us, is at once 
both good and evil. That it is good in 
itſelf, we allow : that it is good with re- 
gard to our pockets we deny. Charity be- 
gins at home, Sir, there is an old proverb, 
and a true one for you, and he who lives 
up to that, needs not care a button for the 


Golden Age; though to tell you the truth, 


Sir, we can find no records of any age, 
that can plead a better right to that title 
than the preſent. Do you ſee this purſe !— 
chink—chink—what ſay you now, Sir ? 
—one word in your ear before we part :— 
when rogues fall out, ſay they, honeft men 
come by their own: let us therefore agree 
to wink at each otherFknavery, ſince it is 
our mutual intereſt ſo to do. We will con- 
tinue to froth our cans, ſtint our meaſure, 
chalk up two for one, and make our cuſ- 
tomers pay through the noſe; and do you 
go on and proſper, in the art of frothing 
your page, ſwelling your volume, debiting 
duiineſs for wit, and making your readers 
pay two ſhillings for what is not worth 
one.“ 


The King of SPAIN, and the 


SOLDIER: 
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T is well known, that the Spaniſh ſoldiers 

have penſions aſſigned them for theit lives, 
and very often for the lives of their chil- 
dren alſo, when they have rendered any impor- 
tant ſervice to their country; or behaved ſo 
well in battle, as to deſerve a nn 
from their general. 

In the reign of king Philip the ſecond, a 
Spaniſh veteran, upon his return from F landers, 
where he had ſerved many campaigns, and 
brought with him ſufficient teſtimonials of his 
good conduct, to pretend to ſome reward for 
his ſervice; being overcome with heat and 
thirſt, tied his horſe to a tree, and fat down ta 
reſt himſelf beſide a chryſtal ſtream, that wa- 
ters the beautiful palace of Pardes, built by 
Charles the fifth, diſtant about two miles from 


KL 2 | Madrid. 
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Madrid. The place where he ſat, formed 


Part of one of the fineſt warrens in Caſtile, 


It was unincloſed ; and parted by the highway, 
which ran through it; and the king, who 
took great delight in the ſport, happened to be 
upon the ſpot at that time, ſhooting of rab- 
bits. The monarch, who poſſeſſed much af- 
fability, approached the ſoldier: * whence 
come you, my good friend,” ſaid he? 1 
come from Flanders, Sir,“ replied the ſoldier, 
little dreaming that he ſpoke to his ſove- 
reign. * And where are you going to, con- 
tinued the king? '* to Madrid, Sir,” replied 
the ſoldier. *. And what is your buſineſs 
« there,' faid the king? to wait upon his 
« majeſty, dir,” replied the ſoldier, © and be- 
< ſeech him to give me ſome recompence, for 
© the important ſervices I have rendered him 
in Flanders.“ © And pray, what ſervices 
did you render him there, ſaid the king ?— 
< what ſervices } Sir, replied the foldier, 
* why: had it not been for me, ſuch a place, 
naming it, would not have been taken: I 
* ſcaled the walls, and entering the breach 
s {word in hand, hewed out a — * for my 
comrades; and I bring good atteſtations 
< with me, under the hand of the general, to 
< prove the veracity of what I advance.“ Can 
you let me ſee them, reſumed the king! 
< moſt willingly, Sir,“ replied the ſoldier, 
* ſince they cannot but conduce to my glory. 
© All this is very good, ſaid the king to him. 
when he had read them, © but I was 2 
4 


* 
* * * A * a = Lad 


E | 
© the other day, when a ſoldier preſented 2 
« fimilar petition to the king; and, although 
6 his pretenſions were at leaſt as well founded 
as yours, yet the king returned him his peti- 
tion, told him that he come at a very unſea- 
© ſonable time, for that he had. no money to 
* ſpare, ſo defired him to go about his buſi- 
© neſs; and he will undoubredly, make you 


+ the like compliment.“ WIll he,“ faid che 


ſoldier | * by Saint Jago, he dares not.“ He 
© dares not,” ſaid the king, * why who can 
hinder him?“ I would,” replied the ſoldier, 
for were he to treat me in the manner you 
mentioned, I know what I would fay to 
him,” © Aye," ſays the king, and pray 
now, what would you ſay to him!“ «I would 
bid him go mount my mule, and fight his 
own battles for the future,” ſaid the ſoldier. 


ſaid the monarch, and I am apt to believe, 
you would not have the aſſurance to ſpeak to 


him in that manner.“ * I would, I proteſt 


replied the ſoldier. * Remember what you ſay, 
„friend,“ ſays Philip, I ſhall be very near the 
* king's perſon when you ſpeak to him; and 
« if you forget, I ſhall take care to remind you 
of your promiſe,” 

The foldier ſwore he would not be wort- 
than his word ; and having taken leave of 
the king, proceeded to Madrid; where he 
got a proper petition drawn up, and in two 
or three days afterwards, when the king re- 
turned to the capital, went to the palace, 


; ant 


Saying, and doing are two things, friend,“ 
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and demanded an audience, which he ob- 
tained without any difficulty, as the king 
had given frift orders not to refuſe him 


admittance ; but you may gueſs at his aſto- 


niſhment, when he beheld in the perſon of 
the king, the gentleman whom he had con- 
verſed with in the warren, However, he 
ſoon recovered from his ſurprize ; and, with 
the greateſt preſence of mind, preſented his 
petition, and ſupplicated his majeſty to grant 
him ſome recompence, for the ſervices he 
had rendered him in Flanders. And pray, 
* what are thoſe ſervices, on which . you 
* ſeem to found ſuch ſanguine hopes?“ ſaid 
tne king : — the ſoldier immediately pro- 
My good . f 
lag the king, all this is —_ good :. 

* you are come at a very unſeaſonable "aj ; 


I I have no mouey to ſpare, ſo you may 


* &en go about your” buſineſs,”  * Ah ! Sir, 
continued the ſoldier, I beſeech your ma- 
jeſty to commilerate my caſe: I am very 
poor; and have a wife, and three ſmall 
children who muſt periſh for want, un- 
6 leſs you deign to conſider our unhappy ſitu— 
on., Aye dt; the: King, 
Ro wanted to come to the point, * ſup- 

«+ poltng I abſolutely refuſe to give you any 
* reward, what will you ſay to me then!“ 
* — you are reſolved then not to do any 
thing for me, Sir,” ſaid the ſoldier. * I 
am, replied the king. Why then by 
+ daint Jago, Sir,” cominued the ſoldier, 
what 
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what is ſaid, is ſaid ; you have only to 
put your boots on, my mule ſtands at the 
ate. 

Philip, pleafed with he ſold 1 
behaviour, ſettled an handſome peiniio on ty, 
and his family. 
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The fanciful GENTLEMAN and 
the DocTor: 


A LACONIL(C 


3 the ancient and flouriſhing city ef Lon- 
don, lived a faneiful old gentleman z who 
was ſo extreamly apprehenſive of dying, 


that he uſed, every day of his life, to ſend for 


the phyſician, in order to be Informed of the 
ſlate of his health, and whether or no he la- 
boured not under ſome diſerder, which might 
in time ſend him to fleep with his forefathers, 
In ſhort, he had indulged himſelf fo far in this 
ridiculous humour, that when @ friend hap» 
pened to call on him, and aſked him how he did, 
he would always anſwer : upon my word, 
Sir, I cannot tell you at preſent, for the doc- 
© tor has not been here yet; but if you will 
do me the favour to call in the afternoon, I 
© may poſſibly be able to inform you.” 
Having waked one morning, ſooner than 
uſual, it made him very uneaſy ; and he ac- 
tually apprehended, that his laſt hour was 
drawing near. Upon this ſuſpicion, he ſen 
| | immedi- 


C225 ) 
immediately for his Ir Oh Lord 


6 doctor,” ſaid he, © I am a dead man, with- 
© out your aſſiſtance.“ Pray, Sir,“ quoth 
the doctor, © whereabouts does your com 
© plaint lie ?'—* alas ! I know not what ails 
© me, Sir,” replied he, but I. fear I am 
© much worſe than what I appear to be.“ The- 
phyſician of courſe felt his pulſe, took a ſur- 
vey of his phiz, examined his tongue, and fo 
forth; but finding no exteriour ſymptoms of 
any diſorder, he interrogated him, with great 
gravity, whether he went freely? if he had 
a pretty good appetite to his food ? and if he: 
flept ſoundly of nights? to all which queſ- 
tions receiving an anſwer in the affirmative, 
he aſked him, whether or no he was ſenſible 
of any. pain; no, Sir,” replied the gentle- 
- man, « {mam thank God, free from pain, 
but, nevertheleſs, I fear I am very lick.” 
© Well then, Sir, reſumed the doctor, I 
vill wait on you again, about an hour hence, 
© and give you ſomething to Auen the in- 
© commodities you complain of.“ What in- 
* commodities,” replies the ſick man? I com- 
plain of no incommodities.“ * Pardon me, 
Sir,” ſays the doctor, © vou ſay that you go» 
well, that you have a good appetite, and 
that you flecp ſoundly ; ſuppoſe you Would 
have a ſtop put to thoſe i inconveniencies !“ 
by no means, Sir,” replies the gentleman, 
you miſinterpret my meaning.“ Why then 
* did you ſend Yor me?” ſays the phyſician, 
if you are in good health, you can certainly 
© have no occaſion for ” advice,” Alas, 
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Sir,” teplicd he, I fent for you, thinking 
that I was ſick; and what induced me to 
think ſo was, "that upon feeling my pulſe 
this morning, when I awoke, I found it 
went ſo very, very flow.“ Ah! dear Sir, 
ſays the doctor, confoundedly nettled at being 
lent for upon ſo ridiculous an errand, © never 
wonder at its going flow ; for how the devil 
* ſhould it go otherwiſe, ſince it is borne by 
an aſs, | 

This a phyſician ! will ſome of our readers 
ſay, —impoſſible ! —he had certainly never ta- 
ken his degrees, or he would have learned 
more ſenſe than to leave a patient fo abruptly, 
without fluxing him out of a few guineas : 
your true doctor, like your true leach, never 
falls off till he can ſuck no more. 'We do 
agree with our readers, that the doctor was a 
rara avis in terra, a rare kind q; a doctor in- 


* deed ; for he was an honeft, and a conſcien- 


tious man. Whether or no he had ever taken 
up his diploma, is more than we are capable 
of determining: though ſuppoſing he had, it 
s a quere whether the faculty will ever be 
prevailed upon to acknowledge him for a bro- 
mer. 


Tie 


The GLYSTER: 


A Parisian NOVE L. 


HERE lived at Paris two gentlemen, 
belonging to the retinue of a prince of 
the blood royal, who were very intimate 
together ; one of whom, whoſe name was 
La Roche, was a very humourous pleaſant 
companion, and a ſhrewd lover of a joak ; 
infomuch, that he would rather run the ha- 
zard of alienating the affectſons of a boſom 
friend, than loſe a jeſt or brilliant repartee : 
the name of the other was Le Comte, who 
was alſo, a very agreeable pretty gentleman. 
They both lived in the fame houſe, in ready 
furniſhed lodgings; Le Comte occupied the 
firſt floor, and his friend the ſecond. La 
Roche, on account of ſome incommodity, had 


been adviſed to make uſe of a Glyſter, once 


or twice a week; and the apothecary' s jour- 
neyman who brought it, miſtaking one door 
for the other, frequently knocked at Le Comte's 
chamber, inſtead of La Roche's, This being 
4 5 e oſten 
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oſten repeated, made Le Comte fo angry, 
that he divulged the ſecret in publick com- 
pany ; and made ſome fatyrical reflexions on 
the beaſtlineſs of his friend, who delighted in 


having his poſteriors groped, by a parcel of 


dirty journeymen apothecaries. x 

La Roche, who knew better how to give, 
than how to take a joak, was very much net- 
tled as his friend's raillery ; and knowing what 


an extream abhorrence he had to a Glyſter, 


for he had often heard him declare that he 
would much ratber die than have recourſe to 
ſo filthy a remedy ; reſolved to gratify his re- 
venge, in making him take one by force. 

In order to bring his ſcheme to bear, he 
paid a viſit to his apothecary, who lived in the 
ftreet Sainte Honore, and told him that a 
friend of his, for whom he had the greateſt 
regard, was at times, ſeized with ſuch violent 
fits of lunacy, that he had been given over by 


'the faculty, who were unanimouſly of opinion, 


that he had not. three months longer to live; 
but that a celebrated empiric had undertaken 
his cure, provided he could be prevailed upon 
to take a Glyſter, without which all his medi- 
cines would prove ineffectual; to whieh his 
averſion was ſo great, that, although his re- 
lations had uſed their utmoſt endeavours to 
perſuade him, he ſtill remained obſtinate, de- 
claring he would rather die, than undergo 
that innocent operation. His relations, 
continued J. a Roche, knowing me to be one 
© of his moſt intimate friends, begged df me to 
leave no methods uneſſayed, to bring him to 

| - -* region 3 
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reaſon; and I accordingly made uſe of all the 
rhetoric I was maſter of, to engage him to 


take it; but in vain. I have juſt been con- 
ſulting with the empiric, for it is really a 
pity ſo worthy a young gentleman ſhould die 
in the prime of life, meerly through his own 
obſtinacy and perverſneſs : he 12 that if 
the Glyſter does but enter into the body, 
although he ſhould render it immediately, 
yet it will ſuffice to prepare the bowels to 
receive his drugs, and we conciuded that a 
Glyſter he muſt take, either willingly, or by 
compulſion. I have communicated our de- 
ſign to his relations, which they approved 
of; and deſired me to find out an apothe- 
cary, who would undertake to adminifter 
one. Here are ten crowns,” continued Re 
(counting them out on the table) which I 
have orders to give you for your fee: you 
© will beſides, lay an eternal obligation upon 
© his telations; who are pepple of faſhion, 
© and have it in their power to be of ſervice 
© to you in your profeſſion, on many other 
© occaſions. He might have omitted this 
latter part of his diſcourfe, for the apothecary 
was too much taken up, in contemplating the 
beauty of the crowns, to afford any attention 
to what he ſaid : certain it is, there needed no 
other rhetoric than that he firſt made uſe of ; 
and the ſhining ſpecie pleaded ſo eloquently in 
his favour, that the apothecary would not 
have heſitated to Gliſterify all the madmen in 
Paris, upon the like conditions. Having taken 
down the name, and place of abode of his 

patient, 
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patient, he promiſed punctually to perform the 
operation next morning; and to come well 
provided with aſſiſtants, in caſe he ſnould prove 
refractory. | 

The apothecary having prepared his Glyſter, 
took half a dozen Rout fellows with him, in 
Caſe of neceſſity, whom he left at the foot of 
the ſtairs, with orders to come up at a certain 
ſignal ; and going up alone, knocked at the 
door. Le Comte, who was not yet ftir- 
ing, called out: who is there?“ a friend, 
anſwered the apothecary, Upon which he 
aroſe, unlocked the door, and went to bed 
again. The apothecary entered the apart- 
ment with great ſolemnity, and depoſited his 
fyringe upon the table. Le Comte aſked him 
what he wanted? © I am an apothecary, Sir, 
ſaid he, and have brought your Glyſter.“ 
1 Devil take you for a blockhead,” cried La 
11 . Comte, ©* why do you trouble me thus conti- 
24 © nually ? I have told you, twenty times be- 
11 fore, to go a ſtory higher, and yet you can 
11 d never remember it.“ Pardon me, Sir,” re- 
11 ſumed the apothecary, * I believe I am very 
right:“ and taking the Glyſter from under 
his cloak, pours it into the ſyringe. * Why, 
© you ſtupid raſcal,* exclaimed Le Comte in a 
rage, I tell you once again 'tis overhead.” 
| Pardon me, Sir,” replies the apothecary, I 
11 © know very well what an averſion you have 
1 to a Glyſter; and am ſurprized you would 
1 rather chuſe to loſe your life, than have re- 
14 courſe to ſo ſpecific and gentle a remedy. 
1 © Indeed, if like moſt of my profeſſion, I 
| made, 


A M & _A@ 


made up my Glyſters 'of bad compounds, 
ou would have good reaſon to loath them; 
but I, Sir, am a man of honour and pro- 
bity, I ſcorn to poiſon mankind through 
mercenary views; and can fit down con- 
tented with ten-pence profit in the ſhilling, 
while my unconſcionable brethren grumble 
© at eleven-pence halfpenny : and I defy any 
© perſon to ſay, I ever uſed any other than 
© the beſt, aye the very beſt of ingredients, in 
© the compoſition of a Glyfter ; nor is there 
any thing in this, but what I would ſafel 
give to a breeding woman, or a child at the 
H | 1 
Poor Le Comte, was out of all patience at 
this tedious narrative, and curſing the apothe- 
cary for a ſcoundrel and a raſcal, threatened 
to throw him out of the window, if he did 
not get about his buſineſs immediately, The 
apothecary, imagining he was relapſed into a 
fit of the lunacy, and being apprehenſive that 
he would put his menaces into execution, gave 
the appointed fignal to thoſe below, who in- 
ſtantly ruſhed into his aſſiſtance. | 
The apothecary having got his myrmidons 
about him, drew near the bedſide, armed with 
his ſyringe : * Sir,” ſaid he, your ſtruggling 
© will avail nothing; 'tis for your own good, 
© and take it you muſt' Le Comte, finding 
matters draw ſo near a criſis, made a vigorous 
effort to riſe, which the apothecary perceiving, 
ordered his myrmidons to ſeize him; which 
orders were ſo punctually performed, that he 
found himſelf unable to move either hand 
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or foot. Well it was for them he hap. 
dened to be in bed, or they would not have 
gained ſo cheap a victory. He defended him- 
ſelf however, with tooth and nail, as long as 
he was able ; but being at length overpowered 
by numbers, for two to one are odds at foot- 


ball, he was obliged to ſubmit. He curſed— 


ſwore—menaced, but all to no purpoſe : for 
now, having ſettled him in a convenient poſ- 
ture, the apothecary, with admirable dexte- 
rity, adminiſtered the Glyſter, even to the laſt 
drop. The operation over, he covered his 
patient up in his bed again, and bidding one 
of his attendants open the door, devil take the 
hindmoſt was the word; down ſtairs they 
ſcampered ready to break their necks ; and had 
turned the corner of the ſtreet, before poor Le 
Comte could open his window to obſerve 
which way they went, for as to following. 
them, that was quite out of the queſtion in 


his preſent condition, | 


He began now to conſider with himſelf, 
wha could have been the author of this farce ; 
which he made no ſcruple of placing to the 
account of his friend above ftairs. Having 
dreſſed himſelf, and changed his linnen, which 
was pretty handſomely bedawbed, he went up 
to La Roche's chamber, in a violent paſſion ; 
and his rage was ſo great, that it was ſome 
time beſore his words could find an utterance. 
La Roche, who gueſſed what errand he was 


upon, feigned himſelf afleep when he came into- 


the room; then ſtretching out his arms, and 
yawning, bid him good morraw, and aſked 
him, 


_ (233) 
him how he came to riſe ſo much earlier than? 
uſual? Le Comte related what had happened 
to him, as well as his choler would permit, 
and ſwore that the author, let him be who he 
would, was a ſcoundrel, and deſerved to be 
kicked. La Roche ſeemed quite aſtoniſhed, 
proteſted his innocence of the fact, and aſſured 
him he would give him all the aſſiſtance in his 
power, to trace out the inſolent perpetrator of 
{o baſe a deed, and puniſh him as he deſerved : 
in ſhort, he aRted his part ſo well, that Le 
Comte, imagining he muſt have been miſtaken 
in his furmiſes, begged his friend's pardon for 
his unjuſt ſuſpicions, and took his leave. 

La Roche, who had with muzh difficulty 
refrained from laughter while Le Comte was 
preſent, now gave @ looſe to his mirth; and 
having dreſſed himſelf, waited, according to 
cuſiom, upon their mutual patron the prince ; 
and thinking his joak would remain incom- 
pieat, unleſs it were rendered public, he com- 

municated the adventure to the courtiers; and 
Le Comte, in his turn, became the jeſt of the 
Whole court, 

Le Comte, whoſe doubts in regard to the 
author of his diſgrace were now ſufficiently 
cleared up, reſolved to challenge La Roche, 
For this purpoſe he called on a gentleman of 
his acquaintance, who was in the ſervice of 
marſhal d'Ancre, for it was in his time that 
this adventure happened, which is ſtrictly true, 
and not fictitious ; and informing him of the 
affront he had received, and that he ſhould in- 
ſiſt upon ſuch ſatisfaction as a man of ho- 

nour 
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tour had a right to demand, begged he 
would do him the favour, . to be the bearer of 
his challange to La Roche, and his ſecond in 
the field. His friend, who was a man in 
years, and had in his time, given undoubted 
proofs of his courage on many occaſians, be- 
held things in a far different light from what 
they appeared to Le Comte, who was hurried . 
on by an heat and impetuoſity natural to youth, 
and endeavoured to wean him from this 
thought. Such a conduct,“ ſaid he, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Le Comte, will only ſerve to 
render you more ridiculous, by difcovering 
to thouſands, an adventure which otherwiſe, 
in all probability they will ever remain ig— 
norant of: beſides, what glory can you poſ- 
fibly think to acquire from a duel upon fo 
ſhameful an occaſion ?' * what !! replied Le 
omte, * ſhall 1 then tamely put up ſo glaring 
an affront, without doing myſelf juſtice ; 
and be hooted by the boys, as I paſs the 
ſtreets, for a rank poltroon ?“ © you miſinter- 
pret my meaning,” continued his friend, I 
am far from adviſing you to forego your juſt 
revenge: but then let the revenge be pro- 
portionate to the injury, If a man gives 
me a blow, or. makes a reflection injurious 
to my honour, I ſend him a challenge; but 
a joak ſhould be revenged by a joak. Your 
ſword ſhould be ever kept ſacred for the de- 
fence of your perſon, or of your fame; for 

the fame rule of honour, which prohibits 
you from meaſuring ſwords with a man un- 
worthy of wearing one, prohibits you from 
| 9 * contami- 
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* contaminating it in a trivial, or ridiculous 
„ quarrel, Leave your cauſe in my hands; 
* and if I do not obtain you an ample, and 
* honourable ſatisfaftion, let me bear the 
+ blame.” Le Comte, who knew his friend 


to be well ſkilled in the laws, aud punctilios 


of honour, acquieſced in his advice. 
We have taken notice, in the foregoing 


part of this ſtory, that Lotaire, (for ſo his 


friend was called) was an attendant on the 
marſhal d'Ancre ; who, as we all know, was 
ſo powerful at that time, that he would fre- 


quently, without any form or proceſs, ſend 


any one to the baſtile, who had dared to ſpeak 
diſreſpeAfully of him, Lotaire, for whom 
the marſhal always teſtified a particular eſ- 
teem, was all in all with the jailor, with 
whom he'had been ſeveral times to communi- 
cate his maſter's orders; and the great influ- 
ence he had over the marſhal, made him al- 
molt as much reſpected in Paris, as the mar- 
ſhal himſelf: he reſolved therefore to make 
uſe of his authority, to revenge, in a Judi- 
crous manner, the affront his friend had re- 
ceived from La Roche. With this intent he 
ſent for the king's meſſengers, and told them 
it was his maſter's pleaſure, that they ſhould 
immediately arreſt La Roche, whom he de- 


ſcribed to them, and deliver his body to the 


keeper of the Baſtile : he then called upon 
the keeper of the priſon, and gave him notice 
that one La Roche would be brought priſoner 
there by the marſhal's orders, who recomy, 


mended 
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Mended it to him to keep him in ſafe cuſ- 
ody; as he muſt be reſponſible for him. 


La Roche, who was intirely innocent of the 


plot laid againſt him, became an eaſy prize to 
the meſſengers. He afked them the cauſe of 
his arreft f they told him they knew nothing 
of the matter, but that he would probably be 
informed when ſentence was paſſed upon him; 
and inſtantly hurried him away to priſon : for 
in thoſe countries, where deſpotiſm bears. the 
ſway, there is no queſtioning the legality of 
a meſſenget's warrant, —- Hs could ln no 
better information from the jailor, who de- 
clared he was ignorant of his crime, but ac- 
knowledged he had received an order for his 
commitment; and conducting him to the 
apartment he had prepared for him, left him 


to ruminate at leiſure, on his critical ſituation, 


And now being left to himſelf, his conduct 
underwent a ſtrict ſcrutiny z; but he could re- 
collect nothing he had either ſaid, or done to 
merit fo rigorous a treatment, 


He had remained in priſon about an hour, 
when Lotaire, who was intimately acquainted 


with him, paid him a viſit ; and approaching 
with a well feigned air of ſorrow and aſtoniſh- 


ment; alas my dear friend,“ ſaid he, what 
can be the meaning of this ?—I was this 


N 


moment informed of your being in confine- 
ment, and laying aſide all other buſineſs, 
came hither to learn the cauſe of your im- 
priſonment, and to offer you my ſervice on 
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© friend,” replied La Roche, in a ſorrowful 


tone, 
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tone, I declare, upon my honour, I am 


intirely ignorant of the cauſe of my arreſt,” 


© If it is for debt, ſaid Lotaire, I have mo- 
© ney : all I have is at your ſervice; and if 


«that ſhould not prove ſufficient, I have pow- 


© erful friends, who will make up the defici- 
© ency.. * No—no, my dear friend, it cannot 
© be on that account,” replied La Roche, I 
owe no creature living a farthing except my 
© landlord, and had I occaſion for all he has 
in the world, I am certain it would be at 
© my diſpoſal.” * You have perhaps fought a 
« duel ?—* no'—* nay,* continued Lotaire, 
* fomething muſt have been laid to your 
charge: examine a little into your paſt con- 
duct. I know you are very apt to be too 
© free in your diſcourſe ; and that you would 
* as ſoon facrifice your life as a Bon Mot: 
© have you not ſpoken diſreſpectfully of the 
© marſhal d' Ancre? you kaow very well that 
© in this age, our very thoughts become cri- 
* minal ; and the leaſt word againſt the mar- 
« ſhal is puniſhable with death.” 

At this laſt word (death) La Roche was 
ſeized with a fit of trembling : the vermillion 
forſook his cheeks; and a deadly pale over- 
ſpread his countenance. * Ah Morbleu Þ ſaid 
he, after a moment's reflection, turning up his 


eyes, and ſtamping with his foot, is that 


© then the crime that is laid to my charge? 

* that I am unable to determine,” replied Lo- 

taire, I only happened to mention it, ima- 

© gining you might have been imprudent in 

that particular; and if that ſhould prove = 
*-C 
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(wp) 
caſe, I heartily pity you: for you know, as 
well as I, the inexorable diſpoſition of 
the marſhal, who never yet pardoned the 
man that dared to offend him. Adieu! — 
1 can be more ſerviceable to you elſewhere. 
I will endeavour to learn the cauſe of your 
impriſonment, and return to inform you : 
in the mean time, think of any thing elſe I 
can be of ſervice to you in, and reſt aſſured 
you may command me.* So ſaying, he de- 
parted : and left poor La Roche in a very pen- 
five mood ; for he made no doubt but that he 
had been arreſted by order of the marſhal. 
d*Ancre, and that nothing leſs than his life was 
at ſtake, ** 

Lotaire, who was determined to go through 
with the joak, went to a doctor in Sorbonne, 


whoſe province it was to attend condemned 


criminals, and prepare them for death; and 
informed him, with tears in his eyes, that an 
unfortunate gentleman, a friend of his, had, 
by the marſhal's order, been condemned to be 
beheaded, without any form of proceſs ; and 
was to be executed that very evening, but 
remained as yet ignorant of his ſentence ; and 
that, as the news would undoubtedly give him 
a terrible ſhock, he thought a gentleman of his 
function would be the propereſt meſſenger: in- 
treated him therefore, to take upon him that 
office: and endeavour, by adminiſtering a little 
ſpiritual comfort, to reconcile him by degrees 
to ſubmit to his fate. This was all Arabic to 
the good prieſt, who replied not a word; but 
hung down his head, and ſeemed to be in a 

| brown 
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brown ſtudy, till the chinking of two crown 
pieces, a fort of melody, which, according to 
the witty Hudibras, renders all doctrines plain, 
and clear; rouzed the doctor from his lethar- 
gy; and made him, without any further ex- 


planation, comprehend every tittle of what 


had been ſaid. He now took down the name, 
and place of confinement of his penitent, and 
with a thouſand ſervile bows and cringes, pro- 
miſed to attend him, in Jeſs than half an 
hour, 3 
Lotaire returned immediately to the Baſtile; 
and with a countenance expreſſive of the bad 
tidings he was about to impart:— Ah! my 
dear friend,” ſaid he, what I apprehend is 
but too true, it is at the marſhal's ſuit you 
are confined ; and to ſpeak with the freedom 
of a friend, I am extreamly apprehenſive of 
the conſequence.” Alas Þ cried La Roche, 
what crime can he poſſibly lay to my charge? 
that no one could inform me of,” replied 
Lotaire, * but tis ſufficient that you have diſ- 
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* pleaſed a man, whoſe very nod, as you very 
well know, can take off half the heads in 


© Paris, Had you ſlain twenty people, I 
ſhould ſtill retain hopes of obtaining your 
pardon ; but in an affair of this nature, no 
one dares offer a word. in your favour ; eſ- 
peciallly I, who am his ſervant.” Oh 
heaven's l' exclaimed La Roche in an agony, 
and muſt I then loſe my life? Here the 
preſence of the good prieſt interrupted the 
converſation; who having heard the laſt 
words of La Roche, replied, And why 
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© not,” my good friend, © conſider our bleſ- 
© ſed Lord, who was far more innocent than 
© you, gave up his life upon the croſs. We 
are all mortal: what does it therefore im- 
port when we die, provided we die well pre- 

* pared, and truly penitent for our ſins.” The 
arrival of the prieſt, damped La Roche's ſmall 
remains of hope. Lotaire perceiving this, 
aroſe from his ſeat ; my dear friend, ſaid he, 
< I pray to God to ſupport you, in this day of 


© tribulation : I will leave you a while to the 
care of this good gentleman, and ſee if there 


c is any poſſibility of ſerving you. 
The good father, finding himſelf alone with 


his penitent, began a moſt moving, and pa- 


thetic diſcourſe. © My dear ſon, ſaid he, 
graſping his hand, you muſt endeavour to 
s detach yourſelf from all worldly affairs, and 


prepare for death: you are condemned; 


£ and have not above three hours longer to 
live.“ At this ſad tale, the ſoul of poor La 
Roche was harrowed up with horrour and af- 
fright. The ſurprize and aſtoniſhment this 
terrible ſentence gave him; took away for 
ſome time the uſe of his ſpeech : but when he 
came a little to himſelf, he tamped—he ſwore 
—he raved—any ordinary ſpectator would 
have pronounced him a madman ; but the 
good prieſt, who was no novice in affairs of 
this kind, and had met with many fimilar 
caſes, in the courſe of his practice, was not 
much ſurprized at this frantic behaviour: he 
endeavoured to reſtore him to his former ſere- 
nity by dint of argument, and anſwered him 
. that 


770 


4 1 
that this life was nothing, compared to an 
happy eternity. Our readers will excuſe the 
omitting of the reſt of his ſermon: preaching 
is not our trade; we ſhould therefore, in all 


probability acquit ourfelves very little to their 


ſatisfaction. Let it ſuffice then, that having 
at length, by his perſuaſive eloquence, calmed 
a little the tumults of his breaſt, he took his 
leave, that his penitent might be at liberty to 


prepare himſelf for confeſſion ; and promiſed 


to return again in an hour. | 

Lotaire, who had been during this confe- 
rence in a contiguous chamber, from whence 
he had heard all that paſt; did not think his 
vengeance completed yet: he reſolved how- 
ever, to free La Roche from his apprehenſions 
before night, by putting an end to the farce. 
The good father had no ſooner departed, than 


Lotaire made his appearance again. Alas! 


my dear friend,” ſaid he; ] have juſt been 
* informed—ah II cannot—cannot ſpeak the 
* cruel word—you are — condemned, cried 
La Roche, I know it but too well. What 
© remains now, but to take an eternal fare- 


© wel, Here a moſt tender ſcene enſued, 


which we chuſe to paſs over in ſilence ; leſt of 
a comic, we make a tragi-comie tale ; a ſpe- 


cies of performance we have ever teſtified an 


extream averſion to. The melting ſcene was 
ſcarce over, when Lotaire cried out in raptures 


of joy: © I have hit on't; egad I have hit on't! 


* indulgent heaven has ſurely inſpired me with 
the thought, for the preſervation of my 
friend.“ * Ah! ceaſe to feed me with vain 

| > 8 © hopes,” 
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hopes, cries La Roche, pricking up his cars 
at the welcome ſound, I know too well, my 
* death is inevitable.“ My dear friend, re- 
ſumed Lotaire, do not give way to deſpair : 
« pluck up a little courage, and reſolve to fol- 
s low my advice, and | will inſure you of ſuc- 
© ceſs. You are a ſtate priſoner, continued 
he, © few people are acquainted with your 
£.condemnation ; even the jailor himſelt re- 
© mains ignorant of it: now what do you 
think my ſcheme is ?*—* I know not,” replied 
La Roche trembling—* you know,” continued 
Lotaire ; that when a priſoner of ſtate is once 
© lodged in the Baſtile, he may think himſelf 
© very well off, if he is quit for a twelve- 
© months impriſonment ; now do you inform 
< the jailor, that imagining your confinement 


will prove pretty tedious, you intend to lay 


< in a ſtock of coals for the winter: or you 
© may leave that buſineſs to me, I will take 


care to acquaint” him with it” * And what 


benefit can J propole to reap from that ?* eries 
La Roche. I will engage,“ ſaid Lotaire, to 
prevail with a coal-heaver, for thirty or for- 
* ty piltoles, to bring a ſack of coals to your 
chamber, and change cloaths with you: in 
© this diſguiſe you may eaſily make your ef- 
* cape ;. for the jailor ; miſtaking you for the 
* coal-heaver, will make no difficulty in let- 
ting you paſs.” La Roche's countenance be- 
gan now to clear up a little, for he conceived 
great hopes from this ſcheme of his friend's ; 


and even imagined himſeif already at large: 


he conjured Lotaire to put his defign in prac- 
- tice 
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tice without delay; and, rather than fail, to 
offer the coal-heaver all he was worth in the 
world. | 

Lotaire applied immediately to the coal- 
merchant with whom he dealt, and telling him 
the ſtory, was ſoon ſupplied with a man for 
his purpoſe, and returning with him to the pri- 
ſon, let the jailor allo into the ſecret; told him 
his intention was only to frighten La Roche, 
and defired he would aſſiſt him in his deſign; 
and ſuffer him to paſs unmoleſted in the coal- 
heaver's dreſs. The jailor, who always paid a 
juſt defference to his commands, and who had 
confined La Roche by his order, made no dif- 
ficulty in granting his requeſt. Lotaire having 
taken the coal-heaver to La Roche's aparta ent, 
who expected them with the utmoſt impa- 
tience, made them exchange cloaths with all 
poſſible diſpatch; and ſmearing La Roche's 
face over with ſoot, rendered him a perfect 
counterpart of the coal- man. Having thrown 
the empty ſack acrofs his ſhoulders, he began 
his enterpriſe ; and paſſed through the firſt and 
ſecond door without moleſtatinn: but when he 


arrived at the third, the jailor, the better to 


humour the farce, cried cut: * ſure this can» 
© not be one of my priſoners?' This queſ- 
tion had the deſired effect. Poor La Roche 
gave himſelf over for loſt, and was fo terrified, 
that he had no power to move a ſtep further, till 
Lotaire who was near him, anſwered ; © no, no, 

< it is only the coal-heaver, Who brought the 
© coals juſt now: upon which the jailor bid 
him pals, | . 
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When he found himſelf at liberty, he ran 


with all ſpeed towards the palace of the prince 
his patron, in order to take ſhelter there ; 
imagining every moment he heard the archers 
at his heels. As he paſſed the Pont Neuf, 


ſome gentlemen of Lotaire's acquaintance, 


whom he had poſted there on purpoſe, cried 
out aloud as he had paſſed them: morblue 
© there goes a coal-heaver, the very picture of 
© friend La Roche.“ This cauſed him to re- 
double his ſpeed, till he arrived at the palace, 
quite out of breath ; where he found the 
prince, with others of his retinue to whom 
Lotaire had diſcloſed the affair, ſtanding in 
the court yard in expectation of his . 
and throwing himſelf at his feet: good, your 
highneſs, ſaid he in a piteous tone, deigns to 


„ ſave my life.“ The prince feigned not to 


know him, and would have retired; but La 


Roche held him faſt, crying: for God's ſake, 


your Highneſs, ſave my life; I am La Roche.” 

The prince ſeemed greatly aſtoniſhed to be- 
hold him in ſuch plight, and aſked him the 
reaſon of ſo odd a metamorphoſis ? La Roche 
proceeded to give him a detail of the whole 


affair with all the ſimplicity imaginable ; till 


the prince and his attendants, unable any 
longer to reſtrain their riſible muſcles, burſt 
out into loud peals of laughter, which gave 
him ſufficient information, that he had been 


made the jeſt of the company. 


'The fright however had operated on him fo 
ſtrongly, that it threw him into a fever, which 
very near colt him his life, When he reco- 
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vered, his rage againſt the authors of his diſgrace 
was inexpreflible ; and he would immediately 
have challenged both Le Comte and Lotaire, 
had not his friends interpoſed, who convinced 
him he had not the leaſt ground for complaint; 
as he had been the firſt aggreſſor, and had only 
received a rowland for his oliver. Time, and 
the mutual good offices of their reſpective 
friends, at length cemented the breach, and 
they became as great cronies as before; and 
our readers, . we believe, will allow that Le 
Comte had reaſon to be ſatisfied with his re- 
venge. | 
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wW O young gentiemcn, agreed to ſpend 
an evening together at the bouſe of an ac 
quaintancè, who for ſome time paſt had 
given himſeif up intirely to gaming; at which 
he had hitherto had pretty good ſuccels, 
though he had not as yet ſo vilaniſed him- 
ſelf, as to make uſe of cogged dice, like the 
generality of gamblers. 
When ſupper was over, he produced his 
dice, and propoſed a game to his companions, 
by way of amuſement; to which they con- 
ſented, The gameſter depending on his uſual 
good luck, made ſure that he ſhould ſweep the 
board : bat fortune, that fickle dame, ever 
inconitant, ever wavering in her favours ; after 
a long ſeries of uninterrupted ſucceſs, at length 
declared againſt him. At every caſt he loſt, 
he iwore, and blaſphemed moſt impiouſiy. 
His companions, who entertained a due vene- 
ration for morality and religion, were ſeized 
- | with 
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with a juſt horrour at the direneſs of his im- 
precations, and rebuked him pretty ſeverely 
for his wickedneſs ; but this had no other ef- 
fect than to augment his execrations, Having 
loſt even to the laſt farthing, he threw down 
the dice in a rage, and ſwore they might play 
by themſelves ; that for his part, he would go 
immediately to bed. His companions wiſhed 
him a good night, and one of them, who had 
a ready planned out a ſcheme to reclaim him, 
adviſed him very ſeriouſly to aſk pardon of 
God for the offence he had committed, in o 
prophanely ſwearing and taking his name in 
vain z for which he could not but expect the 
moit rigorous puniſhment. 

Having got into bed, which was the ſame 
chamber where they played, he could not help 
ſwearing a prayer or two at the recollection of 
his bad luck ; and dropped aſleep with an oath 
in his mouth. When the mufic of his noſtrils 
informed the company, that he was falt as a 
rock,\ he who had planned his reformation, 
made his companion acquainted with his 
ſcheme, who gave it the approbation it de- 
ſerved ; and they reſolved to put it into imme- 
diate execution. | 

They extinguiſhed both fire and candle : 
then feigned a diſpute, concerning a Certain 
caſt, and were ſo vociterous in their conteſt, 
that they ſoon awaked the gameſter, who 
ſtarting up, and finding all involved in dark- 
nels, alked them how the d | they could 1 
ſee to play without a light ?—“ Phoo, phoo l' I 
cried they, * you are nat half awake yet 
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© man; why you cannot ſee ſure ?* they thon 
made believe to begin their game again, and 
the gameſter, on whom the liquor he drank 
had a pretty good effect, dropped inſenſibly 
aſleep again. The players preſently after, 
feigned another diſpute ; and one of them 
having waked him, deſired he would be um- 
pire in their difference. Why how the d—1! 
* ſhould I be able to decide,” ſaid he, rubbing 
his eyes, © I cannot ſee in the dark ; where is 
* the candle ?—* why here in my hand, 
anſwered one of his companions, come, 
come, rub your eyes again; you are not 
© thoroughly awake yet I perceive. * D—n 
me if I can ſee a wink, ſaid he.“ They 
ſeemed to be very much ſurprized at this; 
and aſked him whether he jeſted or not ? No, 
by G—d don't I,” replied he, *'tis matter of 
fact.“ Approach the candle nearer,” ſaid 
one of them, well, do you not ſee plain 
enough now?” T no, the dl fetch me if I 
do,“ replied he: * ſurely then,” continued 
they, God almighty, in the juſtice of his 
* wrath, has puniſhed your blaſphemy by de- 
* priving you of ſight.“ The poor fellow, 
believing what they ſaid to be true, began to 
' conceive a real contrition for his fault; ac- 
knowledged the juſtneſs of his puniſhment, 
and implored the mercy of heaven, with all 
the ſigns of a ſincere repentance. * Alas !' 
ſaid his companions, . holding the candle near 
him, * what a terrible misfortune is this ? 
© and yet his eyes look as fine, and as clear 
s as ever.“ Having giving him all the conſo- 

. lation 
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lation they were able, without marring their 


deſign, they wiſhed him good night; and ex- 


horting him to aſk pardon of God for the of- 
fence he had committed, promiſed to pay him 
a viſit in the morning. 

The poor fellow, heartily contrite for his 
ſins, ſpent beſt part of the night in fighs and 
lamentations, and made a ſincere reſolution to 
reform his conduct; and eſpecially his pro- 
phane habit of ſwearing, Fatigued at length 
with bewailing his misfortune, ſleep ſhed again 
her peaceful peppies o'er his head, and he ſlept 
till morning; when, to his no ſmall pleaſure 
and aſtoniſhment, he found himſelf reſtored ta 
his fight. He eaſily imagined, and his com- 
panions did their utmoſt to confirm him in tte 
ptous fraud, that he had obtained this miracle 
from heaven, through the ſincerity and fer- 
vency of his prayers; and their innocent de- 
vice was productive of this happy effect, that 
it reclaimed him intirely from the habit be had 
got of ſwearing, and cauſed him to reform his 
life in every ether particular. 


RE Conxv 


S p 4 » — not —— I" 6— — * ** — aaa ACRE Mc: 
— 4 ö * N ä n . 1 5 R = > — ++ o 2 - D — —— Hr > — x 207 = 90 . — 
2 BET fa 8 +3 _— N n * —— . L — — 7 — - — R 
1 Dr , „ ROI 1 une r — ol woe. oc eye — 44 00 oh = — — 5 3 Fs 1 Fo - 
FER ͤ Uꝛ . f ] PPP % Ü.... p AT I I ERIN . ̃ Ya on 1 . : 


TEES py 9 © mers pp e 
2 ²˙¹·mA A EGS I 


. 


CoRNU CorNuUTUs, and his 
W I F'E: 


ST a4 6 


ONE but tbe brave, 
None but the brave, 


None but the brave deſerve the fair. 


So ſung Dan. Dryden ; and he might with 
equal . have added: 


Daſtards and fools, 
Daflards and fools, 


Daſtards and fools obtain the fair. 


Cornu Cornutus, a man in the mercantile way 
of life, was very a citizen as citizen could be ; 
that is, his mind was equally divided 'twixt 
buſineſs and pudding: no wonder then if he was 
of a dull fleghmatic diſpoſition, fitter for a cart- 
horſe than a ſtallion. A pretty wife he had: 
efacks! I would much rather careſs her than 


deſcribe - 
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deſcribe her; for, in truth; ſhe foils all deſ- 
cription ;—ſparkling eyes—glowing cheeks— 
ruby lips—delicate ſhape—graceful attitude. 
But a word to the wiſe :—let our reader's fan- 
cy paint the reſt, leſt, Pygmalion like, we be- 
come enamoured of an image of our own 
creating. What pity ſo delicate a creature 
ſhould be linked to ſuch an oaf of a huſband ! 
Cornutus, 'tis true, wasa good natured inoffen- 
five kind of fellow enough, and was ſparing of 
no expence upon his wife; pudding ſhe might 
have, and pudding upon pudding, but not the 
ſort of pudding the wanted, Madam would 
very willingly have had recourſe to her neigh- 
bours Jarder, to get a bit of what ſhe liked ; 
but alas! her huſband was either ſo fond, or 
ſo jealous, that he would never ſuffer her out 
of his ſight ; he was a conſtant companion in 
all parties of pleaſure, which were not very 
frequent as he was a meer drudge to buſineſs 
and when at home he always alotted her 4 
corner of his compting-houſe to work, or to 
read in; juſt as ſhe found herſelf diſpoſed. 
It is a point which hath been long ſince de- 
cided by your ancient priloſophers, that na- 
ture, bounteous dame, has allotted to every 
creature ſuch peculiar qualifications, as may 
contribute moſt to its happineſs and advantage 
and as kindly withheld whatſoever might tend 
to its miſery, or deſtruction, If we inveſti- 
gate the brute Ereation, we ſnal! find that the 
hare is endowed' with ſwiftneſs, but deprived 
of the bulk and ſtrength of the ox; which 
though of deep concern to that uſeſul an mal, 
would 
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would not fail of proving deſtructive to poor 
puſs. Thus, to come cloſer to the point, the 
ſame indulgent dame, who ordained man at 
once the ſlave, and tyrant of the ſex ; inſpired 
the female with a ſpirit of diſſimulation and 


intrigue, which ſhe thought proper to deny 


to the male. By this means ſhe renders both 


parties mutual happy : the wife indulges her 


beloved intrigue, and follows the natural bent 
of her inclination without reſtraint ; while the 
dull huſband, a novice in the art, ſuſpects no- 
thing of the matter, cuts his horns without 
pain, and enjoys his wanted repoſe. 13 

Madam Cornutus, brifk, airy and gay, to 
whom Dan. Chaucer's deſcription of a ſprightly 
dame may be moſt aptly applied. 


IVincing ſhe was, as is a jolly colt, 
Tall as a maſt, and upright as a bolt. 


did not at all reliſh this ſedentary kind of life, 


Her looking glaſs informed her ſhe had 
charms; and her hour-glals warned her of 
their fragility : ſhe reſolved therefore to im- 
prove the fleeting minutes; and love, ſince 


nature had formed her for loving. She was 
revolving in the mind of a thouſand different 
ſtratagems to elude the vigilance of her Argus, 
when the ſoft warbling of a flute vibrated in 


her ear; a melody moſt agreeable to a lady in 


her fituation, for muſic is the ſoul of love. 


She ſlipt to the window, prompted by female 
curioſity, to know ftom whence the ſound pro- 
ceeded, unobſerved by Cofnutus, who ſat at 

| his 
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his.deſk, his head reclining on one hand, his 


eyes fixed on the cieling, and gnawing the 


end of his pen, deeply involved in a long 
chain of :Scrip : Conſol : Bank Stock : India 
ditto. But ah! what tranſports ! what rap- 


tures what extaſy filled her breaſt ! when 


ſhe beheld at an oppoſite window a ſpruce—a 
jemmy—a dapper young fellow, more beaute- 
ous than the famed Adonis. Smirk, for ſo 
this young gentleman was called, no ſooner 
beheld his Venus, than, like another Paris, 
he laid down his pipe; paid homage to the 
_ divinity ; and gave her plainly to underſtand, by 
an infinite variety of bows, ſcrapes, winks, 
nods, ſhrugs and geſtures, intelligible only to 
lovers, that he ſcorned to he behind hand in 
generoſity with Paris, or any other heroical 
#allant whatſoever ; and would willingly pre- 

ſent her with two apples, inſtead of one. 
Madam underſtood the hint; and would 
gladly have obeyed the ſummons, had it been 
in her power ſo to do: ſhe anſwered him how- 
ever, in the ſame dumb language, that his ad- 
dreſſes were far from being diſagreeable to her, 
Cornutus had been, during this dumb ſcene, 
involved in a complicated intricacy of ac- 
counts; but on a ſudden, looking at his watch, 
he ſtarted haſtily from his chair: Z — ds Y 
cries he, * *tis paſt eleven o'clock : quick, my 
hat and wig! I muſt to Change directly: 
I was to have met a gentleman there half an 
© hour ago, about buſineſs of the greateſt mo- 
< ment.” The heart of his loving ſpouſe beat 
with tranſport at the welcome tydings ; "ſhe 
ſqueezed 
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{ſqueezed his hand lovingly, and conjured in 
with a ſigh, to make his abſence as ſhort as 
poſſible; ſince ſhe could never enjoy true hap- 
pineſs, but in the converſe of her beloved 
ſpouſe. Cornu, as pleaſed as Punch, hugged 
her to his boſom ; and aſſured her with a kiſs, 
that their happineſs was reciprocal, and de- 
pended on the ſame thread, for that he was ever 
uneaſy from her ſight ; and would never quit 
her for a moment, but in obedience to the call 
of his Lord, his maſter, his friend, his all— 
mammon. 

No ſooner was Cornutus's back turned, 
than his plaintive bride reſumed her part at 
the window, from whence ſhe beheld her new 
lover folding a billet he had juſt finiſhed writ- 
ing. Having added the ſuperſcription, he 
aſked her, without uttering a ſyllable, whether 
he might venture to ſend it ? and ſhe informed 
him, without opening her lips, that he might : 
' he committed it therefore to the care of his 
page, and in Jeſs than two minutes it was con- 
veyed to the hands of the amorous dame. She 
hugged it, ſhe kiſſed it, ſhe opened it, ſhe 
read it; with what inexpreflible raptures lo- 
vers only can form any idea; for the dull, un- 
inſpired. train of mortals, eſteem lovers as meer 
viſionaries; their raptures, their tranſports, 
their ſofteſt extaſies appear to them as idle 
dreams, and their language as an unintelligible 
Jargon more barbarous than Arabic. She took 
pen, ink and paper, in order to convey back by 
the ſame channel, the dictates of her love; but 
her heart failed her, her hand trembled, as 


unwilling 
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unwilling to perform the deteſtable office of 
pimp, which ſhe was about to confer upon it; 
her pen dropt from her fingers, her boſom heav= 
ed with alternate love and terror, and ſhe ' BY 
very naturally fell into the following ſoli- | 
loquy. | 


To kiſs, or not to * : that is che queſ- 
< tion ; | 
© Whether tis nobler in the mind, to ſuffer 
The ſtimulations of outrageous hover 3 
Or to ſwim with the torrent of deſire, 
And _ aſſwaging end them. To 1 to 
o l 83 — 
« To kiſs, "and by a kiſs to ſay we end 
The heart ach, and the * ſtrong 
„ deſires 
© That fleſh is prone to; 'tis a conſumma- 
tion 
© Devoutly to be wiſh'd. To toy, to kiſs; 
To kifs, to be found out: aye, there's the 
. 
For in the trance of en who may pop in, 
© When we have ſhuffled off our outward 
* garments, 
© Muſt give us pauſe : there's the reſpect 
© That renders female fame of ſo long life. 
Elſe who would bear the pangs of raging 
© love, 
© When ſhe herſelf might her quietus make 
With a bare 


Hee: her idea was raiſed to ſo ſtrong a pitch 
of deſire, as baniſhed every other thought _ 
er 
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her breaſt: ſhe conveyed an anſwer to her 
lover, by the affiſtance of her confidante, 
couched in the ſame bombaſtic ſtyle, inviting 
him to improve the opportunity of her huſ- 
band's abſence, who was gone to Change about 
buſineſs, and would hardly return in leſs than 
an hour. 

But this was a ſummons Smirk could by no 
means think of complying with : Cornutus 
might return; the window was two ſtories 
high; and he was very loth to truſt to his agi- 
lity in ſo perilous a leap, for, in deſpite of his 
accompliſhments, he had one fatal defect; 
which it is often the misfortune of adventures 
both in love, and in warfare to labour under: 
the latter are often perſonable men : look big ; 
puſh quarte and twice with admirable dexte- 
rity, and march with ſo intrepid a ſtride, till 
they come near enough to ſhake hands with 
the enemy, but then, when reflection ſhould 
be caſt aſide, and their brains put in their 
pocket, they begin to weigh the paſanteur of 
cannon balls, and the length of tuledoes; ſo 
fairly meaſure back the ground they came, im- 
proving upon that maxim of the valiant Hu- 
n 


HFle that fights and runs away, 
HMay live to fight another day.“ 


By not fighting at all; in like manner, the 
heroes in lovefare are often handſome fellows; 
ſcorn a rival in point of dreſs, ſwear, lye, and 
pen a billet doux, as well as any A 

| that 


„ } 

that ever exiſted ; but yet when they have 
made the firſt advances, and the fair one, 
ſuetile to their wiſh, is ready to meet them 
with equal ardour, and challenges them to the 
amorous combat ; they make a ſhameful re- 
treat, and forego their conqueſt through a de- 
fect of courage. In a word, Smirk was a 
daſtard, | | 

What pity, hapleſs fair one, ſome more 
doughty hetoe from fair Hibernia's coaſt, had 
not taken up his quarters oppoſite your manſion | 
you would not then have languiſhed in vain, 
No danger can intimidate the intrepid Iriſh, 
equally valorous in the tough combats of Mars, 
and the ſofter encounters of Venus, 


And did you ever hear, 

Of an Iriſhman's fear, 

In love or in battle, | 
In love or in battle, 


Smirk immediately diſpatched his excuſe by 
the ſame hand that brought him the letter ; he 
urged his tender regard for her honour and 
ſafety, as a cloak for his own cowardice ; re- 

preſented to her the dangers attending ſuch an 
interview; and the fatal conſequences, ſhould 
her haſband happen to come in unexpected, 
and detect them in the heighth of their amo- 
rous dalliance. Madam Cornutus, who was 
a lady of quick apprehenſion, was not at a 
loſs to gueſs, from whence his officious con- 
cern for her ſafety proceeded : alternate love * 
and rage, took poſſeſſion of her heart ; = 
SETS = What 
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what ſo odious to the fair-ſex as a Coward ? 
had he been within her reach, ſhe would in- 
dubitably have torn the traytor in pieces ;—ar 
{ſtifled him to death in her arms. This mo— 
ment rage, the next love gained the aſcendant: 
now ſhe reſolved to forego fo worthleſs a con- 
queſt; and now again love repreſented him to 
her idea in all his charms, and ſhe retracted her 
former reſolution. The ſofter paſſion at length 
prevailed, and ſhe determined to accompliſh 
by her wit, what ſhe was not to expect from 
his courage. She intruſted a ſecond billet to 
te care of her faithful confidante, deſiring 
Smirk to watch her going out in the afternonn 
with her huſband, and to follow cloſe at her 
heels ; and aſſured him ſhe would find means 
to facilitate their mutual happineſs, without 
expoling him to the danger he ſeemed appre- 
henfive of. Smirk, having peruſed the note, 
bowed his head in token of obedience, and af- 
fairs remained in ſtatu quo, till the return of 
Cornutus from Change. 5 

The moment her dear Cornu came home, 
ſhe ſprung to his arms like a ſquirrel, and 
rained ſuch a deluge of kiſſes on his lips, that 
he was almoſt ſtifled to death in the embrace. 
Cornutus in return, gave her a cold inſipid 
hug or two, ſtroaked her cheek, called her his 
little chicken, his dove, his ſugar- candy, and 
ſwore he loved her better than Cent per Cent; 
ſo down they ſat very lovingly to dinner: 
we will leave them a while over the ſmoaking 
- Sir Loin, in order to introduce a few N 
Cal 
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cal reflections of our own, on that inexhauſti- 
ble fund of writing matrimony. | 


Marriages, ſay they, are made in heaven: 


but, for my part, I am rather inclined to think, 
that they are fabricated in the ſooty dominions 


of old nick :—jangling, wrangling, fighting, 


ſcratching, cuffing, tearing, curling, ſwear- 
ing—is this a D portion of cæleſtial, or 
infernal largeſs ?—lI never yet heard a cuſhion- 
thumper, but depictured the heavens a never 
failing ſource of the moſt exquiſite, and refined 
harmony; but if it be true, that marriages are 
made there, and this be intended as a ſpecimen 
of their muſic; the Lord have mercy upon 
us, and defend us from ſuch caterwauling. 
Then when we reflect with what ſymmetrical 
order Mr. Hymen links his Paris - miſs Jenny 
Lovepenny, a girl ſcarce weaned. from the co- 
ral and ſlabbering-bib, marries Mouthwater 
Mammon, a ang old Sexagenarian, with hardly 
a tooth in his head ; while Spindleſhank Mam- 
mon, his hopeful fon and heir, wallows in the 
fleſh pots of madam Van Briſket, a corpulent 
dowager, old enough to be his grandmother! 


but then ſhe has a jointure of three thouſand 


good pounds per annum. Add to this the 
daily coupling of gaiety, with reſerve; wit 
with dulneſs; good nature, with ſpleen ; 

ſtanch Romaniſts, with thoſe they term vile 


heretics; thoſe again with the votaries of 


Squintum, whom they look upon as little bet- 
ter than rotten ſheep ; and thoſe again.— 
In ſhort we might extend the chain ad infini- 
tum : but enough is as good as a feaſt ; = 
Wi 


—_— — 
- * 2 . 2 


— 8 . by 3 rs * 5 4494" oy » 
62h of en . 2 g! 5 1 LJ Pt RL Te > 1 
3 * a * * e 4; YZ 38 ee 3 4 a 83 i a 33h - 44> x 
27 34 ae . hn DM . 22 2 pn _ — — 4 — * = 3 
—— * *. ir co 8 - 8 CET IRC — —— — 3 aa 25 
rr r * E : — — 1s Says . — —— — — 3 [ 
— 223 2 — — — 2 
5 29 rt _ 9 . 


ar, 


— 


5 1 

— Sn 

y — 3 IR * 3 
8 2 


r 
1 
1 2 
1 
N. 1 
6 
47.49 
J | _—_ 
I 
23S 
"7 
"33S 
by % ] 
14 
7 
9 * 
s, a 
l 
; 
1 


( 260 ) 
will therefore cloſe this grand argumentation, 
in ſettling our fuſt point; (viz. ) Where matches 
are made. Be it known then, that we do 
ſincerely opine, that marriages were ordained 
in heaven; but, leaſt ſo compleat an happi- 
neſs as perfect matrimonial blifs, ſhould di- 
vert the minds of mortals from cæleſtial, to 
mundane enjoyments z old nick was, by let. 
ters patent, created earl marſhal], under the 
title of Hymen ; with full power of marſhaling 
the bands at his pleaſure, This hypotheſis 
once admitted, it will be no very difficult mat- 


ter to account for ſo many prepoſterous con- : 


junctions. But to return to our tale: 
As ſoon as dinner was over, madam Cor- 
nutus neſtled cloſe to her huſband, and put- 


ting ker arm round his neck, and ber cheek 


cloſe to his, told him, in a ſoft whiſper, that 
ſhe had a requeſt to make, and hoped he 
would not refuſe her. Cornu, though the ſun 
was in Taurus, 'trembled like an aſpen leaf; 
and dreaded to hear the fatal petition ; a new 
ſuit, a diamond necklace, a card debt preſented 
themſelves to his imagination, and he made 
no doubt of being fairly taken in for a cool 
hundred : but you may judge how agreeably 
| he was ſurprized, when he found that a treat 
to Vauxhall was the whole ſcope of the peti- 
tion ; and that he was a better man than he 
expected, by ninety nine pounds Eighteen 
ſhillings. His joy operated fo powerfully on 
_him, that he acquieſced with more than ordi- 
nary complaiſance, cut a caper croſs the room, 

_ graſped 


( 261 ) 
graſped his crab-ſtick in one hand, his hat in 
the other, and ſo led the van. | 3 

In the overflowing of his heart, he reſelved 
to treat ſpouſee with a vehicle, and not fuffer 
ker to perambulate on foot: thrice he eſſayed 
to call coach! and thrice the half formed ac- 
cont died upon his tongue; fo onwards the 

tript it, upon their ten toes, and Smirk, ac- 

cording to appointment, cloſed the rear. 
Well, Sirs, they arrived in good time, and 
in good right, at thoſe delightful * gardens, 
where art and nature, emulous to outvie each 
other, have given us a miniature {ſketch of the 
beauty, though perhaps not of the innocence 


of the terreſtrial paradiſe. In theſe enchanted 


bowers, every thing breaths the ſpirit of love, 
and ſoft deſire: delightful ſymphony ! tune- 
ful nightingales ! quavering trees! gentle ze- 
phyrs ! nymphs ! more beauteous far than all 
the wood nymphs, and Dryads antiquity can 
boaſt of; and, O ye voracious cits ! whoſe 
indelicate ideas ſeldom emerge from pudding, 


and Sir Loin ; here the cooling tart, the more 
ſolid cheeſecake : the tipple inſpiring ham, and 
ſomniferous lettice, ſeem to ſprout up ſponta- 


neouſly in every arbour. | 

Madam Cornutus thought it was now high 
time to begin her comedy: down ſhe dropped, 
as dead as any ſtage heroine that ever ranted 
in tragic. * Oh my poor wife? cries Cornu, 


caſting his eyes wiſtfully about for help, 


Smirk, who was impoſed on as well as the 
huſband, and took the feint for a reality, im- 
mediately offered his affiſtance, and they 2 

| | ſhift, 
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ſhift, between them, to raiſe her upon her feet 
again. Cornu would have poſted away for a 
ſurgeon, to breath a vein, but upon Smirk's 


repreſenting, that it would be more expedient 


to get her firſt of all into a more retired ſitua- 
tion, he altered his purpoſe, and applied to 
Mr. T s for a private room; and that 
good natured, condeſcending, complaiſant 
gentleman, who has ever made it his ſtudy to 
captivate the public efteem, by his obliging 
behaviour, accommodated him with his own 
bed-chamber ; whither the lady was preſently 


conveyed by the care, and aſſiduity of her 


huſband, her lover, and half a dozen of the 
waiters: nay it is confidently. reported, that 
the heart of Mr. T s was ſo ſenſibly 


touched at the fight of beauty in diftreſs, that 
he trudged after them like Dryden's clown—_ 


+ unknowing what he ſought'—till the ſilver 
ſound of a ſhilling, awakened him from ſtu— 
pefaction to ſtupefaction: he anſwered the 


well known call, as naturally as a puppy does 


the voice of his maſter ; ſkipped down ſtairs 
faſter than he went up, reſumed his ſeat in the 
bar, and ſhined forth again in the Zenith of 
inſignificancy. 

Madam Cornutus having a little recovered 
her ſpirits, deſired to be left alone; where- 


upon the waiters were diſcharged : but Cornu, 


who in the height o his concern for his wife 
knew not what he ſaid or did; begged the fa- 


vour of Smirk to flay with her for fear of a 


relapſe, while he ran for a ſurgeon. 


a | No 
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No ſooner had Cornutus turned his back; 
than the ſick lady, intirely recovered from her 
indiſpoſition, reſumed her former chearfulneis ; 
to the great admiration of her lover, who had 
thought her a dying woman: ſhe informed 
him, in two words, of the artifice, and bid- 
him make hay while the ſun ſhined. 


Cornutus returned at length, quite out of 


breath, with a ſurgeon at his heels; but a 
more ſkilful ſurgeon had performed the opera- 
tion in his abſence; and madam's cheek 
glowed, as ruddy as an apple. The 


tomy, but his ſpouſe aſſured him there was no 
manner of occaſion, for that the kind gentle- 
man he left with her, had adminiſtered > few 


drops, from which ſhe had found herfelf ex- 


ccedingly refreſhed. Tbe poor cuckold loaded 
the gallant with compliments for his civilities 
on the occaſion: Sir,“ ſays he, © I heartil 
beg your pardon for the trouble my wife has 
given you.“ Lord! Sir,” replies he, it is 
* not worth mentioning; if it were to do ten 
© times again, I aſſure you I ſhould do it with 
c pleaſure.” * Indeed, indeed, Sir, *twas too 
much P—< efacks !' replies Smirk, I don't 
; think I can ever do too much for her.“ I 
{wear but you have,” ſays Cornu, © I find 
ing her.“ In fhoit they drank a friend] 
| bottle together: the gallant was very well ſa- 
tisfied with what he had done; and the huſ- 
band the merrieſt man alive, to ſee kis wife ſo 
miraculouſly recovered, 


good 


huſband argued ſtrongly in praiſe of phlebo- 


ſhe has put you into a ſweat with help- 


Cornutus 
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Cornutus thought he ſhould never be able 
to acquit himſelf, of the immenſe obligation 
he lay under to Smirk : he gave him a general 
invitation to his houſe, and ever after received 
him upon the footing of his deareſt, and moſt 
intimate friend. Thus Cornutus, cornuted, 
facilitated a repetition of his cukcoldom ; and 
the lady and her gallant, we prefume, failed 
not to improve importunities to their own ad- 
vantage. : 


% 
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)LUTO one day, having quaffed more 

deeply of nectar than uſual, began to be a 

little hiccius doctius. He ploclaimed an 
univerſal holiday throughout his dark domains. 
The Danaides ceaſed for a while their fruitleſs 
labour; Siſyphus ſat quiet on his ſtone, and 
Ixion on his wheel: Tantalus munched his 
belly full of apples, and waſhed them down 
with an hearty ſwig of the pure element, for he 
was confounded thirſty, and even Prometheus, 
though chained to the ſummit of Mount 


Caucaſus, had a reſpite from his torments. In 


ſhort every thing reſpired the air of tranquil- 


lity, but that vixen dame Proſerpine, who 


curſed, and ſcolded like any billingſgate, be- 
cauſe her huſband had preſumed to act with- 
out her advice. Pluto offered not a word in 
his own defence; but toſſing off tother can, 
a grand ſpecific on ſuch occaſion, called his 
| N wife 
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wife a prating B ; and ſwore he ſhould 
rejoice when her half year was up, that he 
might doze out the remaining fix months in 
quiet. The monarch,, with this reinforce- 
ment of liquor, was now a match for all the 
| ſpitfires in hell; and reſolved now, or neyer, 
to make his wife knuckle. For this purpoſe, 
he iſſued his royal mandate for a review to be 
made. In vain did Proſerpine inſiſt that ſhe 
thould not be able to ſupport ſuch a hurly bur- 
ly : tts my will and pleaſure,' was the word. 
And now Charon the ferryman made his 
appearance, with a boat load of ſouls he had 
juſt paddled over the Stygian-ferry; and, 
among the reſt, a tall recruiting ſerjeant, and 
his drummer, who had both dropped in -pi- 
ing hot, with a brace of balls in their guts. 
This happened à propos enough: Pluto im- 
mediately dubbed the one muſter - maſter, and 
ordered the other to beat up a march : but the 
drummer declared he could no more beat a 
tattoo without a drum, than Orpheus could 
play a jig, or a faraband without a fiddle ; 
and the lerjeant ſwore that a review, without 
a drum, would be as inſipid as a country dance 

without pipe ar tabor. © 
grum upon the matter, for there was no ſuch a 
thing as a drum to be found in hell, and if his 
review failed, his wife would not fail to ſing 
victoria, At length a ſcheming politician, 
who did penance for the impotent ſchemes he 
had formed on earth, for the embroiling of 
ſtates (for in hell the will is as kindly accepted 
as the deed) came forwards, and with a on 
; OW, 


Id Dis began to look 
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bow, preſented. a ſcheme he had formed, for 
ſupplying the want of a drum. The infernal 
monarch approved of the project, for want of 
a better, and iflued immediate orders for a 
lawyer to be flayed, and his ſkin to be nailed 
to the Danaides bottomleſs tub. The furies 
performed the operation on Quibble ; and Vul- 
can, with-the aſſiſtance of two or three of his 
journeymen, tacked on the buff in a trice. 
The drummer began now to belabour the 
lawyer's hyde, and the ſerjeant having mar- 
ſhalled his legions, the review began. The 
men. marched by, two and two; of whom 
Pluto demanded, as they paſſed, the cauſe of 
their condemnation ?—my wife my wife ! 
was the conſtant reply. Ah the traitoreffes !' 
cries Pluto, caſting an evil eye on his dame, 
who grumbled in the gizard moſt confound- 
edly, they are the ſource of all evil, that 1 
* myſelf can vouch for. When the men 
were reviewed, the ladies, in their turn, were 
marſhalled in the fame order; but Pluto 
thought it prudence to aſk them no queſtions, 
which his ſpouſe perceiving, took upon her- 
ſelf to be ſpokeſman, and put the ſame quære 
to the women, as her kuſband had put to the 
men. My huſband /—my huſband ! was the 
general clamour. Proſerpine now got the 
laugh on her fide; and Pluto, unable to ſup- 
port the keenneſs of the raillery, ordered the 
review to ceaſe; took a compoling draught, 
and ſo tumbled into bed; where he ſlept like a 

pig till the next morning. | 
N 2 | As 
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As ſoon as he aroſe, he convened a council: 
for ſtateſmen, and counſellors privy, buzz in 
hell, in ſwarms as numerous, as bees in the 
the month of May. They took into conſider- 
ation the hearſay of the preceding day; and 
it was debated whether the report of the ma- 
trimonial legions ſhould be regiſtered as matter 
of fact; for if it were ſo, it would be no dif- 
ficult matter to increaſe the glory of his maje- 
ſty's gloomy empire; but the majority voted it 
ſpurious, notwithſtanding the authority of the 
grim monarch, who ſwore he had found it but 
too true, by experience. It was therefore car- 
ried, by a plurality of voices, that a miniſter 
of parts ſhould be deputed to the middle re- 
gion; who ſhould not only give a ſtrict eye to 
all marriages that happened within his diſtrict, 
but ſhould alſo join his own experience by 
marrying himſelf, Belphegor was pitched up- 
on, as a Dzmon of ſound headpiece, and un- 
doubted veracity; to him was intruſted the 
tranſacting of this important affair. Pluto, 
for conveniency ſake, inftead of incumbering 
bim with caſh, gave him bills of exchange for 
conſiderable ſums, drawn upon his well-be- 
loved correſpondents the uſurers ; and all of 
them payable at ſight, His embaſſy was to 
Continue for ten years, during which time he 
was to be incapaciated from dying, or return- 
ing to his native land; and was to be liable to 
the various accidents attendant on human life; 
but with liberty to play as many devils tricks 
as he pleaſed, and to extricate himſelf from 


any dilemma by his own induſtry. 
| Belphegor 


3 ( 269 ) | 
Belphegor having got his commiſſion, darted 
as ſwift as an arrow from a bow, through the 
poetical chaos, that divides our higher regions 
from the deep I artarian ſhades, and alighted at 
Florence; a city which, at that time of day, 
bore the bell from all others for luxury, and 
magnificence z there, under the name of Sig- 
nor Roderigo, he took a grand hotel, which 
he furniſhed moſt magnificently ; ſet up a gal- 
lant equipag?z put a number of ſervants in 
livery z kept open table, and lived at ſuch a 
rate, as attracted the admiration of all Flo- 
rence. The great ones who had daughters to 


marry, ſought his alliance with the greateſt 


eagerneſs z and the ſons of Apollo, having ex- 
hauſted their whole budget of flattering epi- 
thets on him, ſtood cloſe to the anvil forging 
of new ones, uniatelligible to the reſt of man- 
kind, if not to themſelves alſo. Tis true 
Belphegor had every diſſonant ingredient ne- 
ceſſary, to render the marriage ſtate truly un- 
happy: but what of that, Sir, he had money. 
Tis true Belphegor merited ignominy, inſtead of 
renown : and inſtead of the bays, deſerved an 
halter: but what of that, Sir, he had money: 
and money, to ſum up much in little is.— 
every thing. | | 
The ambaſſador, according to his maſters 
expreſs commands, kept two exact regiſters, 
one of the happy; the other of the unhappy 

nuptials that happened under his inſpection : 
and can we relate it without a bluſh, the latter 
was cloſed, before he had turned to the ſecond 
page of the former, The final proof only re- 

| N 3 mained 
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( 270) 
mained, marry he muſt; or woe betide him 
when he got into his maſters clutches again. 
Devil as he was, he ſhuddered at the thoughts 
of committing matrimony, and would wil- 
lingly have been excuſed from this latter part 
of his commiſſion; but he was obliged to 
make a virtue of neceſſity. Belphegor, who 


was a devil of common ſenſe, very wiſely laid 


aſide all thoughts of finding a wife, adorned 
with thoſe numberleſs perſections, which ly- 
ing bards depiCture from the wild chimeras of 
their brain, and whining inamoratos figure to 
their loveſick imaginations z and concluged 
that if he could, with all his fagacity, find out 
the leaſt perverſe of her ſex, he ſhould have 
reaſon to eſteem himſelf, mote than happy. 
Marriage, ſay they, is a meer lottery: and 
it muſt be confeſſed, that experience ſeems to 
confirm the opinion, ſince it generally happens, 
that a man, after giving himſelf much trouble 
in the choice of his number, draws a blank ; 
while another, who takes the fiſt ticket that 
comes to hand, bears away the prize. Thus 
it happened with the poor devil. If I marry 
an heireſs, argued he, ſhe will not fail to 
+ twit me in the teeth with the fortune ſhe 
brought me; if I marry the daughter of a 
s commoner, I have every thing to apprehend 
* from a want of proper education: I will 
therefore pay my addrefles to ſome fair one, 
* whoſe circumſtances are inadequate to her 
birth; ſhe will be ſenſible of the obligation 
J confer on her, and endeavour to make P 
; EX & Ie 


el) 
© the deficiency of her portion in a profuſion 
of conjugal love and duteous condeſcenſion.“ 
There lived in the city of Florence, at that 
period of time, a young lady of illuſtrious 
birth, named Honeſta, who was extreamly 
beautiful, but very indigent, Many wealthy 
offers had been made her, but were all re- 
jetted 3 for her pride was exceſſive z and ſhe 
thought it beneath her dignity, to ſtoop to any 
one who would not have his pedigree beyond 
the deluge ?-Belphegar however made ſhift ts 
paſs muffer : and the lady, having given him 
to underſtand that ſhe had refuſed the moſt ad- 
vantageous matches in Florence, graciouſly 
condeſeended to ſuffer his addreſſes. Belphe- 
gor, Who was as generous a devil as ever ex- 
lited, "highly overjoyed at his good fortune, 
ſpared no coſt to win the affections of his 
haughty miſtreſs, Every day ſeemed to rival 
its ptedeceſior in ſplendour and magnificence— 
Balls —feaſtings [ ſerenades [in fhort, by 
time he prevailed on her to fix a day for the 
nuptials, he had exhauſted great part of his 
finances, There remained yet certain prelimi- 
naries to ſettle, antecedent to the marriage: 
there was lawyer, upon lawyer, parchment, 
upon parchment ; little ſenſe ; and much non- 
ſenſe. A pretty farce truly,” cries Belphegor 
laughing in his fleeve, ſo I muſt purchaſe a 
6 wife, as I would a caſtle ; and have her 
© conveyed to me in fee ! I don't wonder at fa 
many unhappy marriages, ſince thoſe damned 
* cormorants the lawyers have a finger in tte 
* pye; nothing can ever proſper that they in- 
503 \ N 4 termeddie 
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* termeddle with: their very breath is infec- 
* tious; their aſpect more ominous than that 
of the raven, and I prognoſticate no good 
* to our marriage from their appearance.* He 
was obliged however to ſign and ſeal, before 
2 parſon was permitted to perform his of- 
tice. | 
Belphegor had ſoon reaſon to perceive, he 
had not been a falſe prophet, From morning 
to night, 'was one continued ſcene of ſttife 
and diſcord, Dame Honora, and her diabo- 
lical huſband, was ſo vociferous in their ma- 
trimonial debates, that the neighbourhood was 
frequently up in arms, The Demon, curſed, 
ſwore, and raved like any Bedlamite; and his 
rib, in her turn, ſcolded ſo violently, that ſhe 
frequently made the houſe too hot to hold 
him. Villain !—traytor !'!-—-would ſhe ex- 
Claim, * is it in this manner you treat a wo- 
man of my quality !—a- woman of my vir- 
tue |—a woman of my parts I—a woman of 
my meek and peaceable diſpoſition ??—in 
ſhort, the poor devil had reaſon to regret the 

hell he had left behind him. 4 
Signor Roderigo's funds were now ſo far 
exhauſted, what with the expences he had been 
at during his courtſhip, joined to the extra- 
vagance of his wife, a number of indigent re- 
lations of faſhion, who did him the honour of 
boarding gratis in his houſe, which ſhe often 
twitted him in the teeth with, and the villainy 
of a ſteward, whoſe fortune augmented, as 
faſt as his maſter's decreaſed ; that he began to 
be apprehenſive of finiſhing his embaſly in 4 
| goal, 


r 

oal. He was indebted to ſeveral perſons !? 
conſiderable ſums ; and the rogue of a ſtewar®» 
not content with having ruined-his maſter, bY 
lending him his own money at exorbitant in” 
tereſt; cauſing the tradeſmen, by his extor* 
tion, to charge double, and ſuch like iniqui- 
tous practices; ſpirited up his creditors to fue 
him, in order to oblige him to part with what 
ſmall remnant of eſtate he had left. This 
had the deſired effect: Belphegor fold his 
land, which the crafty ſteward purchaſed by 
his agents. 

Now would this conſcientious gentleman 
have aſſumed Roderigo's place, and dubbed 
him ſteward in his turn, he might have brought 
his affairs about again; filched back his inhe- 
ritance, and maſter and valet have enjoyed an 
alternate reign. 

The ſituation of poor Belphegor became 
now truly critical: his caſtle was beſwarmed 
by legions of duns and bailiffs; and his wife, 
inſtead of comforting her huſband in his af- 
fliction, as her duty preſcribed, and endea- 
vouring to alleviate his diſtreſs, by ſharing in 
his grief; loaded him with reproaches. This 
was too much, even for a devil to bear, His 
creditors he might have compounded with; 
but his wife !|—flight was his only reſource, 
fiace, till the expiration of his embaſſy, he 
was debarred the uſe of an halter: ſo he even 
leaped through the caſement, and ſhewed them 
a fair pair of heels for it. The bailiffs pur- 
ſued ; but the devil gave them the change, 
and took ſhelter in a cottage, 
4 1 N 5 | The 
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| The ſhepherd received him with a cordial 
weicome, which diveſted of compliment, glow- 
6d in native beauty, and had charms far more 
attractive, than the forced politeneſs of cities. 
Belphegor no ſooner informed him that he was 
an unfortunate gentleman, purſued by bailiffs ; 
than Matheo, for ſo the ſhepherd was named, 
ſhewed him into a little ſubterranean grotto, 
where he kept his wine for coolneſs ; and kept 
a ſtrict look out himſelf, *till the danger was 
paſt: then, releaſing the demon from his 
confinement, bid his wife lay a raſher extra- 
ordinary on the coals, and infiſted on his gueſt's 
ſtaying dinner with him. Belphegor accepted 
the invitation: and the good houſewife went 
about her work with ſo much chearfulneſs and 
goed humour, as if ambitious of pleaſing 
her huſband, in exerting herſelf” to ſerve his 
friend, 

"The dinner was ſoon ready. The viands, 
though plain and fimple, were excellent in 
their kind; and plenty, and ceconomy went 
hand in hand. The demon had now, for 
the fiſt time, a faſt of true happineſs; the 
bacon ſlice was ſweeter far to him, than all 
the dainties he had taſted in proſperity ; ſo true 
it is, that hungar and content, are ſauces far 
more poignant, than any the moſt experienced 
French cook can prepare. Matheo, and his 
ipouſe ſeemed to vie with each, other, who 
ſhould take moſt care of their gueſt, and help 
him to the niceſt morſels. The children too, 
miniatures of their parents, were not wanting 


in urbanity ; they Alled the goblets, diſſerved 
* | the 


1 DAE). au 
the table, atid laid the deſert : Which conſiſted 
of alt the various kinds of fruit the ſeaſon af- 
forded. | 555 
Belphegor, perceiving what a perfect har- 
mony reigned in this little family, could not 
forbear teſtifying his ſurprize ar it. My kind 
© hoſt,” ſaid he to the peaſant, ,* it moves my 
Wonder, that two ſuch contraries, as hap- 
pineſs and matrimony, ſhould be capable of 


N 


blending together: and yet, if I may judge 
from what I have ſeen this day, they live to- 
gether, upon pretty good terms, in this cot- 
tage. Toleration of each other, I ever ima- 
© gined to be the moſt perfect felicity the mar- 
© ried ſtate was capable of arriving at.“ The 
ſhepherd, who was a man of good ſenſe, ſmi- 
Jed at his error : and affured him, that though 
he had been married full thirty years, fo far 
from tepenting of his choice, no day had yet. 
'palfed over his head, but he had reafon to 
thank heaven for ſome additional happineſs. 
Belphegor ſeeming quite an infidel in this doc- 
trine, Matheo continued, * Sir,” faid he, if 
© if it will not be diſagreeable, I will enter- . 
© tain you with the hiſtory of my amouts.” 
The demon aſſured him it would not: and he 
began. 3 W 
Fou muſt not expect to meet with any 
© thing romantic, in the hiſtory of my amours; 
though they deviate not a little, from the 
commom tract of courtſhip. Reaſon was 
© the baſis of my love: reaſon, which alone 
can guide us in the road to happineſs. By 
'© (he time I attived at my twenty fifth year, 
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( 276.) 
I found myſelf maſter of this .cottage, and 


the fertile vallies that ſurround it. There ! 


tended my ſheep, morn, and even. Paſ- 
tora fed her flocks hard bye: vicinity ſoon 
brought us acquainted. I was captivated 
with the charms of her perſon; but more 
with the beauties of her mind. She ſeemed 
not diſpleaſed with my endeavours to render 


myſelf agreeable to her: ſhe permitted me 


to water her flocks, and to ſheer her ſheep ; 
while ſhe, indefatigably induſtrious, turned 
the ſpinning- wheel; and cheared my lo- 
bours with the melod of her voice. An 
equality of fortune, a f militude of manners, 
ſoon blew our friendſhip into a flame : we 
loved before we were aware of it. I took no 
delight but in the converſe of my Paſtora : 


the hours were minutes in her preſence ; in 


her abſence ages. I compoſed amorous ſon- 


.nets, for what cannot almighty love inſpire, 


and attuned them to my reed ; but ſonnets 
far different from thoſe of whining lovers, 
who, neglectful of the faint within, pay all 
their adoration to the ſhrine. To ſuch, a 
ruby lip—a dimpled cheek—are ſubjects in- 
exhauſtible; but thoſe will find, who regard 
beauty as the only eſſential to nuptial feli- 
city, that they have taken the chaff, and 
left the corn behind.” 

* Upon my word Sir,“ ſays the demon in- 


terrupting him, I cannot help admiring 


4 
C 
6 


the juitneſs of your remarks, which have 
more true philoſophy in them, than the no- 
tions of many who have had the advantage 

* of 
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of a more liberal education, and paſs in the 


eye of the world, for men of profound wiſ- 


dom.“ Philoſophy, Sir,” replied the ſhep- 


herd, I take not to be cenfined alone to 


books; ; or to any particular ſet of notions a 


man gets. into his brain, Nature has given 


to every man, philſophy enough to render 
him happy, if he will make a proper uſe 


of her gift.” But to proceed — My kind 
hoſt,” ſays Belphegor, Shall I beg the fa- 
vour of you, before we proceed any farther, 
to afford us a ſpecimen of poetry you men- 
tioned :? that you ſhall have immediately, 


Sir, replied Matthew, * but firſt let us drink 


the health of. the nymph that inſpired my 
muſe,” Belphegor joined heartily in drink- 


ing Paſtora's health ; and Matheo ſung the 
following air. 


SONNE T. 


| The lawrel, throughout the year green, 
Dreads not the bleak winter y blaft ; 3 
So virtue triumphant is ſeen, 


When beauty's fail flowret is poſi. 5 


The laturel at length ſhall decline, | 

And yied to time's abſolute ſway ; 

But Virtue flill brighter ſhall ſhine, 
Unconſcious of any decay. 


© A ſonnet of this kind, continted che 


; ſhepherd, your City dames would not fail to 
* turn into ridicule, with its poor author ; but 
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J can aſfure you it met with a different re- 
e ception from Paſtora; and cemented her 
© efteern for me ſo firmly, that ſhe no longer 
heſitated to become my wife. In ſhort, Sir, 
we joined our flocks—we joined our hands 
—we joined our hearts; which, whatever 
the multitude may think, is an eſſential 
point in matrimony, Since the happy day 
of our union we have reſided in this cot- 
tage: I tend the ſheep; Paſtors milks the 
Kine, and looks to our family affairs. We 
want for nothing; we wiſh for nothing; 
and lead a life of mutual love and happinels ; 
our Children, dear pledges of the nuptial 
tie, employ . our leiſure hours, in 
giving them ſuch inſtructions as may render 
© them hereafter, as happy as their parents.” 
Here Matheo ended his narrative: and fill- 
ing a bumper, drank to the health of his 
'gueſt, „ 1 4 F 
Pray, Sir, ſays the demon, who could 
ſcarce give credit to what he heard, * give me 

leave to aſk you one queſtion: do no dif- 
ferences ever happen, between you, and 
your ſpouſe ? if not, I think you have got 
beyond the ne plus ultra of connubial happi- 
neſs : for my part, I ſhould have eſteemed 
<* myſeif happier - than a prince, could I have 
* compounded for one quiet day in the week.” 
My Paſtora and I, replied the ſhepherd, 
© have, I thank heavens, enjoyed. hitherto, 
© the ſweets of uninterrupted tranquillity ; and 
© ſhall, I hope, continue ſo to do, to our dy- 
ing day, My love, is the barſheft word I 
: © ever 
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6 ever heard from her yet; and 
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J believe ſhe 
will do me the juſtice to return me the com- 
pliment. Our felicity, in this reſpect, I at- 
tribute chiefly to two motives : in the firſt 
place, neither avarice, nor ambition had the 
leaſt ſhare in our union; unleſs it were an 
ambition of contributing all in our power, 
to the mutual happineſs of each other: our 
aſſion was founded on friendſhip, and a 
nowledge of each others worth ; a founda- 
tion which will endure to the end of ages. 
In the next place, we were ever cautious of 
incroaching on each others province: I ma- 
naged my ſheep ; Paſtora managed her dairy 
without controul : and would every one 
mind to act in his proper ſphere, and pay a 
proper attention to his own affairs, without 
intermedling in the concerns of his neigh= 
bour; diſcord would ſoon ceaſe; mankind 
enjoy the ſweets of peace and tranquillity ;_ 
and the cormorants of the law ſtarve, and 
ſo let them, for want of employment.“ 
'The poor devil was thoroughly amazed at 
what he had heard; and reſolved, within him- 
ſelf, to give Matheo, and his non-ſuch of a 
wife, a place in his regiſter of fortunates, the 
very fiſt opportunity. 
When dinner was over, Belphegor took 
the ſhepherd aſide, told him who he was, and 
the errand he had been ſent on. Matheo 
ſtarted back, trembling at the thoughts of ſuch 
a diabolical gueſt: but the devil bid him not 
be troubled. * Fear not, my good hoſt,” ſaid 
he, I am the beſt natured devil in the world, 
Oil ON | when 
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when J am pleaſed; and will not fail richly 
to recompence you, for your civility in ſo 
kindly entertaining me, and ſkreening me 
from the catchpoles. There is no ſafety for 
me to remain in my preſent character: for, 
ſhould I elude the ſearch of my creditors, 
my termagant wife would not fail to purſue 
me, to the utmoſt limits of the earth. I 
intend therefore, to diveſt myſelf of this 
body,' which is nothing more than a caſe, 
which a certain Atheiſt, who inhabits our 
gloomy regions, made me a preſent of, It 
was formed, it ſeems, by a fortuitous con- 
© cuſſion of atoms; and had been preſerved by 
© him in ſpirits, as a valuable curioſity.“ Ma- 
theo ſtared ! and Belphegor continued. —“ I 
* muſt now ſeek ſhelter in the bodies of other 
© people: but, in gratitude to my benefaCtor, 
© I promiſe, on the word of a devil, thrice to 
© obey your exorciſms. By this means, you 
© will have a fair opportunity of acquiring an 
» 

o 

* 

* 


OG K K „ „ „ „ 4 „ „ „ „ „ „ 


immenſe fortune; for I intend for your ſake, 
to take poſſeſſion of ſuch, as will be able 
to give you whatever recompenſe you ſhall 
exact: ſo ſaying, he diſappeared from Ma- 
theo, who was almoſt blinded with the duſt, 
cauſed by the diſſolution of the atomic 
body. | 8 8 | ; 
Matheo, in ſpight of his boaſted philoſo- 
phy, could not withſtand the temptation of 
riches. His favourite maxim, of taking the 
corn, and leaving the chaff behind, deſerted 
his diſtracted noddle; and he left reality, to 
graſp at a ſhadow, Paſtora wondered at the 
al : | ſudden 
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ſudden change in his temper : his good hu- 
mour abandoned him; he affected to ſit brood- 
ing by himſelf, as melancholy as a cat; and 
ſo totally neglected his affairs, that this new 
ſcheme of grandeur had turned all to rack 
and ruin, had it not been for the good con- 
duQ, and œconomy of Paſtora. 3 

Belphegor, in the mean time, had taken 
up his lodgings in the body of a beautiful 
young lady, daughter to a perſon of the 
greateſt diſtinStion in Florence. The whole 
corps of  eccleliaſtics were employed by the 
diſtracted parent, to drive the devil out of his 
child, but to no purpoſe, All their efforts 
proved ineffectual, and though they conſumed 
two hogſheads, at leaſt, of the very beſt holy 
water that could be got for love, or money, 
the demon maintained his ground ; and the 
good prieſts were fain to RE their cap at 
him. The rumour of the affair ſoon ſpread 
over the country, and Matheo, who made no 
doubt but that this. was his devil, reſolved to, 
undertake the exorciſm, and remind him of 
his promiſe, Paſtora thought for certain, that 
her huſband was bewitched ; ſhe expoſtulated 
with him on the folly of the enterprize; and 
received for her pains, . half a ſcore hearty 
Curſes. - Ii nn 

Matheo put on his beſt doublet; trudged 
away to the city; and waiting on the noble- 
man, told him he would engage, for the ſum 
of ten thouſand Florins, to deliver his daughter 
from the impure ſpirit. The nobleman ſtared 
at the exorbitance of the ſum, and 1985 
ww | | ave 
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have ' compounded with the exoreift for one 
balf ; but Matheo refuſed to abate a maravedi 
of what he had aſked. What was to be done ? 
the prieſts wete at the end of their Latin—and 
the girl was an only child. In ſhort, his des 
mand was complied with, and ſecurity given 
for the ſum. Matheo went to work immedi- 
ately; and the devil, who flood upon the 
point of hondur, very civily unrobſted, at the 
firſt ſummons, i 

The ſhepherd received the price ſtipulated; 
and, what may ſeem very ſurprizing to ſuch 
of our readers, as never gave themſelves lei- 
ſure to reflect on the nature and properties of 
that precious metal, returned home, much more 
diffatisfied than when he ſet but: for gold, far 
from ſatiating the man that thirft for it, ſerves 
but to increaſe bis dtought: 'tis like à jack- a+ · 
-Janthort, which leads the wearled traveller 
over hill and dale, never to atrive at the wiſhed» 
HBelphegor took poſſeſſion of two other la- 
dies ſucceſſively, and Matheo, to make uſe 
of an expreſſion which every lawyer under- 
ſtands far better than his Pater Nofter, oufted 
him as often; accumulated an immenſe for- 
tune; and lived—a wretch in ftate, | 
Now be it. known, to ſuch of our readers 
as are little converſant in the natute of com- 
pacts between the devil and his agents, that it 
is always the hard fate of ſuch, to be left in the 
lurch at laſt. Old nick, like a cunning lawyer, 
takes care to throw in ſome quirk, quibble, or 
double entendre at the end, that renders the 
556 | premiſes 


1 A 
premiſes of none effect; or, as Mackbeth 
ſays: TO e 5 


He palteys with us in a double fene; 


He keeps the word of promiſe to our ear, 


But breaks it to our hope. 


Thus it fared with Mathes * the devil had 


promiſed him that he ſhould acquite riches, but 
not that he ſhould live to enjoy them, Bel- 


phegor, in order to puniſh him for his avarice, 
took poſſeſſihn of the king of Naple's daughter. 


The whole kingdom was: in alarm at the 
drexeful news; and Matheo's exoreciſins being 
yet recent in the minds of every one, he was 
fent for to court, The monarch offered him a 
recomperiſe worthy the royal donor, to unde- 
vil his daughter; but Matheo,' conſcious of 
his inſufficieney, aſſured his majeſty he was 
nothing but a poor ſhepherd, who had no more 
ower over'the devil than the pope at Rome 


ad, The king, enraged at his refuſal, which 


he imputed to his inſatiable avarice, and de- 
fire of a greater reward, ordered a gallows to 
be ereted, and the promiſed reward depoſited 
next it: there, friend, ſays he, take your 
choice; the (purſe, or the haltet.“ Poor 
Matheo began to lock blew upon the matter; 
and intreated the demon, in the moſt pathetic 
terms, to move his quatters: but Belphegor, 
who had acquitted himſelf of his promiſe, on 
en homme d honeur diſdained to budge ; and 
gtinned in his fleeve at the misfortune of the 
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ſhepherd, whoſe inſatiable thirſt of gold had 
drawn him into this dilemma. 5 
Matheo had now mounted the ladder; the 
cord was tied; the Pſalm was ſung, and he 
was about to make his exit, when a lucky 
thought came into his head. He whiſpered 
the executioner to Cauſe the trumpets to be 
ſounded, and the drums to be beat z who paid 
due obedience to his orders. You covetous 
« rogue you ? cries Belphegor, whoſe ears 
were ſtunned with the noiſe, + what | muſt 
© you be hanged in ſtate, forſooth ?“ not 
ſo, maſter devil, & wh the ſhepherd, tis 
your Wife, Honeſta, who is arrived with 
this grand apparatus, ſeeking her beloved 
© huſband through the world: — here ſhe 
comes.“ The veiy name of—wife—ſtruck 
the poor devil with ſuch a pannic, that he 
. took to his heels, without taking leave. So 
all three were perfectly well contented: the king 
at the recovery of his daughter z the ſhepherd 
at the receipt of the ducatoons z and the devil 
at his eſcape from his wife, 
Belphegor, the time of his miſſion expired, 
winged it to his native ſoi], heartily tired of 
his reſidence on earth; He aſſured his grim 
maſter, - that he might ſave ; himſelf the ex- 
5535 of maintaining emiſſaries, ſince man- 
kind were ſo wretchedly depraved, that they 
did his buſineſs more effectually than the 
ableſt miniſter in his ſooty empire, And as 
for marriage! quoth he, — here the poor 


devil was ſeized with a cold ſweat ; in ſpite of 


(285) 
the ſulphurious flames that ſurrounded him, 
he trembled all over like an aſpen leaf; and 
could proceed no farther. Pluto however, 
a ſharp ſighted don, who could ſee further 
than his noſe; comprehended how matters 


had gone, and ordered it to be regiſtered 
accordingly. | | 
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Lawyer long had led his life, 
Free from that * N that tor- 
* ment | —wife. 4 
yd;—be din'd - be apt his tea; 
Po his brief, and took his fee: 
Next day the ſame qull ſcene again, 
But felt no fever in his vein: 


His pulſe in equal tenor beat; | 
His heart ne'er glow'd with am'rous heat; 


No love knew he, but love of pelf, 


Each wiſh was center'd in himſelf. 


Who winters ſixty-five hath counted, 
And ev'ry carnal wiſh ſurmounted, 
Stands, one would think, an equal chance 
With apes, in hell, to lead the dance. 


Not fo old oripe by fate decreed 
In Venu's court his caule to plead, 


Cupid 
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And rouze to love his frozen, heart; 
So drew an arrow from his quiyver; 


And ſhot poor Fumble through the liver, 


For buxom Kitty now he ſighs; - 
Kitty, the fair with radjant eyes: 
Of ev'ry ball, and hop the boaſt; 
Among the cits a firſt rate toaſt. 


What wonders can almighty love ?' 
The Vulture changes to a Dove, 
No more an avaricipus elf, 

He wonders at his former ſelf. 
Nothing but fplendor to be ſeen; 

How neat embroid'ry fhews on green! 
What tho' the gout aſſail his toes, 
And the tight fhoe increaſe his throes, 
Pain he defies—econfines his feet 
Crispin !—a pump !—be ſure *tis neat ! 


His buſineſs ſtagnates, while the aſs — || 
Surveys his viſage in the glaſs ; | 

Eſſays what peruke ſuits. his face, 

What doublet gives the hetter grace: 

Then—, Jove like in Danäes tower; 

Drops in her lap in golden ſhower. 


EKitte, Danäe like complies, 
But modeſtly, - with dawn caſt eyes; 
At ev'ry period makes — a pauſe, 
Aﬀects a thauſand bem's, and hah's: 


I. a! 
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La! Sir, had I inclin'd to marry, aa 
There's rich ſquire Plumb „there's young 

Sir Harry | 
Have often woo'd me to conſent, | 
And offer'd Charte Blanche ſettlement : 
But ſtill my theme was—no—not [ 11 
Reſolv'd a maid to live; and die. 
Vet ſure—, as nurſe has often ſaid, 
All marriages in Heav'n are made, 
Since, in the ſpace of half an hour, 
Some ſecret ſome reſiſtleſs Pow'r 
Cancels my fixt reſolve ;—the reſt 
My bluſhes ſpeak——ye gods how bleſt ! ! 
Cries Fumble :—yes !—I read your meaning 
You love me That needs no explaining. 
A tale—, we vouch Dan Prior for't, 
Should neither be too long, nor ſhort : 
If, Niggard like, we ſtint our meaſure, 
We baulk your draught, and ſpoil your 

pleaſure; 
But if the ſtream too generous flown, 
Maudlin the ſatiate reader grows. 
Your Maxim Mat — we'll keep in mind, 
A proper medium ſtrive to find; 
So hit your meaning to a title, 
Nor fay too much; nor yet too little. 


Suppoſe our couple in the nooſe, 
From which no pow'r but death can looſe : 
The poſſet fpt,—the ſtocking thrown, 
The bride and bridegroom left alone : 
Suppoſe ve dare ſuppoſe. no more: 
noms draw the curtain: ſhut the door. 
Fumble 
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Fumble ſhe follows parchment ſlaughter, 
To raiſe a portion for his daughter: 
In embryo yet ;—but which the wight 
Hep'd, in good time, to bring to light. 
And, ſure enough, at nine months end, 
Or, ſooner as ſome folks pretend, 
Madam cries out :—A girl appears, 
The future comfort of his years. 


Good lack a day ! the midwife cries, 
Behold the father's mouth and eyes 
If't ben't his picture I'm a Jew: 
Why aye, cries dad, -I think ſo too, 


The child who his own father knows 
Is wife: : For ſo the proverb goes. 
Which might, witli equal juſtice, run: 
He's a wiſe ſire who knows his ſon. 


The ſtill ſow drank up all the drink. 
Now, by my troth, you've hit the mark, 
For lawyer Fumble kept a clerk, 

Who help'd the dame in time of need; 
To him's the honour of the deed. 


Four ſummers after — ſome ſay three, 
The learned ever difagree, 

Old Fumble went, in long vacation, 

To take ſome rural recreation, 

And left the buſineſs, and the houſe, 

To honeſt Tom, and virtuous ſpouſe. 
Strait Tom uſurps his maſter's place, 
Preſides at r a. grace 


ills 
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Fills the void ſpace in bed of nights ; 


His miſtrefs was ſo 'fraid of ſprights. 


1 
The term drew near: —a letter came 
From lawyer Fumble to his dame; 
To notify that in days twain, 
He'd ſee his houſhold Gods again. | 


Thomas, who had not ſtruck a ſtroke, 
But ſpent his time in laugh and joak, 
Sat to 4 * deſk both day and night, _ 
And peg'd away with muckle might; 
Neglecttul of the willing fair, | 
Fen, ink, and n claim his care. 


The am'rous dame whoſe blood ran bien, 
Of't ask'd him, with a wiſtful eye, 


Why he would pore ſo day and night, 


Certain ſhe was twould hurt his ſight. 


2 — ds! Maam, cries Tom, fee mw” a 


tribe 
Of briefs, and + to Wir F. 25 EOF. 
Prythee don't teaze me—let me go on 
Was ever ſuch a plaguing woman! 
To write he eſſays but in vain: 
She jog'd his arm ;—ſhe ſplit v4 pen; 
His ink ſhe ſpilt, —his plumbet bent; 
Thomas > who well knew what, ſhe 
meant, N 
Half pleas'd, half angry, left his ſeat 
Took up a coal, and drew a mete : 
Paſs this, quoth he, and, by my head 
I'll touzle you upon the bed. 


But 
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But buxom Kate defied the ſpark, 
And boldly ſtept acroſs the mark: 
Tom caught her, willing, in his arms, 
And revell'd midſt a thouſand charms. 


The am'rous Gene was hardly o er, 2 
When three diſtinct raps ſhook the door. 
By three ſuch raps, the Cock-Lane ſpright, 
Harrow'd each ſoul with ſad affright : 

The juſtice quak'd :—the parſon ſhook : 
Down went the candle and the book. 
From whence this. moral we may draw; 
Liften, ye ſages of the law : 

Juſtice corrupt, and parſon evil, 

May ſooner raiſe than lay the devil, 


But to our tale al Funble pop't 7 
Madam was mending of her ſtocking ; 3 
Tom fat at work with phiz ſo grave, 
Who could ſuſpect him for a knave? 
Fumble—, but firſt with aſpect mild 
He kiſt his wife—careſt his child, 
Was haſtning where ſquire ne wrote; 

His bantling pull'd him by the coat: 
Oh! go no further pray, papa, 
Or Tom will ſerve you like mama: 
Becauſe ſhe paſt that mark he made, 
He tumbled her upon the bed. 
Fumble began to feel his pate; 
Wiſh'd the knot looſe, but wiſh'd tos 

late. 
Diſmiſs'd his clerk, pack d off his whore, 
Then ſtuck this maxim o'er his door, 
91 | "© 


3 
Ve dotards all, who needs muſt wed, 
And try the joys of bridal bed; 
By my ſad deſtiny take warning: 
oin not dull night, to roſy morning. 
As falſhood contrary to truth, 
So diſſonant is age to youth. 


4 


The SHEPHERD: 
AT a1. Þ 


V IRT UE and happineſs we find, 

3 1 To no peculiar ſect confn'd ; 
Attainable in ev'ry ſtetion, 

By ev'ry age, and ev'ry nation ; 

By Engliſh—Spaniſh— Turk and Tartar ; 

From honeſt Hob—to ſtar and garter. 

Some fancy ſweets Saturnian flow 

In rural cots : But is itſo? 

A moment's patience, good my friend, 

We'll tell a tale: Do you attend: 25 

Than — when you've liſt'ned to the muſe, 

Adopt what ſentiment you chuſe. i 


Far from the town's infectious air, 
Moroſus fed his fleecy care: : 
'The playful lamkins ſkip'd around, 
The fragrant flowrets deck'd the ground : 
The ſhepherd's tript it on the green; 
No gloomy diſcontent was ſeen. 
G2 Moroſus 
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Moroſus had a beauteous ſpouſe ; 
Children twice two; an handſome houſe ; 
Some fertile acres which brought clear, 


About one hundred marks a year : 


Cows to make cheeſe—oxen for tillage, 

No ſwain ſo wealthy in the village. 

Where joy and peace—were grief and ſtrife 

Dependant on the goods of life ; 

Moroſus might each year's increaſe, 

Taſte the fott charms of joy and peace. 

Yet—ſftrange to tell I—the wretched wight, 

Liv'd utter ſtranger to delight: 

Still pin'd for ſomething midſt his ſtore; 

Still heav'd the anxious ſigh for more. 

When more,—and more he got ;—what 
then? N 

Why ſigh'd for more z - and more again. 


His wife, in duty, try'd each art, 
To heal the ulcer in his heart: 
In vain :—Moroſus' dogged ſoul, 
Remained impatient of controul ; 
Each day relajs'd from worſe to worſe, 
His ſpleen augmented with his purſe. 
This thing was wrong ;—and this not right; 
Z—ds |—take this mutton from my ſight, 
*T was your own choice: by God, you lie; 
Then eat—my dear—ſome pidgeon pye: 
Pies I abhor ;-——you know it well: 
Some hag has ſurely caſt a ſpell, 
Reſolv'd this day I ſhou!d not eat: 
My dear— ſome remnants of calves feet. 
They ſtink : to bear it l'm not able: 
Doyen go the diſhes with the table, 


It 
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- It happ'd one day, in ſullen mood, 
loroſus ſought his mid-day food. 
efore the uſual hour he came, 
Chat he might quarrel with his dame: 
zut ſhe deſcry'd him from afar, 

And fearful of approaching war, 

Uſed all the ſpeed that ſhe was able; 

The porridge ſmoak'd upon the table, 


Moroſus, ſtarting with ſurprize, 
Survey'd it with malignant eyes, 
Why! how comes dinner dreſs'd ſo ſoon ? 
I never yet came home till noon: 
Had I nor nick'd it, by my troth 
You'd ſpoil'd the victuals and the broth. 
Then down he fat the ſoop to ſip, 
The boiling liquid ſcalds his lip: 
Againſt his wife he vents his rage: 
hen thus the dame; more calm-more 


' ſage. 


The proverb bids—, I've heard at ſchool, 
Reſerve your breath your broth to cool : 
Which maxim ſage had you obſerv'd, 
Your mouth from ſcald had been preſerv'd. 
But thus it fares with all mankind, | 
Who to true happineſs are blind. 

Of wealth, the pottage, deareſt Dick, 
Is truly hieroglyphick : 
Had you been calm, refrain'd from riot, 
And eat your meſs in peace and qui 
"The friendly liquid would impart, 
A genial comfort to your hzart * 
= | Toe 
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Too greedy, now th' effects you feel, 6 

Your mouth you've burn'd, and ſpoil'd your 
meal, 

So riches ſoberly purſued, 

Productive are of greateſt good: 

But if too eager in the chace, 

For bliſs, our torment-we embrace. 


The diſconſolate WI Dow: 
a A 


YENAS fierce—or travellers lie 

As oft the caſe is by the bye, 

In plaintive voice your pity draw: 
Approach—you periſh *neath'their paw. 
Juſt ſo tis with the widow train, 

In doleful accents they complain : : 
But take heed how ye ſympathize, : 
Like baſiliſks, their very eyes , { 
Deal death :—who'er beholds them dies. 


My huſband dead, the widow cries, 
For ever flow my ſtreaming eyes : 
Life is no lenger worth my care : | 
Then beats her boſom, tears her hair; 
Meaſures her length upon the floor : 
Oh !—oh !—my huſband is no more! 
But acts the folemn farce in ſight, 
That ſhe may get another by't. 


Thence to her toilette :—wipes her tears, 


The jetty pendants grace her ears | 
ö 8 The 
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The patch is plac'd above her brow : 
Dear me II look I can't tell how: 
Betty come here child—what d'ye ſay 
Don't I look horribly to day? | 
You grieve too much : Ah ! poor dear 

man CE * 
Reach me my handkerchief and fan; 
His loſs I ever ſhall bewall : 
But really I look wondrous pale. 
Pale madam |—aye !—and well you may, 
You fret ſo all the live long day. 
A ſpouſe ſo good, ſo ki—ki—kind 
Oh ! why leave hapleſs Bid behind ? 
I never ſhall—adjuſt this pinner, | 
Survive—but hark ! the bell for dinner, 
Then with her hood ſhe veils her face, 
And at the table takes her place, 


In vain fond papa crowds her plate, 
Widows in public never eat. 
M y deareſt Bid, the parent cries, 
Bid ceaſe your grief, and wipe your eyes; 
Weep till they art from out your head, 
You never can recall the dead. 
A widow !—wretched and forlorn ! 
Woe's me that ever I was born ! 
Come—to oblige me eat this pye ; | 
Tve a young huſband in my eye: 
Who, ſoon as decency permits, 
Lord, Sir, you've ſurely loft your wits ! 
A huſband 1 |—a ſpeedy grave 
The greateſt bleſſing that I crave. 
I marry !—oh ! how can you, cruel, 
Sport with my grief—add fewel to ſevel. R 
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The very thought ſo wrings my heart 

Prythee, child, eat your bit of tart 

Oh my lov'd lord !—I die I—I faint! 

Hogarth -a ſcene for you to paint, 

Senſeleſs ſhe tumbles from her chair: 

Her father, frantic with deſpair, 

Beating her palms, calls out for aid: _ 

Quick !—quick !—the hartſhorn: where's 

the maid ? 

Betty, run quick; fetch doctor Slaughter: 
Bid him make haſte. Alas my daughter! 

But ſee at length ſhe rears her head! 
Stay, Betty, *till ſhe's got to bed. 


Biddy, to all advice perverſe, 
Stitt carries an the threadbare farce ; 
Firmly refolved to ſob and glowt, 
Until her mourning time was out”: 
But, ſoon as the revolving year, 
Threw off her weeds, and banifh'd care; 
Flaunted away, in grand parade, 
To ball—afſembly—maſquerade : 
Strove in each winning art t' excel], 
And from her rivals bear the bell. 
How great was fond papa's ſurprize ! 
He hardly could believe his eyes : 
Well! thought he, woman is a r iddle; 
This hour the knell ;—the next a fiddle: 
The ſhrowd is chang'd into a ſack, c 
Juſt as the whimſey takes: good lack! 


The promis'd huſband he'd propoſe, . 


But fear'd he might renew her woes; 8 
. @* 
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So- cautious to awake her ſorrow, 
Defers it from to day to—morrow. 
But gameſome Biddy wiſer grown, 
Reſolv'd no more to lye alone: 
Papa, ſays ſhe, twelve months a 

ou promis'd me a- what F — you know; 
A—— huſband, girl, I read your mind: 
True portrait of all womankind. 
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De CONTRAST: 
4 


RIEND SHIP, on earth fo little 
known, 

And yet what name more common 
grown ? 
Dares the advent rous muſe rehearſe 
Thy attributes in humble verſe ? 
Tis thine the drooping ſoul to chear, 
*Tis time tYabſorb the falling tear; 
Benign, when fortune frowns, ſuſtain 


ö More than a double ſhare of pain: 


Equal in proſperous days we find, 
But in our adverſe more than kind. 


Yet friendſhip's rarely to be found, 


Unleſs you'll pay ſo much per pound; 
Expos'd, a proſtitute, to ſale, 
Int'teſt ſtill holds the doubtful ſcale, 
But—ſoon as intereſt kicks the beam, 
You waken from your golden dream; 
_ by the ſerpent you careſt, 

d kindly melter d in your breaſt, 8 

Dix 


(302) 


Sir I'm your friend, Perfidus cries, 
While you give wine and ven'ſon ples, 
Your's in return, as I'm a ſinner : 

How long ?—why till you want a dinner, 
Fine friendſhip this: yet 'tis the faſhion, 


In this, and every other nation. Me 


Too friends once juſtled in the ſtreet : 

Ye Gods | how glad were they to meet. 

My Deareſt dick my deareſt Ned! 

I hear&your wife was brought to bed: 
True, Sir :—what is it ?—a chopping boy: 
Upon my ſoul I wiſh you joy. 
Let's ſee— it has not yet ſtruck two: , 
What's the beſt news ?=-faith nothing new. 
*Tis a full hour to dinner yet, 
Come to the Vine, and take a whet. 

I've not a ſouſe, my deareſt friend, 

Phooh -Z -ids ! ne'er talk of that, III lend. 
I'm wholly ruin'd and undone; 15 
A thriftleſs wife, a graceleſs ſon 

Have ſquander'd all my little ſtore: 

I'm ruin'd, Sir, for evermore. 


2 


Voou jeſt [—alas ! the tale's too true: 


All my dependance, now on you. 
Why aye: but—TI miſtook the hour; 
Beſides, the ſky portends a ſhower : 

Adieu II muſt be gone—l hate _ 

To make my friends, and dinner wait. 

Fil wait on you to-morrow noon : 

Bleſs me ! I'm going out of town : | 
How griev'd I am !—then turns his a—ſe, 
And ends the hypocritic farce, | 


. Harkye, 


( 303 ) 3 

Hawkye, miſs muſe, vouchlafe a lofiier 
| ſtrain, * 
Swell to enthuſiaſm your poet's vein; 
Friendſhip fincere, ſublime I mean to ſing: 

Egad ] a very pretty thing. 

L—ds | what d'ye mean ?—lf I wy: a 

'*> ſtick 

You've fill'd my head with Hudibraſtic: 

I'd fain be dull you urge to merry: - 

I call for Malmſey—you bring Sherry. 

Know then :—to vex you, ugly whelp, 

Fl end my tale without your help: 

Be gone - and tell your ſaucy fire 

PH throw his peruke *hind the fire. 


© There liv'd in a cellar, not fa from the 
Meuſe, 

A noted r of old backs and IRE 

| Not far diſtant from him—perhaps a ſtone's 
throw 

Liv'd a barber nam'd ſoſeph, —vulgariter 
Foe. 

And (to uſe the ſimile) a ſtone's throw from 
that, | 

At a publican's houſe, hung the Gen of a cat, 

Where Joe, and friend Snob ſpent their even- 
ings together, 

From poͤliticks ſinking, to—waih-bails, 
and leather: 

From waſh-balls and leather, to politics 

return'd, 


This cot ſhould be made good ;—this arſenal 
 burn'd. 
Would 


( 394 ) 


Would I were but ſent againſt ſuch and ſuch 
places! 


Pd — them !-—and I would ſo lather their 


faces |! 


In __ Sirs, this tonſor, and mender of 
4 es, 

Were ever uneaſy, but round the ſame coals; 
Between them ſo perfect a concord ſubſiſted, 
No friends could compare to 'em that ever 

exiſted: 
Did the tonſor require a piece ſet to his ſhoe, 
Not a farthing to pay :—t'other ſhav'd him 
| in lieu : 
Nay, tradition aſſures us when one's box was 
cout, 


The other would give him the coge from his 
mouth. 


One night, from the alehouſe retir'd to 


their neſt, 


An ominous viſion broke poor Criſpin's reſt. 
He ſlipt on his breeks, ſtept away to friend 


Joe, 

And _ at the door with a holla ! 1 friend, 
ho 

Holla ho! was as quick by the ſhaver re- 
plied, 


Stay : moment; I'll looſen the bolt within- 
ide. ; 

He thought it was fire: when he found 
*twas his friend, 


ao _ my dear Tim ? any aid can 1 
en 


Haye 


r 
n 
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Have you, overpower'd with the juice of the 
barrel, 


| Engag'd in a fray ul take part in your 


quarrel : | 
Here's a fiſt ſtout as Broughton's.— Perhaps 
you're in fear es ED | 
Of thoſe raſcally bailiffs for bacco or beer: 
bh pounds fifteen ſhillings the tot of my 
ore; | 
Here, take it—TI wiſh it were fifty times 
more: 
Or perhaps you are weary of lying alone; 


Step in, a G—d's name; take a cut of my 


Oan, 


Alas ö none of theſe. What then brings you 


ſo late ? 8 
To diſturb you I think: —a curſe on this 
pate | 5 | 
An unlucky viſion got into my head, 
I thought you was fick, ſo jump'd from my 
bed; 


In friendſhip's ſtrong torrent my reaſon was 


loſt, 


And I knock'd at your gate, as you know 


to your coſt. 


* Oe . 


